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Welcome to our Divine Service!
We are pleased that you are with us.

+Worship Notes+
The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to kneel or
stand, and what to say, is printed out in this folder so you may follow along.

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! We are a
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith
according to the Holy Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord. God bless you.

To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial
welcome in Jesus’ name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you
will feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ crucified and
risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a church home and would like to
know about our membership, pastor would love to speak with you!

Communion Policy
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and welcome to The Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church!
To Those Intending To Commune This Morning:

We respectfully request that those visiting this morning would speak to Pastor Killian
before coming to the altar for Holy Communion. While we desire that all who believe
would join us in this feast of forgiveness, we are mindful of what God has spoken to us in
His word regarding receiving this precious meal:

"Whoever therefore eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then,
and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks judgement on himself." (I Corinthians 11:27-29)

In light of this scripture and others, we take admittance to the Lord's Supper most
seriously. It is God's desire that you approach His table with a prepared heart and
mind, and our desire that you join us. Please speak to Pastor Killian that we may
maintain good order and a God pleasing approach to His most precious gift of
mercy! Thank you.
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| My Lord, What a Morning

Raymond H. Haan (b. 1938)

Confession and Absolution
Hymn of Invocation 514 The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us
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1 The Bride-groom soon will call us, “Come to the wed-ding feast.”
2 There shall we see in glo - ry Our dear Re-deem-er’s face;
3 There God shall from all e - wvil For - ev - er make us free,
4 In that  fair home shall nev - er Be si - lent mu - sic’s voice;
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May slum-ber not be - fall us Nor watch-ful-ness de - crease.
The long - a-wait-ed sto - ry Of heav'n-ly joy takes place:
From sin and from the dev - il, From all ad- ver - si - ty,
With hearts and lips for-ev - er We shall in God re - joice,
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May all our lamps be burn - ing With oil e - nough and more
The pa - tri-archs shall meet wus, The proph-ets’ ho - ly band;
From sick-ness, pain, and sad - ness, From trou - bles, cares, and fears,
While an - gel hosts are rais - ing With saints from great to least
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That we, with Him re - turn - ing, May find an o -pen door!
A - pos - tles, mar - tyrs greet us In that ce - les-tial land.
And grant us heav’'n-ly glad - ness And wipe a-way our tears.
A  might -y hymn for prais - ing The Giv - er of the feast.

Text: Johann Walter, 1496-1570; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (sts. 2—4): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.
Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbiittel, ed. Michael Praetorius

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

P
Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.



Exhortation LSB 184
(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to

grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERDE

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184

P] 0O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185
(P) Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 39:4-5q, 7-8, 12a; antiphon: 2 Peter 3:13b NIV

We are looking forward to a new heaven and a | new earth,*
the home of | righteousness.

O Lorp, make me know my end and what is the measure | of my days;*
let me know how fleeting | | am!

Behold, you have made my days a few | handbreadths,*



and my lifetime is as nothing be- | fore you.
And now, O Lord, for what | do | wait?*
My hope | is in you.
Deliver me from all my trans- | gressions.*
Do not make me the scorn | of the fool!
Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear | to my cry;*
hold not your peace | at my tears!

Gloria Patri LSB 186
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Kyrie

Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

LSB 186
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Lord, have mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.

LSB 187
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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® The Lord be with you.
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O Lord God, heav'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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(P} Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that,
ever mindful of Your glorious return, we may persevere in both faith and
holiness of living; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.
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A - men.

Old Testament

P

4“Give attention to me, my people,
and give ear to me, my nation;
for a law will go out from me,
and | will set my justice for a light to the peoples.
My righteousness draws near,
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will judge the peoples;
the coastlands hope for me,
and for my arm they wait.
®Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and they who dwell in it will die in like manner;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my righteousness will never be dismayed.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 51:4-6



Psalm Psalm 93
The LORD Reigns

'The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty;
the LORD is robed; he has put on strength as his belt.
Yes, the world is established;
it shall never be moved.
2Your throne is established from of old;
you are from everlasting.
3The floods have lifted up, O LORD,
the floods have lifted up their voice;
the floods lift up their roaring.
“Mightier than the thunders of many waters,
mightier than the waves of the sea,
the LORD on high is mighty!
*Your decrees are very trustworthy;
holiness befits your house,
O LoRb, forevermore.

Epistle Jude 1:20-25
20But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray in the Holy
Spirit; 2'keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ that leads to eternal life. 2And have mercy on those who doubt; Zsave
others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating
even the garment stained by the flesh.

Doxology

Z*Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 2°to the only God, our
Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
before all time and now and forever. Amen.

(P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Holy Gospel Mark 13:24-37
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

The Coming of the Son of Man

24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and
the moon will not give its light, °and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 2°And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in clouds with great power and glory. 2’And then he will send out the angels
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
heaven.

The Lesson of the Fig Tree

28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and
puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 2°So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. *°Truly, | say to you,
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 3'"Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

No One Knows That Day or Hour

$2“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. *Be on guard, keep awake. For you do
not know when the time will come. %t is like a man going on a journey, when he
leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands
the doorkeeper to stay awake. *>Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when
the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock
crows, or in the morning— *lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 3’And what
| say to you | say to all: Stay awake.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.




Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,

Sit

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day
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516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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1 “Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing,” The watch-men on the
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- ing, And all  her heart with

3 Now let all the heav’'ns a - dore Thee, Let saints and an - gels
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heights are cry - ing; “A - wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, a - rise!”
joy is spring - ing; She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
sing be - fore Thee With harp and cym-bals’ clear - est  tone.
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Mid-night hears the wel-come voic - es  And at the thrill-ing

For her Lord comes down all - glo

Of one pearl each shin-ing p
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or - tal, Where, join-ing with the
A — |
foN— ! | =i P — i P — } I i I
ANV ! | “ b I e o (] I |
o) . o = =
cry  re-joic - es: “Oh,where are ye, ye vir - gins wise?
truth vic - to - rious; Her star is ris’n, her light 18 come.
choir im-mor - tal, We gath - er round Thy ra - diant throne.
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The Bride - groom comes, a-wake! Your lamps with glad - ness take!
Now come, Thou Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son,
No eye has  seen the light, No ear has heard the might
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Al - le - lu - ial

With brid - al care Your-selves pre - pare
Hail! Ho-san - na!l We en - ter all The wed - ding hall
Of Thy glo - ry; There-fore will we E - ter - nal - ly
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To meet the Bride-groom, who is near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!

Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon

Pastor Edward Killian
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Offering Collected after service in the back of the church.

Prayer of the Church
P

The proper response is "Hear our prayer.”

O Almighty God, merciful Father, in this present life of sin and suffering Your

Holy Church longs for the return of Christ. Give us grace to make a good
confession and strength to stand firm in the faith, ever watchful for His

coming in power and glory. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious God, bestow strength and steadfastness on the pastors and

missionaries of Your Church, that in these gray and latter days Your little flock
may be nurtured and built up to the praise of Christ, who called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light. Lord, in Your mercy,
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Most merciful God and Father, give grace to Your Holy Church throughout the
world, that she may serve You with reverence and awe and endure faithful to
the end. Lord, in Your mercy,

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, in humility Your only-begotten Son stood before
governors and kings and was accused unjustly for our sake. Defend the cause
of the weak and those who have no voice in our society, particularly the
unborn, the poor and the homeless. Give the government of our nation the
fortitude to serve its citizens and strive for fairness and justice. Lord, in Your
mercy,

O God, with all creation we look in eager expectation toward our final
redemption at the revelation of Your Son. Until that day, sustain those who live
under the cross. Give them patience and hope, and grant healing and aid to
the sick especially Alice, Allison, Betty, Bev, Diane, Johnathan, Lynette, Marion
and her family, Ron, Timothy, and all who have asked for our prayers. Draw near
to the dying. Hold them in the arms of Your love, and defend them against the
final assaults of the evil one. Comfort those who mourn with the hope of the
resurrection of the body to eternal life. Give us faith to believe that, in such
crosses, You work all things for our good. Lord, in Your mercy,

Almighty God, make each communicant worthy to receive Christ's body and
blood this day, that they would do so with a repentant heart and in faith, not
to their judgment but for their salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,

Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Receive our thanks
and praise for all those who have died in the faith, and bring us with them to
share in the splendors of the new heavens and the new earth. Lord, in Your
mercy,

O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of
Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious
resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You,
where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers,
deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
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Preface LSB 194
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P} The Lord be  with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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P)] Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194
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Sanctus

It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

LSB 195
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of Thy glo - ry. Ho - san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
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(P} Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be-trayed, took bread,
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dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My "} bod -y, which is giv-en foryou.

This do in re-mem - brance of Me.” In the same way al - so
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He took the cup after sup - per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My ‘T blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini LSB 197
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Agnus Dei LSB 198
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit

Please refer to the Communion Policy on page 2 before approaching the altar.
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Distribution

Distribution Hymn 638 Eat This Bread
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o @ @ © o o
Eat this bread, drink this cup, Come to Him and nev-er be hun - gry.
) & .
P A ] ] I A y A I ) I
- 0 I I A I , | L, | A I N I y 2
o) o ° =] I [ I | I o | IR = PN
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, Trust in Him and you will not thirst.
A y Cantor or Choir
P - — T ‘ I r— I — ! K—
V 4N | [ [ | [\ N A [ I | [ [ | [ |
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1 This is His bod-y giv-en for you; this is His blood that was shed for you.
2+ ———r [ ]
%\V 'I e o e o o o ® @

2 As of-ten asyou eat this bread anddrink this cup, you show His death un-tilHe comes a-gain

L) -
o A I ! \ ! | | il P =
e e e e s e
St —

3 Eat His flesh and drink His blood, and Christ will raiseyou up on the Last Day.

f) # [— y I
e —— — ———
el | | == pi
A1V I I = e [ e -
o) = |
4 An-y-one who eats this bread will  live for - ev - er ‘
by . L T TR e i
b - . I N e o o
y i o o o o [H® o _— I ] | ie—eo @
(ey—® N A S I d 14 I o= ‘ wﬁ:
A3V I I I I [ I I I P
e | — 1 \ | | b % 1 1 \
51If we be-lieve and eat this bread, we will have e - ter- nal life.

Text (sts. 1-2): Stephen P. Starke, 1955; (sts. ref, 3-5): Robert J. Batastini, 1942; (sts. ref, 3-5): Taizé Community
Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-94
Text (sts. 1-2): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401
Text (sts. ref, 3-5) and tune: © 1984 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110000401
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Distribution Hymn 601 All Who Believe and Are Baptized
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1 All who be-lieve and are bap-tized Shall see the Lord’s sal - va - tion;
2 With one ac-cord, O God,we pray: Grant us Your Ho - ly Spir - it.
n H A Il Il 1 Il A 1 Il

o o N | [ 1 I I < l\‘ i | i ]‘ [N [

ey wq.::g P i —_ | | Atﬁ

P 1 ¢, e -7
Bap-tized in-to the death of Christ, They are a new cre-a - tion.
Help us in our in - fir- mi - ty Through Je - sus’ blood and mer - it.

n H \ Il A \ Il

almm o1 e —

- —=7 2 e ° s 'e = o .

Q) r | I i_
Through Christ’s re-demp-tion they shall stand A - mong the glo-rious,
Grant us to grow in grace each day That by this sac - ra -

{) & ‘

o #L ! 1 } I )y

s t—F—= —— i o i i ——

A3V r & 1 & = & P [

S = - o I m——
heav’n - ly  band Of ev - °ry tribe and na - tion.
ment  we may E - ter - nal life in - her - it

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199

) & | |
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o I ——.._ i AAAiASAA—A——LWbHH
A < 5 =
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
# | | ‘
) AP > I | T ! ;
(ol e i — o — o m—
A3V | | | | [ - =i
o T o
which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
f) 4 L . | | | L
A — 1 | ‘ —— ——]
ﬂ‘\y—ﬁ—’ “ —o WW
o L4 ~ \ [ el

a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el Glo - ry  be to the Father and
o4 o | | } i — — i P
e
to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
f) 4 | | .
P A . T o [ | | | ) )
{5 ol i — i — — | —]
o b R — > R—
isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with -out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
() #
A
S .
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
f) 4 | ‘
™A - I | i T
(T o 1  — |
D | -
and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Post-Communion Collect

P

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

0 u | ] ‘
o oL | [ [ |
e o o .
| b (o]
e [
A - men.
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Salutation LSB 201

[ 4
P’ A I} :
@Q) o [®
P The Lord be with you.
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eSS B —ee
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
() u
)" AT}
®
£ o
o
Bless we the Lord.
) # | . | |
T e — |
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202
H & 4
7" — | —
(e ol [ J L —CO
o
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
H 4 4
A |
@ bl Q r ] r ] > r I A T
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
H 4 ¢
Ayt

A« t | . | | ‘
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Hymn to Depart
f) 4

606 | Lay My Sins on Jesus

o . ! I . . l ! I—
ke R S S U S S U S U SR SO N
';:Yz P — o 2] r i——'—‘—o_d_di‘di
11 lay my sins on Je - sus, The spot-less Lamb of God;
21 lay my wants on Je - sus; All full - ness dwells in  Him;
31 rest my soul on Je - sus, This wea-ry soul of mine;
oW} . L .
o L JR—— ! I I 1 ! )} [ 1
{ey——— | — o ] ! i — m—— I i
He bears them all and frees us From the ac - curs - ed load.
He  heals all my dis - eas - es; My soul He does re -deem.
His right hand me em -brac - es; 1 on His breast re - cline.
[ 4 ‘
o #L | I I | | - | | [
V AN I [ I [ I [ I P = P I M| [
(ESSSS s ===~ = = =
I bring my guilt to Je - sus To wash my crim-son stains
I lay my griefs on Je - sus, My bur-dens and my  cares;
I love the name of Je - sus, Im - man-uel, Christ, the Lord;
Hu . . ‘
i | i { | S — { — | . :
SZEE=S S —————=——urx
Clean in  His blood most pre - cious Till not a spot re - mains.
He from them all re - leas - es; He all my sor-rows shares.
Like fra-grance on the breez - es His name a-broad is poured.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-89
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen
Text and tune: Public domain

All Glory Be To God On High Georg Boehm (1671-1733)

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.

d Notg From The Organist:
Ragmond 1. HHaan has spent his entire life in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He has written music
in many forms, although theg balk of his output is in the chareh figld. Hlis organ music the
many colors of the organ, using a rich palgtte of sounds. Herg hg gxplorgs the rich tongs of
the organ, from thg softgst to the loudgst.

“dll Glory be to God on High” was often used as the hgymn of praisg is the lutheran Services
of the 18th Century. Bach and Walther gach wrote at lgast tgn settings of it.

Boghm was promingnt during his lifetime, and was a strong influgneg on J. 8. Bach.

This hymn is plaged today becausg we arg about to gnter the sgason of ddvent, in which the
hymn of praisg is omitted until Christmas, when it returns triumphantly.
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+ THIS WEEK’S NOTES

Announcements
+ Last Sunday’s Attendance: 31

+ Altar Guild Set Up: November 24" Marie
December 15t Susie

Cleanup for November: Marie and Susie
Cleanup for December: Gayle and Perla

+ Ushers for November: Clinton Galloway and Olaf Teitell
Ushers for December: Dick Huhn and Olaf Teitell

+ Christmas Toy Drive! The Good Shepherd is teaming up with Lutheran Social Services
once again to collect new toys for children ages 1-12. We will be collecting toys until
Sunday, December 8.

+ Rejoice and give thanks to the One who gives us everything, at Thanksgiving Service
this Wednesday, November 27t at 7pm.

+ Poinsettias will be available to order next week!

+ There will be NO Wednesday Evening Bible Study. We will be going on hiatus until
after the new year!

Novegmber Birthdays!
Clinton Galloway 30"
@Qagle Tarr 30"

Stewardship Bulletin Blurb
Isaiah 51:6 — “For the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment.”
The things of this earth that hold our attention, that cause us worry, that tempt us away
from the Lord, are all passing away. They will vanish like a garment. They are not for us to
worry over, but rather to use for the Lord’s purposes. The things of this world are not ends
in and of themselves, but only means to be used wisely by the children of the kingdom
that has no end.

Weekly Memory Verse Challenge
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold,
the new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:17
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Lectionary Summary for the Last Sunday of the Church Year

The signs of the end are all around us, constant reminders that “heaven and earth will pass
away.” But all of these signs are centered in the cross of Christ, whereby He has conquered
sin and death, that we might be raised with Him in righteousness through His Word of the
Gospel, which “will not pass away” (Mark 13:31). He is “the firstborn of the dead,” who in
His great love “has freed us from our sins by his blood” (Rev. 1:5). His salvation is certain
because “his dominion is an everlasting dominion” and His Kingdom “shall not be
destroyed” (Dan. 7:14). For this purpose He came into the world, to reign in love through
His voice of the Gospel, which is the truth (John 18:37). So is the righteousness of Christ
“a light to the peoples,” which “will never be dismayed” because it is the justice of His cross
and resurrection (Is. 51:4-6). As He “is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you
blameless before the presence of his glory,” so wait upon “the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ that leads to eternal life” (Jude 20-24).

A Snippet From 15717
It is this Jesus who will come again to judge the living and the dead. The last days are not
out there in the future somewhere. You are in them now. The church has been living in the
last days ever since Good Friday. To live in the last days is to live on the threshold between
time and eternity. How close we are, we do not know. Life can and is deceptive. It is easy
to think that life just meanders on, that the comfortable routines that we have established
for ourselves will continue uninterrupted. We can so easily be lulled into the fleshly
security of the man in Jesus’ parable who surveyed his filled to overflowing barns and
concluded that his soul could be at rest for he had laid up for himself a bounty of wealth
that would supply his needs for years to come. Jesus calls this man a fool, for the
abundance of his riches blinded him to the fact that his soul would be required of him that
very night.
You seeg, the things by which we evaluate our lives are transient and deceptive. Wealth and
health are not permanent. There is a Judge who is standing at the door. He is not removed
in some far distant realm of the future. He is near now even as one day—a day that is
hidden from- He will come on clouds, and every eye will see Him and every tongue confess
either in eternal joy or perpetual shame that He is Lord. Faith is not preoccupied with futile
attempts to calculate the day or hour. Faith lives by the precious promises that Jesus
makes right now. “Heaven and earth,” Jesus says, “will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.”
That means that even though we always live as those who walk under the shadow of
death, we can live in confidence and peace. The believer in Jesus Christ does not have to
fret about the final judgment, living in uncertainty and fear. Why? Because you have
already heard God’s final verdict ahead of time. God let it slip out early. It is no longer a
secret. It is called the absolution. God says, “I forgive you all your sin.” It is as sure and
certain here on earth as it is in heaven!
John T. Pless, “The Last Sundays of the Church Year”, November 2020, 1517.org
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