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“A Church where God gives and we receive.”
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Welcome to our Divine Service!
We are pleased that you are with us.

+Worship Notes+
The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to kneel or
stand, and what to say, is printed out in this folder so you may follow along.

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! We are a
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith
according to the Holy Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord. God bless you.

To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial
welcome in Jesus’ name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you
will feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ crucified and
risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a church home and would like to
know about our membership, pastor would love to speak with you!

Communion Policy
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and welcome to The Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church!
To Those Intending To Commune This Morning:

We respectfully request that those visiting this morning would speak to Pastor Killian
before coming to the altar for Holy Communion. While we desire that all who believe
would join us in this feast of forgiveness, we are mindful of what God has spoken to us in
His word regarding receiving this precious meal:

"Whoever therefore eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then,
and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks judgement on himself." (I Corinthians 11:27-29)

In light of this scripture and others, we take admittance to the Lord's Supper most
seriously. It is God's desire that you approach His table with a prepared heart and
mind, and our desire that you join us. Please speak to Pastor Killian that we may
maintain good order and a God pleasing approach to His most precious gift of
mercy! Thank you.
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| Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness

Tom Mueller (living)

Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation

766 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above
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5 Give us this day our daily bread,

And let us all be clothed and fed.
Save us from hardship, war, and strife;
In plague and famine, spare our life,

That we in honest peace may live,

To care and greed no entrance give.



6 Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore,
That they may trouble us no more;
We, too, will gladly those forgive
Who hurt us by the way they live.
Help us in our community
To serve each other willingly.

7  Lead not into temptation, Lord,
Where our grim foe and all his horde
Would vex our souls on ev'ry hand.
Help us resist, help us to stand
Firm in the faith, a mighty host,
Through comfort of the Holy Ghost.

8 From evil, Lord, deliver us;
The times and days are perilous.
Redeem us from eternal death,
And, when we yield our dying breath,
Console us, grant us calm release,
And take our souls to You in peace.

9 Amen, that is, so shall it be.
Make strong our faith in You, that we
May doubt not but with trust believe
That what we ask we shall receive.
Thus in Your name and at Your Word

" n
We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1, 6, 8-9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 2-5, 7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, alt.
Tune: attr. Martin Luther, 1483-1546

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 167
(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 167

(P} Let usthen confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 167
(P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the -I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 51:2-6; antiphon: v. 1

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;*
according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,*
and cleanse me | from my sin!
For | know my trans- | gressions,*
and my sin is ever be- | fore me.
Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil | in your sight,*
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your | judgment.
Behold, | was brought forth in in- | iquity,*
and in sin did my mother con- | ceive me.
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward | being,*
and you teach me wisdom in the | secret heart.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;



Kyrie

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;*

according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor -ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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+ This Is the Feast is omitted during Lent +

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

0 # | |
A - men.



Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 12
The LorD Is My Strength and My Song

"You will say in that day:
“I will give thanks to you, O LORD,
for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away,
that you might comfort me.
2“Behold, God is my salvation;
| will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the LORD GoD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.”

SWith joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. “And you will say in
that day:

“Give thanks to the LORD,
call upon his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples,
proclaim that his name is exalted.
*“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be made known in all the earth.
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 32
Blessed Are the Forgiven

'Blesseéd is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.

“For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.



Epistle

Stand

5l acknowledged my sin to you,
and | did not cover my iniquity;

| said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

5Therefore let everyone who is godly

offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters,

they shall not reach him.
’You are a hiding place for me;

you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

8] will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.

°Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
which must be curbed with bit and bridle,
or it will not stay near you.

®Many are the sorrows of the wicked,

but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD.
"Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous,

and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
*From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though
we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come. '8All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us
to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; "°that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 2°Therefore, we are ambassadors
for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God. ?'For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

(P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse (Lent) LSB 173
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Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11h-32
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

"Now the tax collectors and sinners were

all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And

the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and

eats with them.”
3S0 he told them this parable: . . .
“There was a man who had two sons. 2

And the younger of them said to his

father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.” And he divided
his property between them. *Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he

had and took a journey into a far country, an

d there he squandered his property in

reckless living. *And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that
country, and he began to be in need. 'So he went and hired himself out to one of

the citizens of that country, who sent him int
longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs

o his fields to feed pigs. '®*And he was
ate, and no one gave him anything.

7“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired

servants have more than enough bread, but

and go to my father, and | will say to him, “

| perish here with hunger! 8| will arise
Father, | have sinned against heaven

and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of
your hired servants.” 2°And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still

a long way off, his father saw him and felt co
and kissed him. 2'And the son said to him,

mpassion, and ran and embraced him
‘Father, | have sinned against heaven
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and before you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ ?2But the father said
to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet. 22And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat
and celebrate. 2*For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is
found.” And they began to celebrate.

25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house,
he heard music and dancing. 2°And he called one of the servants and asked what
these things meant. ?And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father
has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’
28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him,
2%put he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years | have served you, and | never
disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that | might
celebrate with my friends. 3°But when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!" 3'And he said
to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting
to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost,
and is found.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
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and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended

into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the

Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Hymn of the Day 571 God Loved the World So That He Gave
Db | | l : : | i | :
(09 b | .I .| 7 .I ul v| al. [ [ [
1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
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Son the lost to save, That all who would in
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Him a - lone Are  built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
Word de -clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.
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5 If you are sick, if death is near,

This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

/A 6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.

Sermon Pastor Edward Killian
Stand
Prayer of the Church Proper response is "hear our prayer”.

(P} Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. Give us a proper
knowledge of the evil we have done in Your sight. Move us to confess our
offenses against You, and justify us with Your holy absolution. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

P] Holy God, You delight in truth in the inward being and teach us wisdom in the
secret heart. Give to our pastors every good gift as Your ambassadors, that
we may grow in faith and hope. Lord, in Your mercy,

(P) Father of mercy, remember Your baptized children who have left Your
household and departed from the faith. Call them to repentance according to
Your gracious will. Remember parents, grandparents and all who mourn their
departure. Sustain them in faithful patience to wait and pray. Lord, in Your
mercy,

(P} Almighty God, in Christ You reconciled the world to Yourself. Watch over our
nation and all whom You have placed in authority. Give them wisdom and
prudence, that Your people might live in peace and freely make known the
message of reconciliation. Lord, in Your mercy,

(P] Everlasting Father, although this world is passing away due to sin, we pray

that You would preserve Your creation for our provision until You usher in Your
new creation. Lord, in Your mercy,
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Heavenly Father, hear our prayers for all who cry out to You for mercy, healing
and help especially Alice, Allison, Annie, Betty, Bev, Diane, Eric, Jason,
Johnathan, Lynette, Marion and her family, Ron, and Timothy. Deliver them
according to Your will and, as You have made them a new creation in Christ,
keep them mindful of the day when sorrow and sickness will be no more. Lord,
in Your mercy,

Great in our midst is the Holy One of Israel, who visits us this day with His
body and blood! Give to all who partake of this Holy Communion penitent
hearts to receive Christ Jesus as our strength and salvation. Lord, in Your
mercy,

O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of
Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious
resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You,
where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers,
deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Offering Collected after service in the back of the church.

Offertory LSB 176
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on the name of the Lord.

I will pay my
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courts of the Lord’s house,

in the midst

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

(P)
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The Lord be  with you.
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of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

And al-so with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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# — o [r— [—

It is right  to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 177
(P} Itistruly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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The Words of Our Lord

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:

“Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My +I- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death

until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

(P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So

remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us I~ from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
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LSB 180
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Agnus Dei LSB 180
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Sit
Distribution
Distribution Hymn 621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
25 ]
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1 Let all mor - tal flesh keep si - lence And with fear and
2 King of kings yet born  of Mar - v, As of old on
3 Rank on rank the host of heav - en Spreads its van - guard
4 At His feet the six - winged ser - aph, Cher - u - bim with
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trem - bling stand; Pon - der noth-ing earth - ly - mind - ed,
earth He stood, Lord of lords in hu - man ves - ture,
on the way As the Light of Light, de - scend - ing
sleep - less eye, Veil their fac - es to the pres - ence
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For with bless-ing in His hand Christ our God to earth  de-
In the bod -y and the blood, He will give to all the
From the realms of end - less day, Comes the pow’rs of hell to
As  with cease-less voice they cry: “Al - le - lu - ia, al - le-
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scend - ing Comes our hom-age to de - mand.
faith - ful His  own self for heav’'n - ly food.
van - quish As the dark-ness clears a - way.
lu - ia! Al - le -1lu-ia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-85, alt.
Tune: French, 17th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn

616 Baptismal Waters Cover Me

e
5 o E < -0
1 Bap - tis-mal wa - ters cov - er me As I ap-
21 look to Christ up - on the tree, His bod -y
3 Lord, may Your wound - ed hand im - part Your heal - ing
4 From Your own mouth comes forth a word; Your shep - herd
5Bap - tis-mal wa - ters cov - er me; Christ’s wound -ed
0 ‘
o | )y | | | I [
& 1 .
Q) ) L < _‘_
proach on bend - ed knee; My Fa-ther’s mer - ¢y
bro - ken there for me; I lay be - fore Him
to my bro - ken heart; Your love a - lone can
speaks, but You are heard; Through him Your hand now
hand has  set me free. Held in my Fa - ther’s
9 . ! i ! I .
(o2 e
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Q) I [ f ! ! |
here I plead, For griev - ous sins of thought and deed.
all my  sin, My dark - est se - crets from with - in.
form  in me A heart that serves You joy - ful - ly.
stretch - es out, For - giv - ing sin, de - stroy - ing doubt.
strong em - brace, With joy I praise Him for His grace.

Text: Kurt E. Reinhardt, 1969
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
) 4 . .
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
# [ . | | | [
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
# | .
) I I ]
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
f) ¥ | | . .
e e =it
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
f) 4 | | .
A P — ] ! ] ! i —
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A-men

Post-Communion Collect

P

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Benediction LSB 183
f #
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(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
04 L T~ x
6 e ol
Y o
A - men.
Hymn to Depart 565 Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ
o) .
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1 Thy works, not mine, O Christ, Speak glad-ness to this heart;
2 Thy wounds, not mine, O Christ, Can heal my bruis-ed soul;
3 Thy cross, not mine, O Christ, Has borne the crush-ing load
4 Thy death, not mine, O Christ, Has paid the ran - som due;
5 Thy righ-teous - ness, O Christ, A - lone can cov - er me;
o) . .
A — ' I I I i ‘ : :
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They tell me  all is done, They bid my fear de - part.
Thy stripes, not mine, con - tain The balm that makes me whole.
Of sins that none could bear But the in - car - nate God.
Ten thou - sand deaths like mine Would have been all too few.
No righ-teous-ness a - vails Save that which is of Thee.
Refrain .
P’ 4 ) | | | =
& i Jeeer PP
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To whom save Thee, Who canst a-lone For sin a-tone, Lord, shall 1 flee?

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89,

alt.

Tune: The Parish Choir, 1850, London

Text and tune: Public domain
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Tocatta in D Minor Johann Jakob Froberger (1616-1667)
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A Noteg Prom The Organist:

Tom Mugller is a profgssor at Concordia University, Irving and a frequent reeitalist and
clinician around &oCal. “Soul, fdorn Yourself with Gladnegss” is ong of the oldest
Communion hgmns, with sgttings by many Composgrs, including Bach and Brahms. In his
setting, Tom Mugller calls for a blgnded combination of Foundation stops, giving the pigee
a mellow feel.

Froberger spent much of his life in Vignna, but traveled egxtensively throughout €urope,
gaining gxposurg to many musical stylgs and megting many of the promingnt composers of
the time. tig was among theg bgst-known musicians of his gra. His organ music is heavily
influgneed by Frescobaldi, who was ong of his teachers. The Toceata in ® minor is typical
of his style.

£ THIS WEEK’S NOTES

Announcements

+ Last Sunday’s Attendance: 33
Midweek Attendance: 25

+ Altar Guild Set Up: March 30" Gayle
April 61 Jill
Cleanup for March: Gayle and Perla
Cleanup for April: Maurine and Nannette

+ Ushers for March: Dick Huhn and Leon Tarr
Ushers for April: Clinton Galloway and Jose Lopez

+ Ladies of the Good Shepherd! Please come together for a Good Shepherd LWML
meeting after service today.

+ There will be two more weeks of Lenten Suppers. If you would like to contribute a
main course, side, salad, or dessert one of the weeks, there are sign-up sheets located
in the Narthex. Thank you for your support and participation!
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PMareh Birthdays!
Micah Thomas 31*

We welcome you to join us for Lenten Midweek Services!
Pastor Killian will be leading us through a midweek Lenten Series
focusing on the Book of Lamentations.

Fourth Midweek in Lent — Wednesday, April 2™ @ 7pm
Fifth Midweek in Lent — Wednesday, April 9" @ 7pm

Lenten Suppers will be provided before service in the Assembly Room at 6pm each week.

Holy Week Schedule
Maundy Thursday — Thursday, April 17" @7pm
Good Friday - Friday, April 18" @7pm
Resurrection of Our Lord — Sunday, April 20" @10am

Lectionary Summary for the Fourth Sunday

Jesus Christ Has Reconciled Us to the Father
God the Father has opened His heart to us in love. While we were “still a long way off,” He
saw us and “felt compassion” (Luke 15:20). Therefore, He gave His only begotten Son for
us, making “him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). By the ministry of reconciliation, He runs to us,
embraces us in mercy and clothes us with His glory as beloved sons in Christ Jesus. And
so we give thanks unto the Lord our God, who has taken away our sins and turned His
anger fromus (Is. 12:1). Because He has become our salvation, our strength and our song,
we “will trust, and will not be afraid” (Is. 12:2).

Stewardship Bulletin Blurb

Luke 15:12 - “And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of
property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them.” This prodigal
son only sees the father as a source of wealth. “Give me my inheritance now!” he says,
which is really to say, “You are better off dead in my eyes.” This is the sin at the heart of
all greed: valuing things over people. This parable calls us to come to our senses as well,
and to see God as the loving Giver of all good, the true Father to be valued above and
beyond all the things of this world.
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Lutheran’s For Life Thoughts
The prodigal’s father kept watching every day for his wayward son'’s return. He had to have
in order to spot him “while he was still a long way off” (Luke 15:20). Our Gracious God
never gives up on a human life, no matter what size, skills, circumstances, or sins it
involves. We need not let surprise pregnancies, chronic conditions, or terminal diagnoses
steal our hope—or anyone else’s!

Memory Verse Challenge
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit. 1 Peter 3:18

Lutheran Hour Ministry Lenten Devotion
BALANCED
TEXT: The high priest then questioned Jesus about His disciples and His teaching. Jesus
answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. | have always taught in synagogues and
in the temple, where all Jews come together. | have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask
Me? Ask those who have heard Me what | said to them; they know what | said.” When He had
said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that
how You answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If what | said is wrong, bear witness
about the wrong; but if what | said is right, why do you strike Me?” (John 18:19-23)

It amazes me how balanced Jesus’ responses are in court. The high priest is openly
breaking the law by questioning the prisoner rather than calling witnesses. Jesus knows
thisis illegal, and He calls him on it. He does the same with the officer who hits Him. Jesus
doesn't start throwing lightning bolts. Nor does He say nothing at all and allow both people
to wade deeper and deeper into sin without warning. He says just what needs saying and
then stops.

This comforts me because it tells me that Jesus will treat me the same way, too. When
He needs to warn me against sin, He will. He won't overdo it and terrify me, but He won't
ignore my situation, either. And when He truly needs to pull out all the stops and do
everything in His power to save me, He'll do that. Because that's what He did for all of us,
when He suffered, died, and rose again— to save us from evil and give us life.

WE PRAY: Lord, let me listen to You with all my heart. Amen.
Reflection Questions
+ Do you find it easy to keep your cool under stress?

* How would you describe Jesus when it comes to His temper?
* Tell about a time when God protected you by warning you.
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