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“A Church where God gives and we receive.”
< The Rev. Edward Killian, Pastor (mobile) 424.293.6588
< Ms. Moira Killian, Secretary (Office) 310.671-7644
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<% Mr. Greg Griffin, Acolyte

Welcome to our Divine Service!
We are pleased that you are with us.

+Worship Notes+
The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to kneel or
stand, and what to say, is printed out in this folder so you may follow along.

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! We are a
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith
according to the Holy Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord. God bless you.

To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial
welcome in Jesus’ name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you
will feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ crucified and
risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a church home and would like to
know about our membership, pastor would love to speak with you!

Communion Policy
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and welcome to The Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church!
To Those Intending To Commune This Morning:

We respectfully request that those visiting this morning would speak to Pastor Killian
before coming to the altar for Holy Communion. While we desire that all who believe
would join us in this feast of forgiveness, we are mindful of what God has spoken to us in
His word regarding receiving this precious meal:

"Whoever therefore eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then,
and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks judgement on himself." (I Corinthians 11:27-29)

In light of this scripture and others, we take admittance to the Lord's Supper most
seriously. It is God's desire that you approach His table with a prepared heart and
mind, and our desire that you join us. Please speak to Pastor Killian that we may
maintain good order and a God pleasing approach to His most precious gift of
mercy! Thank you.
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| Christ Our Lord, to Jordan Came BWV 684

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation

396 Arise and Shine in Splendor
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1 A - rise and shine in splen - dor; Let night to day sur -
2 See earth in dark - ness ly - ing, The hea-then na - tions
3 The world’s re - mot - est rac - es, Up - on whose wea - ry
4 Lift wup your eyes in won - der— See, na - tions gath - er
5 Your heart will leap for glad - ness When from the realms of
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yon - der From sin to be set free. The world has
sad - ness They come from near and far. Your eyes will
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day is beam - ing, In match - less beau - ty
Lord of heav - en—  Your life, your hope— has
zeal un tir - ing,  With joy  Your light de -
heard Your sto - ry; Her sons come to Your
wake from slum - ber As peo - ple with - out
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gleam - ing; The glo - 1y of the Lord is here.
giv. - en Great glo - ry, hon - or, and de - light
sir - ing That breaks up - on them from on high.
glo - ry; Her daugh - ters haste Your light to see.
num - ber Re - joice to see the Morn - ing Star.

Text: Martin Opitz, 1597-1639; tr. Gerhard Gieschen, 1899-1987, alt.

Tune: Heinrich Isaac, c. 1450-1517
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.



Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184
(P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to

grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

REDF

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184

(P} 0 almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185
(P Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 2:7-11, 12¢; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a

Behold my servant, whom | | uphold,*
my chosen, in whom my | soul delights.
| will tell of | the decree:*



The LoRrD said to me, “You are my Son; today | have be- | gotten you.
Ask of me, and | will make the nations your | heritage,*

and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.

You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”
Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;*

be warned, O rulers | of the earth.

Serve the | LorD with fear,*
and rejoice with | trembling,
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*

Blessed are all who take ref- | uge in him.

Gloria Patri

LSB 186

Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther

and to the Son
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and to the Ho-ly Ghost;

Kyrie
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

LSB 186
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Lord, have

mer - Cy up - on US.

Christ, have

mer - cy up -

LSB 187
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.

Gloria in Excelsis
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - Iy Ghost,
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) Let us pray.

(P) Fatherin heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed
Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are
baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors
with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Sit

Old Testament Isaiah 43:1-7

'But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for | have redeemed yovu;
| have called you by hame, you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.



Psalm

3For | am the LoORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
| give Egypt as your ransom,
Cush and Seba in exchange for you.
4Because you are precious in my eyes,
and honored, and | love you,
| give men in return for you,
peoples in exchange for your life.
SFear not, for | am with you;
| will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west | will gather you.
6 will say to the north, Give up,
and to the south, Do not withhold:;
bring my sons from afar
and my daughters from the end of the earth,
’everyone who is called by my name,
whom | created for my glory,
whom | formed and made.”

(P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

TAscribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

2Ascribe to the Lorp the glory due his name;
worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness.

3The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over many waters.

“The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.

5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.

5He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf,
and Sirion like a young wild ox.

’The voice of the LORD
flashes forth flames of fire.

Psalm 29



Epistle

8The voice of the LoRD shakes the wilderness;
the LoRrD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

°The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth
and strips the forests bare,
and in his temple all cry, “Glory

1”

%The LoRob sits enthroned over the flood,;
the LoRb sits enthroned as king forever.

""May the LORD give strength to his people!
May the LORD bless his people with peace!

Romans 6:1-11

"What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? *Do you not know that all of
us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “We
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness
of life.

SFor if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. *We know that our old self was crucified
with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would
no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin.
8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. *We
know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer
has dominion over him. °For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the
life he lives he lives to God. ""So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin
and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Luke 3:15-22

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

SAs the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, '*John answered them all,
saying, “l baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than | is coming, the strap
of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire. "”His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and
to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

830 with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. °But
Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife,
and for all the evil things that Herod had done, ?°added this to them all, that he
locked up John in prison.

2INow when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, ??and the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You
are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

10



and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
Hymn of the Day 405 To Jordan's River Came Our Lord
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1 To Jor - dan’s riv - er came our Lord, The Christ, whom
2 The Sav - ior came to be bap -tized— The  Son of
3 As Je - sus in  the Jor - dan stood And John bap -
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voice with words pro - found: “This is My Son,” was
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Light from Light, The DLord of glo - ry, pow’r, and might.
Fa - ther’s will And all His righ-teous-ness ful - fill.
heav’'n - ly dove, De - scend - ed on Him from a - bove.
His de - cree, “The one I love, who pleas - es Me.”
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The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight

Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’'s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;

This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan's stream,

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.
Text: James P. Tiefel, 1949, alt.
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt.

Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401

Tune: Public domain

Sermon Pastor Edward Killian
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Offering Collected after service in the back of the church.
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Prayer of the Church The proper response is "Lord, have mercy.”

()

P

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the baptized people of God, that strengthened by His Holy Spirit we would
walk as the new and holy people He has declared us to be in Christ, let us pray
to the Lord:

For all church workers, especially Matthew, our Synod president; Mike, our
district president; and Edward, our pastor, that the Lord would prosper the
good work of preaching the Gospel and administering the life-giving
Sacraments, let us pray to the Lord:

For the family, especially all Christian homes; for husbands and wives, that
God would turn them toward one another in love; for fathers and mothers, that
God would equip them for their holy duty as teachers of the faith; and for all
children, that God would preserve them in the saving faith and certain
promises of their Baptism unto life everlasting, let us pray to the Lord:

For the rulers of the nations, that they would submit to the preaching of God'’s
Word and acknowledge Jesus as the Christ and true King, let us pray to the
Lord:

For all who find themselves in times of weakness, illness, despair and death,
especially Alice, Allison, Betty, Bev, Brittany, Diane, Esperanza, Johnathan,
Lynette, Marion and her family, Ron, and Timothy, that God would grant healing
and relief according to His will; and that He would give us every aid of His Holy
Spirit to endure afflictions and find comfort in the healing wounds of the
Savior, let us pray to the Lord:

For the baptized who partake of the Lord’s Supper today, that God would give
us tender hearts to confess our need and rejoice in His gifts of forgiveness,
life and salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself with the Holy Spirit in the
fullness of grace at the Baptism of Your dear Son. With Your voice, You
directed us to the One who has borne our sins, that we may receive grace and
forgiveness. Keep us, we implore You, in the true faith. Since we have been
baptized in accordance with Your command and the example of Your Son,
strengthen our faith by Your Holy Spirit and lead us to everlasting life and
salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

13



Preface LSB 194
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It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194

P)

Sanctus

It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini LSB197
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Sit

Distribution
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Distribution Hymn 597 Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying
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1 Wa - ter, blood, and Spir - it cry - ing, By their wit - ness
2 In a wa - try grave are bur - ied All our sins that
3 Dark the way, yet Christ pre-cedes us, Past the scowl of
4 Though a - round us death is  seeth-ing, God, His two - edged
S Spir - it, wa - ter, blood en - treat-ing, Work-ing faith and
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tes - ti - fy - ing To the One whose death - de - fy - ing
Je - sus car - ried; Christ, the Ark of Life, has fer - ried
death He leads us; Spreads a ta - ble where He feeds us
sword un - sheath - ing, By His Spir - it life  is breath-ing
its com - plet - ing In the One whose death - de - feat - ing
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Life has come, with  life for all.
Us a - cross death’s rag - ing flood.
With His bod - y and His blood.
Through the liv - ing, ac - tive Word.
Life has come, with  life for all.
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Jeffrey N. Blersch, 1967
Distribution Hymn 601 All Who Believe and Are Baptized
J/E. BN e — e ——— ——————
o9 1 [ 9 o5 o ' P
d ] { I
1 All who be-lieve and are bap-tized Shall see the Lord’s sal - va - tion;
2 With one ac-cord, O God,we pray: Grant us Your Ho - ly Spir - it
Ha Ly —— e e e e
Bap-tized in-to the death of Christ, They are a new cre-a - tion.
Help us in our in - fir- mi - ty Through Je - sus’ blood and mer - it.
n H \ Il | A \ Il
o N P T | Py [ -° N |
& e o e o v [ o 5
!) L4 I I i_

Through Christ’s re-demp-tion they shall stand A - mong the glo-rious,
Grant us to grow in grace each day That by this sac - ra -
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heav’n - ly  band Of ev - ’ry tribe and na - tion.
ment  we may E - ter - nal life in - her - it
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
D4 — 5 | |
b+ e ol
e < T
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
0 4 . .
o MU [ | ) ) [ |
{en—1— 7 —— I —o 10}
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
f) & | | ‘
¥ ¥y P \ | | ! !
{10 e i — o — - —
A3V 4 r | | | | [ ] et =
Py) L ¢ o
which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
f) 4 L . | | | L
6;" *‘“‘H 1 al ! _i i i — > al ‘ — ] —]
i e | .
a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
f) 4 | .
P’ A D) [ ) | | | ) | |
EEESEs===e —ae
Q) - O [~
peo-ple Is - ra-el Glo - ry  be to the Father and
#ﬁﬁh 4 S — Tt —
O e s
to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
f) ¥ | | .
2 P I I i I ! ! I
[ & <n W L | & ] e ] | et () o | o I | |
A\3Y4 L [ I [ I  J v = =i ]
) L @ ¢
isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.
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Thanksgivin

04,
g L \
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[y . .
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
# | |
P’ A _ D) | | I
V 4N S P | I |
[ o WL L © | ek & & I
KV ol [ b o)
[y !
and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Post-Communion Collect
P Letus pray.

LSB 200

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

" A - DY | T
EEE S
e [
A men.
Salutation
f) #
Y Hy :
@d o [®
P The Lord be with you.
) o | | | ‘ |
b
s Ho [
S #
And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus
f) &
A
&
[y,
Bless we Lord.
) 4 | . | |
@’ ‘-"“E | I .{ 1‘
[ (o)
Y,
Thanks to God.

LSB 201

LSB 202

20



Benediction LSB 202
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1d The Lord  bless  you and keep you. The Lord make

H 4t

P A

@ k e | & r > oF |
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.

H 4 #

P A Pl
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Hymn to Depart 596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized

9 | Iy . ; f T ; Iy I f T
Y 4¥ lI—,n F\\ { I I I= | | [ Y] N I Py |
@ [ [ I [ I

1 All Chris-tians who have been bap-tized, Who know the
2 You were be - fore your

day

God
In - deed, from your

of

of birth, con -

3 But all of that was washed a - way— Im - mersed and drowned for -
4 In Bap-tism we now put on Christ— Our shame is ful - ly
o) .
A ———T ) i —e — e ——
U(F\ | I /i .I) i I .I r r i ‘ Vi i} =l I'
- < | |
heav - en, And in whose dai - ly life is prized The name of
cep - tion, Con-demned and lost with all the earth, None good, with -
ev - er. The wa - ter of your Bap-tism day Re - stored a -
cov - ered With all that He once sac-ri-ficed And free - ly
o) . .
15— o r—— " | i
Christ once giv - en: Con - sid - er now what God has done, The
out ex - cep - tion. For like your par - ents’ flesh and blood, Turned
gain what-ev - er Old Ad-am and his sin de-stroyed And
for us suf - fered. For here the flood of His own blood Now
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gifts He gives to ev - 'ry - one Bap-tized in - to ChristJe - sus!
in - ward from the high-est good, You con-stant-ly de - nied Him.
all our sin - ful selves em-ployed Ac - cord-ing to our na - ture.

makes us ho - ly, right, and good Be - fore ourheav’n-ly Fa - ther.

e

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift
And give God thanks forever!
It gives the power to uplift
In all that you endeavor.
When nothing else revives your soul,
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole
And then in death completes you.

6 Souseitwelll You are made new—
In Christ a new creation!
As faithful Christians, live and do
Within your own vocation,
Until that day when you possess
His glorious robe of righteousness

Bestowed on you forever!

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg

We Know That Christ is Raised David Cherwien (b. 1957)
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A Notg Prom The Organist:

BWV 654 is taken from the Clavigribung Part 3, where Bach gxplorgs the Catgchism Choralegs, among
othgr things. It is ong of the few works published during his lifetime. In this pigeg, the Igft hand plags
a ranning figure that regpresents the waves of the river (gvidegntly Bach saw it as a raging torregnt)
whilg the right hand plags a dugt figure which some sgg as regpresenting the eross. Meanwhilg, the
choralg melody is plaged in the tgnor range in the pedal. Musicologists have found all Rinds of
numerical symbolism in this work, too complgx to discuss here.

The tung “€mgelberg” was writtegn by €nglish composer Charlgs V. Stanford (1852-1924) a very
promingnt musician in the latg ningtgenth century. It is used for threg different texts in oB. Pavid
Cherwign’s setting is reflective of LoB 603. It features rapid motion in the hands, including glissandos
(rapidly moving the thumb or the keys) while the pedal plags the melody.
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THIS WEEK’S NOTES

Announcements
+ Last Sunday’s Attendance: 29

+ Altar Guild Set Up: January 12 Gayle
January 19" Marie
Cleanup for January: Maurine and Nannette

+ Ushers for January: Leon Tarr and Jose Lopez

+ There is a Church Council Meeting after service today.

+ Wednesday Evening Zoom Bible Study will resume this Wednesday, January 15t at
7pm. We will be picking up with our exploration of the book of Genesis. Links sent out

weekly.

+ There will be a quick Voter's Meeting to elect the new Church Council next Sunday,
January 19%. There is a nomination sheet located in the Narthex.

+ All ladies of the Good Shepherd are invited to stay after the Voter's Meeting on
January 19 for a quick LWML meeting.

+ Thank you to everyone who dedicated a poinsettia to help decorate the sanctuary for
Christmas! You are welcome to take yours home today!

January Birthdays!
Hlicg Huhn 16"
Richard Huhn 26™"
Rigran Maher 29
Jill Rillian 30™

Weekly Memory Verse Challenge
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Titus 3:4-6

23




Lectionary Summary for the Baptism of Our Lord

The Triune God Opens Heaven to You in Holy Baptism
The Baptism of our Lord is an “Epiphany” of the one true God in the flesh and blood of
Jesus Christ. In divine mercy, He takes His place with sinners and takes their sin upon
Himself. “When all the people were baptized,” Jesus submitted Himself to a Baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Luke 3:21). He had no sins of His own, but He took
the sins of the world upon Himself and so was baptized into His own death. Therefore,
“when you pass through the waters,” He is with you (Is. 43:2). He created you for His glory,
and He has redeemed you with His blood, that you may be His own and live with Him in
His kingdom (Is. 43:1, 7). As you are baptized with a Baptism like His, so also are you
united with Him in His death and resurrection that you “might walk in newness of life” (Rom.
6:4). For all who are baptized into Christ Jesus receive His anointing of the Holy Spirit and
are named by His Father as beloved and well-pleasing sons and daughters.

Stewardship Bulletin Blurb

Luke 3:21 - “Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying ..." We know why the people were baptized, but why was Jesus
baptized? He didn't need repentance or forgiveness. The answer is that He did it for us.
The reason God sent His Son into the world is to fulfill all righteousness for us, to do what
we could not do. The whole of Jesus’ life, everything He did and said, was one great
offering to the Father in our stead to fulfill all righteousness for us. With our righteousness
fulfilled in Jesus and given to us in Baptism, our hearts now overflow with thanksgiving
and praise.

Lutheran'’s For Life Thoughts
With the sacrament of Baptism, the Lord Jesus makes childbirth central to the Christian
Gospel. The coming forth of new life always provides cause for celebration because the
Savior has sanctified it. Human beings as helpless and dependent as gestating babies
have His blessing: “You are my beloved child, and with you | am well pleased” (Luke 3:22).

“From the moment you were being knitted together in your mother's womb (Psalm
139:13), God’s began His careful construction of His chosen jewel of redemption.” Rev.
Adam Osier, Dean, Free Lutheran Bible College, Plymouth, Minnesota — A Life Quote from
Lutherans For Life * lutheransforlife.org

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God
through faith, for all of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Galatians 3:26-27

-
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