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Psalmody 
Psalm Psalm 50:1–15 

God Himself Is Judge 

1The Mighty One, God the LORD, 
 speaks and summons the earth 
 from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
2Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
 God shines forth. 

3Our God comes; he does not keep silence; 
 before him is a devouring fire, 
 around him a mighty tempest. 
4He calls to the heavens above 
 and to the earth, that he may judge his people: 
5“Gather to me my faithful ones, 
 who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!” 
6The heavens declare his righteousness, 
 for God himself is judge! 

7“Hear, O my people, and I will speak; 
 O Israel, I will testify against you. 
 I am God, your God. 
8Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you; 
 your burnt offerings are continually before me. 
9I will not accept a bull from your house 
 or goats from your folds. 
10For every beast of the forest is mine, 
 the cattle on a thousand hills. 
11I know all the birds of the hills, 
 and all that moves in the field is mine. 

12“If I were hungry, I would not tell you, 
 for the world and its fullness are mine. 
13Do I eat the flesh of bulls 
 or drink the blood of goats? 
14Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
 and perform your vows to the Most High, 
15and call upon me in the day of trouble; 
 I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” 

 
Sit 
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Office Hymn  342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 

 

Readings 
Reading Malachi 3:1–7b 

 1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But 
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For 
he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and 
they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former 
years. 
 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those 
who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against 
those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

Robbing God 

 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not 
consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes 
and have not kept them.” 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsory (Advent) LSB 230 

 

 
 

Hymn  343 Prepare the Royal Highway 
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Sermon: "Malachi Prophesies" Pastor Edward Killian 

 

Canticle 
 

Stand 

 

 
 

Magnificat  933 My Soul Rejoices 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 

 
Offering Collected after service in the back of the church. 

 

Prayer 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us T from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Collects 
 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 
P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, 

that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Collect for Peace 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our 
hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Stand 

 
Benedicamus LSB 234 
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Benediction LSB 234 

 

 

 
 

Hymn to Depart 373 See amid the Winter’s Snow 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 

Tune: John Goss, 1800–80 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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We welcome you to join us for our Midweek Advent Services! 
 

Third Midweek in Advent – Wednesday, December 18th at 7pm 

 

Advent Suppers will be held in the Assembly Room before service at 6pm. 

 

Celebrate Christmas at the Good Shepherd! 
 

Christmas Eve Organ Recital – Tuesday, December 24th at 3:30pm 

Service of Lessons and Carols- Tuesday, December 24th at 4pm 

Christmas Day Service – Wednesday, December 25th at 10am 

 
 

A Snippet From 1517 
Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-7b (Advent 2: Series C) 

The Messenger is coming—must come—because the LORD God has promised, and He is 
unchanging and always faithful no matter how unfaithful His people may be. 

 
The Old Testament lesson for this Sunday is from the Book of the Twelve, the prophetic 
writings of Malachi. The text is Malachi 3:1-7b. Malachi is the last recorded prophecy until 
the coming of the LORD, 400 years later. This makes his message especially powerful and 
unique. The reference to the “temple” in verse 1 indicates that Malachi is issuing these 
prophetic words after the return from the Babylonian exile and the rebuilding of the 
Jerusalem Temple. This provides the historical setting for the text as Malachi focuses our 
attention ahead—400 years ahead—with his words. 
As we read this pericope it is interesting to remember that the name “Malachi” means “my 
messenger” in Hebrew. In our text, Malachi is not referencing himself when he speaks of 
messengers, so our task is to identify who he is talking about. In fact, we see he is referring 
to two messengers. The first messenger in verse one is speaking of the prophet we know 
as John the Baptizer. He is also referred to as “Elijah” or the “New Elijah” by Isaiah and 
Malachi. The second to the last verse of the Book of Malachi says, “Behold, I will send you 
Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD.” The second 
messenger mentioned in verse one is the “messenger of the covenant.” This is not John 
the Baptist but is a direct reference to the coming of Christ to His Temple, His 
incarnational coming into our world. With the coming of both John the Baptizer and Jesus 
Christ mentioned here it becomes obvious why this text was chosen for the season of 
Advent. 
לֵחַ  3:1  ”Qal participle: “to send” “…am sending (shaw-lakh) שלח :root (sho-le-aCh) שֹׁ

https://www.esv.org/verses/Malachi%203%3A1-7b/
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לְאָכִי  ,”my messenger” Although this is the same word we translate as “angel“ (mal-a-Chi) מ 
this is not a reference to an angelic being. 
 to remove; empty” The idea is the removal of obstacles, the clearing of the“ (u-pin-nah) וּפִנָהַ
path. It is frequently translated as prepare (prepare the way). 
ם  ”suddenly; surprisingly“ (u-fit-Om) וּפִתְאֹׁ
 ”e (hei-cha-Lo) “his templeהֵיכָלוֹ
“He (the LORD) will suddenly come to His Temple...,” asks the question, “When?” When 
does this occur in the New Testament accounts of the Messiah? Obviously, the LORD 
Jesus visits the Jerusalem Temple on numerous occasions during His earthly life. Does 
this refer to when Mary and Joseph present Him for circumcision, or when He instructs 
the elders, or perhaps His cleansing of the Temple, etc.? In Haggai 2 the LORD coming to 
the Temple is accompanied by an earthquake and smoke/darkness which is a direct 
reference to the events after Christ’s death on the cross. It is at the moment when the 
Temple curtain is torn that Jesus goes into the Holy of Holies—the last and greatest High 
Priest—to place His own blood as the all-availing sacrifice for the sins of the world. In 
Malachi we do not have any specific indicators, but the word “suddenly” might point us in 
the same direction as Haggai. 
קְשִיםַ  Piel participle (note the absence of the dagesh (baw-kash) בקשַ :root (me-vak-Shim) מְב 
in the second consonant): “to seek; to request”, “…are seeking” 

ךְ לְא  בְרִית וּמ  ה   (u-mal-Ach hab-be-Rit) ”the messenger of the covenant” This is a Messianic 
title. 
 ”delight; desire; having delight in” (cha-fe-Tzim) חֲפֵצִים
לְכֵל 3:2  ”Piel Prtcpl: “to endure; support; contain (kool) כול :root (me-chal-Kel) .מְכ 
 ,”Nifal infinitive (with suffix): “to show; to appear (raw-aw) ראה :root (be-he-ra-o-To) .בְהֵרָאוֹתוֹ
“his appearing” 
 ”Piel: “to refine (tsaw-raf) צרף :root (me-tza-Ref) מְצָרֵף
רִית  ”alkaline salt; soap; fullers’ soap“ (u-che-vo-Rit) וּכְבֹׁ
הֵר 3:3  ”Piel: “to cleanse; purify (taw-Hare) טהר :root (u-me-ta-Her) וּמְט 
קַ  ”Piel: “to filter; purify (zaw-kak) זקק :root (ve-zik-Kak) וְזִק 
 ”Qal: “to be pleasing; sweet; to be well-pleasing (aw-rabe) ערב :root (ve-a-re-Vah) וְעָרְבָהַ 3:4
ת נִיֹׁ דְמֹׁ  ”former; ancient; earlier” (kad-mo-ni-Yat) ;ק 
 ”e (ed) “witnessעֵדַ 3:5
הֵר  ”Piel participle: “to make haste; to be swift; to hasten (maw-har) מהר :root (me-ma-Her) מְמ 
שְפִים מְכ   ”Piel participle: “to practice sorcery (kaw-shaf) כשף :root (bam-chash-she-Fim) ;ב 
מְנָאֲפִים  ”Piel participle: “to commit adultery (naw-af) נאף :root (u-vam-na-a-Fim) וּב 
שְקֵיַ  ;Qal participle (in construct): “to oppress; exploit (aw-shak) עשקֵַ :root (u-ve-o-she-Kei) וּבְעֹׁ
extort” 

ר שָכִיר-שְכ   (se-cha-r-Sa - chir) “the wages of hirelings” “the wages of laborers” 
לְמָנָה  ”widow“ (al-ma-Nah) ;א 
 ”fatherless; orphan“ (ve-ya-Tom) וְיָתוֹם

https://www.esv.org/verses/Haggai%202/
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 ”stranger; sojourner“ (ger) גֵר
 ”Qal: “to change (shaw-naw) שנה :root (sha-Ni-ti) שָנִיתִי 3:6
 ”to be finished; consumed; destroyed“ (kaw-law) כלה :root (che-li-Tem) כְלִיתֶם
Because of the unchanging, faithfulness of the LORD to His covenant, the children of 
Jacob are not destroyed/consumed even in their changing and unfaithfulness. The LORD 
cannot break His covenant—He cannot change that which He has promised. There may 
be detours/captivities/exiles/lost battles/times of distress, but the LORD cannot change 
and must fulfill His promises and send His Son. This is the great and beautiful Gospel 
message that Malachi shouts out. The Messenger is coming—must come—because the 
LORD God has promised, and He is unchanging and always faithful no matter how 
unfaithful His people may be. 
יַ שוּבוַּ 3:7 וְאָשוּבָה אֵל   (Shu-vu e-Lai ve-a-Shu-vah) root: ַשוב (shoob) “to turn; return” “return to 
me and I will return…” 
It is unfortunate that the pericope ends here in the middle of verse 7. It would perhaps be 
better to continue on to at least verse 12. These last words, “return to me and I will return 
to you,” seem to contradict much of what has preceded. Indeed, the rest of the verse says, 
“How shall we return?” which is the right question. With man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible. It is the LORD God who does not change and remains faithful 
and through His Son returns the people to Himself. The Messenger of the Covenant will 
fulfill the promise and bring all nations to Him, and these people will call the people of 
Israel blessed for through them they are blessed—through the Coming One. 
Jeffrey Pulse, November 2021, 1517.org 


