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“A Church where God gives and we receive.”
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Welcome to our Divine Service!
We are pleased that you are with us.

+Worship Notes+
The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to kneel or
stand, and what to say, is printed out in this folder so you may follow along.

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! We are a
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith
according to the Holy Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord. God bless you.

To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial
welcome in Jesus’ name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you
will feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ crucified and
risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a church home and would like to
know about our membership, pastor would love to speak with you!

Communion Policy
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and welcome to The Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church!
To Those Intending To Commune This Morning:

We respectfully request that those visiting this morning would speak to Pastor Killian
before coming to the altar for Holy Communion. While we desire that all who believe
would join us in this feast of forgiveness, we are mindful of what God has spoken to us in
His word regarding receiving this precious meal:

"Whoever therefore eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then,
and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks judgement on himself." (I Corinthians 11:27-29)

In light of this scripture and others, we take admittance to the Lord's Supper most
seriously. It is God's desire that you approach His table with a prepared heart and
mind, and our desire that you join us. Please speak to Pastor Killian that we may
maintain good order and a God pleasing approach to His most precious gift of
mercy! Thank you.
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| Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Edwin D. Childs (b. 1945)

Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus

2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each

3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert

4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All  that well de-served His an - ger He no
far  and near, Call - ing sin-ners to re- pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum-ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her  that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins 1 cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.
rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184
(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to

grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERF

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184

(P] 0O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185
(P] Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word



Introit

Psalm 146:5-8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again | will say, | Rejoice.
Blesséd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,*
whose hope is in the | LORD his God,
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,*
who keeps faith for- | ever;
who executes justice for | the oppressed,*
who gives food to the | hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.*
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the | righteous.

Gloria Patri

LSB 186
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther

and to the Son
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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Lord, have
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mer - ¢y up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.

Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent

Salutation and Collect of the Day

@ The Lord be with you.
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(P} Let us pray.

(P) Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit
Old Testament Zephaniah 3:14-20

Israel’s Joy and Restoration

4Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
0 daughter of Jerusalem!
5The LoRD has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.
80n that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak.
7The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
18] will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.



Psalm

P)

“Behold, at that time | will deal
with all your oppressors.
And | will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and | will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
20At that time | will bring you in,
at the time when | gather you together;
for | will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when | restore your fortunes
before your eyes,” says the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Revive Us Again

"LoRrb, you were favorable to your land;

you restored the fortunes of Jacob.

2You forgave the iniquity of your people;

you covered all their sin.

3You withdrew all your wrath;

you turned from your hot anger.

“Restore us again, O God of our salvation,

and put away your indignation toward us!

SWill you be angry with us forever?

Will you prolong your anger to all generations?

5Will you not revive us again,

that your people may rejoice in you?

’Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,

and grant us your salvation.

8Let me hear what God the LorD will speak,

for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.
°Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.

Psalm 85



Epistle

10Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
"Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.
12yes, the Lorp will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
3Righteousness will go before him
and make his footsteps a way.

Philippians 4:4-7

“4Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. °Let your reasonableness
be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; ®do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
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known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses X1 0) /.A} /(
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds , \\ N
in Christ Jesus. Al S A
) This is the Word of the Lord. C\OJ Q
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le -lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 7:18-35

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
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Messengers from John the Baptist

8The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, "calling two
of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to
come, or shall we look for another?” 2°And when the men had come to him, they



said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come,
or shall we look for another?”” ?'In that hour he healed many people of diseases
and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And
he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead
are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 2And blessed is the
one who is not offended by me.”

2When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken
by the wind? »What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?
Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’
courts. 2What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than
a prophet. ZThis is he of whom it is written,

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

28| tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 2(When all the people heard
this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with
the baptism of John, *but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of
God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.)

$1"To what then shall | compare the people of this generation, and what are they
like? 32They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another,

“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’

3For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you
say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you
say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!
35Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be Thee, O  Christ.



Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

Che FEoly Trinity

10



Hymn of the Day 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - 1y, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us  haste, with
world is wrapped in fear, He will shield wus
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
0 | . .
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
Text: Latin, c. 5th—10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 181478, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Sermon Pastor Edward Killian
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Offering Collected after service in the back of the church.

Prayer of the Church The proper response is "Hear our prayer."

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

Almighty God, as You once sent messengers before the face of Jesus to
prepare His way, so strengthen and encourage pastors and church workers
as they make known His saving name. Open the ears of all who hear to rejoice,
repent and firmly believe in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You rescue the daughter of Zion from her enemies and take
away the judgments against her. Look with compassion upon Your people
wherever they suffer for the name of Jesus. Give them wisdom when they are
pressured to compromise, provide for them when they suffer loss, give
courage when they are afraid, and strengthen them in the midst of persecution
until You deliver them. Preserve us in the joyful hope that You will restore all
that is lost with what cannot be taken away. Lord, in Your mercy,

0 God, Giver of all good gifts, look upon the households of Your people.
Provide companionship for those who are alone. Strengthen the bonds of
marriage. Equip parents to raise their children in love and faith. Grant that our
homes may be places of joy, reasonableness, peace and prayer. Lord, in Your
mercy,

Lord, You command us not to be anxious, but in everything by prayer and
thanksgiving to make our requests known to You. Give wisdom, health and
success to the authorities who govern us and those newly elected. Give
earthly peace in our time, even as Your Gospel gives eternally the peace that
passes all understanding. Lord, in Your mercy,

God of all joy, You bid us to be anxious about nothing, but by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving to make our requests known to You. Forgive

12



our anxieties, and strengthen us to examine ourselves for whatever causes us
to doubt Your mercy. Guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, and hear
the prayers that we offer today. Lord, in Your mercy,

Look with kindness on all people, especially those for whom we pray: Alice,
Allison, Betty, Bev, Brittany, Diane, Esperanza, Johnathan, Lynette, Marion and
her family, Ron, and Timothy. Lord, in Your mercy,

Heavenly Father, the Son of Man came eating and drinking with sinners, that
He might proclaim the kingdom and welcome them in by the forgiveness of
sins. As He hosts His Supper this day for His repentant people, grant those
who partake of His body and blood to be worthy and well-prepared, firmly
believing the words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Lord,
in Your mercy,

Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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(P} Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194
(P] Itis truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

f | !
e —
> —» o s © ® o0 oo * ® o o e
)

(P Our Father who art in heav - en, hal -low - ed be Thy name,
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Thy king - dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
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dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My "} bod -y, which is giv-en foryou.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini LSB 197
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The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

Agnus Dei

LSB 198
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Sit

Please refer to the Communion Policy on page 2 before approaching the altar.

Distribution

Distribution Hymn

633 At the Lamb'’s High Feast We Sing
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1 At the Lamb’s high feast we  sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose love di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal blood is poured, Death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas - chal
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our vic-to - rious King, Who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred blood for wine, Gives His bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathesthe sword; Is - rael’s hosts  tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas - chal bread; With sin - cer - i - ty and love
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - lu - ial
Christ the  vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al -le - lu - ial
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - lu - ial
Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-1le - lu - ia!
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Mighty Victim from the sky,

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;

You have conquered in the fight,

You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

Now no more can death appall,

Now no more the grave enthrall;

You have opened paradise,

And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

Easter triumph, Easter joy!

This alone can sin destroy;

From sin’s pow'r, Lord, set us free,

Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!

Father, who the crown shall give,

Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days:

Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Text: Latin, c. 5th—10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 181468, alt.
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice

Text an

d tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn

606 | Lay My Sins on Jesus
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11 lay my sins on Je - sus, The spot-less Lamb of God;
21 lay my wants on Je - sus; All full - ness dwells in  Him;
31 rest my soul on Je - sus, This wea-ry soul of mine;
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He Dbears them all and frees us From the ac - curs - ed load.
He  heals all my dis - eas - es; My soul He does re -deem.
His right hand me em - brac - es; 1 on His breast re - cline.
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I bring my guilt to Je - sus To wash my crim-son stains
I  lay my griefson Je - sus, My bur-dens and my cares;
I love the name of Je - sus, Im - man-uel, Christ, the Lord;
Hu . . ‘
o I i ] | S — ] — I | .
Clean in  His blood most pre-cious Till not a spot re - mains.
He from them all re - leas - es; He all my sor-rows shares.
Like fra-grance on the breez - es His name a-broad is poured.
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
f 8 — = | |
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
0 4 . .
o U [ | ) ) [ |
&t e
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
() 4 | | ‘
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
O & | | | | | -
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
f) 4 | .
P’ A PR ! " 1
e S
Py, * O o
peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
0 4 | | | |
A aey SR
Gt e

the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it

was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.
Thanksgivin LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Post-Communion Collect
(P] Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Salutation
) #
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.

LSB 201
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Benedicamus LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.
f) 4 | . | |
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202
» 4
o AT
(1 ol . I ol
:)v " —— [ ——
) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
() 4 4
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *}+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Hymn to Depart
0

354 Arise, O Christian People

===
’ . = - L
o) < | d\_/’ |
1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your- selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum - ble heart and low - 1ly God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
o) . ‘ .
75— —y— — i = —] — i
& e o o = o1 oo *® | =
o) ' e '
day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - ror The haugh - ty
side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
o) ‘ . .
o | I I I | I I I I I I
G ke et
o) . .
sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’'n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The  heart sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
o) . ‘ ‘ .
A — I 7 i — i i 2 - i i
truth and light were giv. - en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly wval - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a-
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; ri sing Your prais - es
o) . .
A 5— i i i 7 i I i i i
D — ( — . ] = o o 2 Ca—,
Q) u\_/ ' ————
heav - en To all the world is shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 180674, alt.

Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbiichlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain

In Thee is Gladness BWV 615

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
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A Notg Prom The Organist:

€dwin P. Childs is a profgssor of composition and music theory at Moody Biblg Institute in
Chicago. Hg has s¢t this dmerican folk hymn with a text by Charlgs Wesley as a trio, with
flutgs and strings plaging a haunting mglody in the right hand, whilg the Igft hand playgs tung
on the Hautbois (obog).

BWV 615 is from the Little Organ Book, and is unusual in that the melody is presented is a
fragmented form, rather than in a continuous ling. The pedal playgs a driving ostinato pattern.
Ngar the end, thg Zimbglstern, a s¢t of small bells which arg rotated by the wind system of
the organ is added. The devieg was common is Bach’s time.

+ THIS WEEK’S NOTES

Announcements
+ Last Sunday’s Attendance: 39
Midweek Attendance: 17

+ Altar Guild Set Up: December 15" Gayle
December 22" Marie
Cleanup for December: Gayle and Perla
+ Ushers for December: Dick Huhn and Olaf Teitell

+ Congregation Voter's Meeting today after service. Please stay and vote!

+ Poinsettias are available to dedicate for $10. Today is the last day to order a
poinsettia. There are 12 poinsettias left to dedicate!

Pecember Birthdags!
Johnathan Thomas 23™

We welcome you to join us for our Midweek Advent Services
The Advent theme for 2024 is “The Prophets Testify: The Promise of Christmas”.

Third Midweek in Advent — December 20" @ 7pm

Advent Suppers will be served before service at 6pm in the assembly room. Speak with Jill if
you are interested in helping!

23




Celebrate Christmas at the Good Shepherd!

Christmas Eve Organ Recital — Tuesday, December 24" at 3:30pm

Service of Lessons and Carols- Tuesday, December 24" at 4pm

Christmas Day Service — Wednesday, December 25" at 10am

Lectionary Summary for the Third Sunday in Advent
The Coming of Jesus Enables Us to Rejoice

The Third Sunday in Advent has traditionally been called by the Latin word Gaudete,
meaning “Rejoice!” For as you are called to repentance, so also are you urged to rejoice in
the coming of the Lord, Jesus Christ. By His own cross, He has accomplished salvation
for you; “he has cleared away your enemies,” “taken away the judgments against you” and
come to reign in your midst. Indeed, He rejoices over you with gladness and song (Zeph.
3:15-17)! Therefore, even from prison St. Paul encourages us to ‘rejoice in the Lord
always,” knowing that the peace of God will guard and keep us in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:4,
7). We find an example and encouragement in the case of John the Baptist. As he
languishes in prison, he calls upon Jesus and is strengthened by the Word of the Gospel
that he receives. The same good news is preached to you, by which all things are made
new and even “the dead are raised up” (Luke 7:22). Do not be offended by the cross,
therefore, but let your life be one of prayer and thanksgiving (Luke 7:23; Phil. 4:6).

Stewardship Bulletin Blurb

Philippians 4:5-6 — “The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God.” Wouldn't you like to be free from worry and anxiety? Isn’t it worry and
anxiety that often keep us from living the generous life God has called us to? St. Paul
contrasts anxiety with prayer, supplication and thanksgiving in making our requests
known to God. In other words, when you are tempted to anxiety and worry, pray to the Lord
with a thankful heart and pour out your supplications before Him.

Lutheran'’s For Life Thoughts
Gospel-motivated voices For Life bring reasonableness to the cultural conversation about
life issues (Philippians 4:5). It means a message of joy and hope instead of just another
angry and fearful demeanor. The sanctity of life proclaims good news to neighbors made
poor (Luke 7:22) by pressures toward abortion and physician-assisted suicide. God
remains mighty to save (Zephaniah 3:17), even in surprise pregnancy and terminal
diagnosis.
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