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The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
“A Church where God gives and we receive.” 
❖ The Rev. Edward Killian, Pastor (mobile) 424.293.6588 
❖ Ms. Moira Killian, Secretary (Office) 310.671-7644 

❖ Mr. Jay Rogers, Organist/Music Director 
❖ Mr. Jose Lopez, Congregational Chairman 

❖ Mr. Greg Griffin, Acolyte  
 

Welcome to our Divine Service! 
We are pleased that you are with us.  

 

+Worship Notes+ 

The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to kneel or 

stand, and what to say, is printed out in this folder so you may follow along. 
 

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! We are a 
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith 
according to the Holy Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord. God bless you. 
 

To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial 
welcome in Jesus’ name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you 
will feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ crucified and 
risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a church home and would like to 
know about our membership, pastor would love to speak with you! 
  Communion Policy 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and welcome to The Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church!  
To Those Intending To Commune This Morning: 
     We respectfully request that those visiting this morning would speak to Pastor Killian 
before coming to the altar for Holy Communion. While we desire that all who believe 
would join us in this feast of forgiveness, we are mindful of what God has spoken to us in 
His word regarding receiving this precious meal: 
     "Whoever therefore eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, 
and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body eats and drinks judgement on himself." (I Corinthians 11:27-29) 
     In light of this scripture and others, we take admittance to the Lord's Supper most 
seriously. It is God's desire that you approach His table with a prepared heart and 
mind, and our desire that you join us. Please speak to Pastor Killian that we may 
maintain good order and a God pleasing approach to His most precious gift of 
mercy! Thank you.  
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The Only Son From Heaven J. P. Sweelinck (1562-1621) 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Hymn of Invocation  382 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth 

 

 

 
 
5 The very Son of God sublime 

Entered into earthly time 
    To lead us from this world of cares 
    To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs. 
        Alleluia! 

 
6 In poverty He came to earth 

Showing mercy by His birth; 
    He makes us rich in heav’nly ways 
    As we, like angels, sing His praise. 
        Alleluia! 

 
7 All this for us our God has done 

Granting love through His own Son. 
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    Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 
    And sing His praise with endless voice. 
        Alleluia! 

Text (st. 1): German, c. 1380; (sts. 1, 6): tr. Gregory J. Wismar, 1946; (sts. 2–7): Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 2, 4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 
1913–2001; (sts. 3, 5, 7): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 

Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, 1524, Erfurt 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,* 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 
 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 

 
Gloria Patri LSB 186 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  
P O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. 
Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15 

Consecration of the Firstborn 

 1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the 
first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is 
mine.” 
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The Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out 
from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you 
out from this place. . . . 
 11“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you 
and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12you shall set apart to the LORD all that 
first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the 
LORD’s. 13Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not 
redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you 
shall redeem. 14And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this 
mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, 
from the house of slavery. 15For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the 
LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the 
firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open 
the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’” 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 111 
Great Are the LORD’s Works 

1Praise the LORD! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
 in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2Great are the works of the LORD, 
 studied by all who delight in them. 
3Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 
 and his righteousness endures forever. 
4He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 
 the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5He provides food for those who fear him; 
 he remembers his covenant forever. 
6He has shown his people the power of his works, 
 in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
7The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
 all his precepts are trustworthy; 
8they are established forever and ever, 
 to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9He sent redemption to his people; 
 he has commanded his covenant forever. 
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 Holy and awesome is his name! 
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
 all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
 His praise endures forever! 

 
Epistle Colossians 3:12–17 

P The Epistle is from Colossians, chapter 3. 
  
 12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so 
you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
  

 
  
Jesus Presented at the Temple 

 22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary 
and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 



10 

 

written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called 
holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of 
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the 
Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed 
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a 
sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts 
may be revealed.” 
 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from 
when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did 
not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 
38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak 
of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

The Return to Nazareth 

 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day 389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 
5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

 
6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

 
D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Pastor Edward Killian 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Offering Collected after service in the back of the church. 
 

Prayer of the Church The proper response is "Hear our prayer." 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 
Eternal Lord God, in the fullness of time You sent forth Your Son, born of a 
woman, born under the Law, to redeem us and give us the adoption as Your 
sons and heirs. Hear us, Father, as we call to You in His name. Give us grace 
to rejoice in Christ’s blessed incarnation, and grant us a glad new year. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Holy Father, You have adopted us into the divine family through the Sacrament 
of Holy Baptism as sons and heirs. Do not let us return to the slavery of sin, 
but remain joyful in the salvation and eternal inheritance that is ours in Christ 
Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P Almighty God, Your Son alone is judge of the earth, who decides all matters in 
equity and righteousness. Let us entrust ourselves to Christ and likewise 
delight in the fear of the Lord. Let us not put our trust in princes and leaders 
of this world, who must judge by what they see and hear. We pray for their 
health and wisdom and ask that we may honor them for the sake of 
conscience before You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P Blessed Lord, help the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our 
prayers including Alice, Allison, Betty, Bev, Brittany, Diane, Esperanza, 
Johnathan, Lynette, Marion and her family, Ron, and Timothy. Surround them 
with Your love in Christ and, according to Your gracious will, heal them. 
Comfort those who mourn, and fill their hearts with the certain hope of the 
resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P Gracious God, let all who come to the Sacrament of the Altar this day see their 
salvation in the very body and blood of Christ given them to eat and to drink. 
Let all return home like blessed Simeon, well prepared to depart in peace. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of 
Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious 
resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, 
where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from 
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, 
deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 
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Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Sit 

 
Distribution  
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Distribution Hymn  362 O Sing of Christ 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn 393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
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Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885–1933, alt. 
 

Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
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Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
Hymn to Depart  378 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 
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Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. "Lutheran Hymnal (Australia)", 1973 
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667 

Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Angels From the Realms of Glory Edwin C. Johnson (b. 1942) 

 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
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A Note From The Organist: 
 

Sweelinck was the most famous organist of his time, and his many pupils eventually 
established what is known as the North German School of organ music, which led to 
Buxtehude and Bach. He usually set chorales in variation form, as here. He limited this 
setting to two variations, the first with the melody in the pedal, and the second with the 
Melody ornamented in the soprano.  
 
Edwin C. Johnson lives in Minneapolis, where he serves at Holy Triune Lutheran Church. He 
has done an interesting setting of “Regent Square” which includes parts of “Unto Us a Child 
is Born” from Handel’s Messiah.  
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T This Week’s Notes T 

Announcements 
+ Last Sunday’s Attendance: 39 
 
+ Altar Guild Set Up: December 29th Susie 
             January 5th Maurine 
   Cleanup for December: Gayle and Perla 
   Cleanup for January: Maurine and Nannette  
 
+ Ushers for December: Dick Huhn and Olaf Teitell 
 
+ Thank you to everyone who dedicated a poinsettia to help decorate the sanctuary for 
Christmas! You are welcome to take yours home today or leave it another week! 
 
 

Lectionary Summary for the First Sunday After Christmas 
The Firstborn Son of God Is Our Redemption from Sin and Death 

When the Lord destroyed the firstborn sons of Egypt, He spared the sons of Israel by 
providing a lamb in their stead. Hence, all the firstborn sons belong to Him. Every firstborn 
male animal was sacrificed, and every firstborn son of man was redeemed (Ex. 13:12–
13). Therefore, the parents of Jesus “brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord” (Luke 2:22). However, He is not redeemed from priestly service but is consecrated 
for “the redemption of Jerusalem” and “the consolation of Israel” (Luke 2:25, 38). For God 
the Father did not spare His only begotten Son, but offered Him up as the true Passover 
Lamb, in order to redeem His people from bondage. His cross has caused many to 
stumble and fall, but His blood atoned for the sins of the world and delivers us from death. 
We now depart in the peace of Christ because we are also raised with Him. As we receive 
His body and blood, we join Simeon and Anna in “giving thanks to God the Father through 
him,” “singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,” including the Nunc Dimittis, with 
thankfulness in our hearts (Luke 2:28–32, 38; Col. 3:15–17). 
 

Stewardship Bulletin Blurb 
Luke 2:38 – “And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.” Notice here how 
giving thanks to God leads to good works (speaking about Jesus, in this case). 
Thankfulness towards God for all He has done for us is the foundation of a Christian life 
lived in godliness. For if we know all that the Lord has done for us, how can we not strive 
to honor Him with what we think, say and do? 
 


