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The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

“A Church where God gives and we receive.”
< The Rev. Edward Killian, Pastor (mobile) 424.293.6588
< Ms. Moira Killian, Secretary (Office) 310.671-7644
« Mr. Jay Rogers, Organist/Music Director
< Mr. Jose Lopez, Congregational Chairman

<% Mr. Greg Griffin, Acolyte

Welcome to our Divine Service!
We are pleased that you are with us.

+Worship Notes+
The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to kneel or
stand, and
what to say, is printed out in this folder so you may follow along.

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! We are a
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith
according to the Holy Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord. God bless you.

To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial
welcome in Jesus’ name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you
will feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ crucified and
risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a church home and would like to
know about our membership, pastor would love to speak with you!

A Notg From The Organist:

“Stay With Us” (lsdB 479) is another ngwer hymn, dating from 1990. The tung
and sgtting herg werg both written by Walter Pelz, still active at last rgport and
an important composer of music for the l.uthgran Chareh.

Jan O. Bender also was an important composer of lsuthgran Charch musie. Born
in Holland, he grew up in Germany and was drafted into the German armg,
where he lost an ¢ge in combat. Hg became a POW at the gnd of the war, and
his compositions attracted the attgntion of Concordia Publishing Hlouse, where
heg was invited to bgcome “houseg composer.” teg taught at sgveral loutheran
Universitigs is the US, then retirgd back to Germany. His compositions often
havg a thorng harmonie stylg, which can bg heard is this s¢tting of a traditional
choralg.




| Stay With Us

Walter L. Pelz

Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation
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Stand

487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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1 Come, you faith-ful, raise the strain Of tri - um-phant glad-ness!

2 ’Tis  the spring of souls to - day: Christ has burst His pris - on

3 Now the queen of sea-sons, bright With the day of splen-dor,

4 For to - day a-mong His own Christ ap-peared, be - stow - ing

S5Al - le - lu-ia!l Now we cry To our King im - mor - tal,
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God has brought His Is-ra-el In - to joy from sad - ness,
And from three days’ sleep in death As a sun has ris - en;
With the roy - al feast of feasts Comes its joy to ren - der;
His deep peace, which ev - er-more Pass - es hu - man know - ing.
Who, tri - um - phant, burst the bars Of the tomb’s dark por - tal.
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Loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh - ters,
All the win - ter of our sins, Long and dark, is fly - ing
Comes to glad - den faith-ful hearts Which with true af - fec - tion
Nei - ther could the gates of death Nor the tomb’s dark por - tal
Come, you faith - ful, raise the strain Of tri - um - phant glad - ness!
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Led them with

From His light,

un-moist-ened foot
to whom is giv’n
un - wea - ried strain

Wel - come in
Nor the watch-ers nor the seal
God hasbroughtHis Is - ra - el

Text: John of Damascus, c. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Through the Red Sea wa - ters.

Laud and praise un - dy - ing.
Je - sus’ res - ur-rec - tion!
Hold Him as a mor - tal
In - to joy from sad - ness!

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation

(P]
Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.




Exhortation LSB 184
(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to

grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERDE

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184

P] 0O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185
(P) Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 133; antiphon: v. 1

Behold, how good and pleas- | ant it is*

when brothers dwell in | unity!
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of
| Aaron,*

running down on the collar | of his robes!



It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of | Zion!*
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life for- | evermore.

Gloria Patri LSB 186
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.

Kyrie LSB 186
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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@ Glory beto God on high: @and on earth peace,good - will toward
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - Iy Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

L JHNN
QL




Sit
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(P} Let us pray.

(P) O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world.
Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death,
perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
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First Reading Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Psalm

“Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . ..
36| et all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

3’Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 3And Peter said to them,
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3°For the
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom
the Lord our God calls to himself.” “°And with many other words he bore witness
and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked
generation.” #'So those who received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116:1-14
| Love the LORD

I love the LORD, because | he has heard*

my voice and my pleas for | mercy.
2Because he inclined his | ear to me,*

therefore | will call on him as long | as | live.
3The snares of death encompassed me;

the pangs of Sheol laid | hold on me;*



| suffered distress and | anguish.
“Then I called on the name | of the LoRD:*
“0O Loro, | pray, deliv- | er my soul!”

SGracious is the LORD, and | righteous;*

our God is | merciful.
5The LORD preserves the | simple;*

when | was brought low, he | saved me.
’Return, O my soul, | to your rest;*

for the LORD has dealt bountifully | with you.

8For you have delivered my | soul from death,*
my eyes from tears,
my feet from | stumbling;
o] will walk be- | fore the LORD*
in the land of the | living.
191 believed, even | when | spoke,*
“I am greatly af- | flicted”;
"l said in | my alarm,*
“All mankind are | liars.”

2What shall | render | to the LorD*
for all his bene- | fits to me?

31 will lift up the cup of sal- | vation*
and call on the name | of the LORD,

41 will pay my vows | to the LORD*
in the presence of all his | people.

Epistle 1 Peter 1:17-25
1f you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s
deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, ®knowing
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not
with perishable things such as silver or gold, °but with the precious blood of Christ,
like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. ?°He was foreknown before the
foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake,
Zlwho through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave
him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly
love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 2’since you have been born
again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding
word of God; #*for

“All flesh is like grass
and all its glory like the flower of grass.



The grass withers,
and the flower falls,
25put the word of the Lord remains forever.”

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.
(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alle-Ilu - 1ia. Alde-Iu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 24:13-25

(Pl The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

3That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, '#and they were talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing together,
Jesus himself drew near and went with them. ®But their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. "”And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are
holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. '®Then one
of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” ?And he said
to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a
man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,
20and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death,
and crucified him. 2’But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes,
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened.
22Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early
in the morning, 22and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that
they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 2*Some of those
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but
him they did not see.” 2°And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have spoken!



Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,

Sit
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
| |
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day
0

470 0 Sons and Daughters of the King
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10 sons and daugh - ters of the King, @ Whom heav’'n - ly
2 That Eas - ter morn, at break of day, The faith - ful
3 An an - gel clad in white they see, Who sits  and
4 That night thea - pos - tles met in fear; A - mong them
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hosts in glo-ry sing, To - day the grave has lost its sting!
wom - en went their way To seek the tomb where Je - sus lay.
speaks un - to the three, “Your Lord will go to Gal-i - lee”
came their mas-ter dear And said, “My peace be withyou  here”
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Al - le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu ia, al-le-1u - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia, al -le - lu ia, al-le-1lu - ia!
5 When Thomas first the tidings heard
That they had seen the risen Lord,
He doubted the disciples’ word.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
6 “My pierced side, O Thomas, see,
And look upon My hands, My feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
7  No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
8 How blest are they who have not seen

And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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9  On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 181866, alt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Pastor Edward Killian
Stand
Offertory LSB 192
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Offering Collected after service in the back of the church.

Prayer of the Church
(P)

according to their needs.

The proper response is "Hear our prayer."

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people

O Father of the risen Christ, in Your Son’s appearance to the Emmaus
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disciples, He expounded the Scriptures and revealed Himself in the breaking
of the bread. Grant us grace that we, too, may perceive Him as our Savior
through His Word and rejoice to receive Him as the bread of life for the
salvation of our souls. By the Word and Sacraments, renew our piety this
Eastertide, that we may grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of all, Your Spirit opens the Holy Scriptures to the hearts of Your people.
Enlighten this congregation by the resurrection light that never fades, that our
hearts may burn in faith toward You. Lord, in Your mercy,

Lord God, You have poured out Your Spirit upon us, that we might believe Your
truth and raise our sons and daughters in it. Bless all parents, that they may
faithfully catechize their children in Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,

Almighty God, stifle the powers of darkness and end the reign of war, violence
and terror. Give leaders who will seek peace and work for the common good.
Instill in them a love of righteousness, and guide them in the pursuit of justice
for all. Bless Joseph, our president; the Congress of the United States; Gavin,
our governor; all state and local officials; all medical and emergency workers;
and all members of the armed forces who protect us. Lord, in Your mercy,
God of compassion, those who suffer cry to You. Hear them and answer them
with grace sufficient for all their needs. Heal the sick according to Your will,
comfort the wounded and give Your peace to the dying. We especially pray for
Alice, Carmen, Cynthia, Debra, Dolores, Gene, Jane, Jod, Johnathan, Karen,
Lynette, Marion and her family, Megan, Michelle and baby Koah, Naomi, Sabrina,
Steven, Suzanne, and Timothy. You are our health and strength for this life and
eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy,

Merciful Lord, Your compassion is made known to us through Your Son’s
breaking of the bread. Open our hearts and mouths to receive forgiveness in
the body and blood of Christ, who suffered for us and has entered into His
glory. Lord, in Your mercy,

0 Lord, have mercy on us when we are foolish and slow of heart to believe all
that the prophets have spoken about Your Son. Pour out Your Spirit on us
through the preaching of the Gospel, that the Scriptures might be opened to
us; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
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Preface LSB 194
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P} The Lord be  with you.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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P)] Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface (Abbreviated)

LSB 194

(P] Itis truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus LSB 195
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ho - san - na, ho-san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
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(P) Our Father who art in heav - en, hal - low - ed be Thy name,
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
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(P} Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be - trayed, took bread,
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dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My "} bod -y, which is giv-en foryou.

0 |
p” A T
#ﬁ:—‘—@iw

)
This do in re-mem - brance of Me.” In the same way al - so
h | 1
p” A T T
@ o B o g S S O &
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My *I* blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini LSB197
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® The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 198
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O  Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit

Distribution
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Distribution Hymn

622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared

f) 4 . . .
i i— I !i = I !j I | . I |
D I o - ] i 7 I o -
Q) [} I = [} -
1 Lord Je - sus Christ, You have pre-pared This feast for
2 Al - though You did to heav’n as - cend, Where an - gel
3 Yet, Sav - ior, You are not con-fined To an - |y
4 We eat this bread and drink this cup, Your pre - cious
") .
o & | | | I |
—= = 2, = i P — e }
AN2Y A I < I b [ =
Q) | [~} | hndd
our sal - va - tion; It is Your bod - y
hosts  are dwell - ing, And in Your pres - ence
hab - 1 - ta - tiom; But You are pres - ent
Word be - liev - ing That Your true bod - y
Hu .
i ] ! . | ! I = I I
:%P ) - al = - = IV z =
and Your blood, And at Your in - vi - ta - tion
they be - hold Your glo - 1y, all ex - cel - ling,
€ - ven  now Here with Your con - gre - ga - tion.
and Your blood Our lips are here re - ceiv - ing.
f) 4
= — N ===
As wea - ry souls, with sin op-pressed, We come to
And though Your peo - ple shall not see Your glo - ry
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, Un - moved by
This Word re - mains for - ev - er true, All  things are
f) 4
P AN I I I | |
{(r—— ] ] ] ! = (— ~ e 7 =
ANV A (o) | | e | | | A
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You for need-ed restt For com-fort, and for par - don.
and Your maj-es -ty Till dawns the judg-ment morn - ing,
an -y dar - ing hand Or sub - tle craft and cun - ning.
pos - si - ble with You, For You are Lord Al - might - y.
5 Though reason cannot understand,

Yet faith this truth embraces:

Your body, Lord, is even now
At once in many places.

| leave to You how this can be;

Your Word alone suffices me
| trust its truth unfailing.

]
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6 Lord, | believe what You have said;
Help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that | am but dust,
And let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears
Refreshes me and stills my fears
And is my priceless treasure.

7  Grant that we worthily receive
Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins,
May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for Your grace
And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.

Distribution Hymn

740 1 Am Jesus’ Little Lamb

o) . . .
I I I I | |
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11 am Je - sus’ lit - tle lamb, Ev - er glad at
2 Day by day, at home, a - way, Je - sus is my
3 Who so  hap - py as I am, E - ven now the
9 I | I | I [ - I
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heart I am; For my  Shep - herd gent - ly guides me,
staff and  stay. When 1 hun - ger, Je - sus feeds me,
Shep - herd’s lamb? And when my short life is end - ed,
0 . ‘
A — - | 1 ! . > ] - ] | ]
'\\3, o } i i i | i' o { o D
Knows my need and well pro-vides me, Loves me ev - 'ry
In - to pleas - ant pas - tures leads me; When I  thirst, He
By His an - gel host at - tend - ed, He shall fold me
l‘? i I . I " I o r ) Py 77
oa—J— === ——
day the same, E - wven calls me by my name.
bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters  flow.
to  His breast, There with - in  His arms to  rest.

Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724-82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941

Stand
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Nunc Dimittis

LSB 199
f) 4 . | |
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
) # . .
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
f) 4 | | .
o Hil oS | | I | | |
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.
Thanksgiving LSB 200
74
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
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Post-Communion Collect
(P] Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men
Salutation LSB 201
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(Pl The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.
f) 4 | | |
e |
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Y,
Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra- cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand I+ give you peace.

Huf . | | ‘
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

Hymn to Depart 461 | Know That My Redeemer Lives
O 4 . . . .
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bt | J & z P F - FeFlo ——a—
A1V I & - I | | I |
Q) [ | ' ' I
11 know that my Re - deem - er lives; What com - fort
2 He lives tri - um - phant from the grave; He lives e -
3 He lives to bless me with  His love; He lives to
4 He lives to grant me rich  sup - ply; He lives to
)y . .
g 1l I | I I | | | -
@' # = z = al GI I o — fl -
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this sweet sen - tence gives! He lives, He lives, who
ter - nal - ly to save; He lives all - glo - rious
plead for me a - bove; He lives my hun - gry
guide me with His eye; He lives to com - fort
9 #u. — . f =0 I
- — g— @+ - I I
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once was dead; He lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head.
in the sky; He lives ex - alt - ed there on high.
soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need.
me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.
5 Helives to silence all my fears;

He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.
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6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I'll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and | shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.

8 Helives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:

| know that my Redeemer lives!

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-99, abr.
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793
Text and tune: Public domain

All Christians Who Have Been Baptized Jan O. Bender (1909-1994)
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THIS WEEK’S NOTES

Announcements
+ Last Sunday’s Attendance: 21

+ Altar Guild Set Up: April 23 Jill
April 30" Maurine
Cleanup for April: Maurine and Nannette

+ Ushers for April: Clinton Galloway and Jose Lopez
+ Thank you to everyone who dedicated an Easter Lily to help decorate the church on

this joyous day! You are welcome to either take your lily home or leave it till the
Ascension.

Wpril Birthdays
Susig Pritts 25t
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A Snippet From 15717
Their hearts burned, their feet ran, and their mouths opened. “The Lord is risen, indeed!”
they confessed, because this is what Easter does: It makes confessors.
Of all the people who encountered Jesus, the two disciples on the road to Emmaus are,
for me, the most relatable. It is hard for me to relate to the women in the reading from
Easter Sunday (Matthew 29:1-10). Mary and the other Mary were the first witnesses, after
all. They felt the earthquake. They saw and heard the lightening-angel. When Jesus
appeared to them, there was no doubt. It was Him and they knew it. It is also hard for me
to relate to Thomas from last Sunday’s reading (John 20:19-29). Despite his initial
unbelief, with which | can relate, he had the unique and disturbing experience of physically
touching Jesus'’ resurrected wounds (I confess that | cringe every time | see Caravaggio’s
famous rendition)....
...Finally, on this third Sunday in Easter, we meet a couple of disciples with whom we can
relate.
In a way, the experience of these disciples is the common experience of all Christians.
This text sketches in broad strokes the fundamental movement of the Christian life. Your
sermon might do the same by highlighting four parts to this narrative. Along the way, you
will have multiple opportunities to proclaim both the commands and the promises of God
to the less-than-famous disciples in your congregation.
Part 1: “But we had hoped...” (verse 21). The cameo for these two disciples began with
despair. Like everyone else in Jerusalem, they had heard of Jesus. And they liked what
they heard. They thought he was the one who would redeem Israel. They thought he was
the one they were looking for. But then he died, and with him their hopes.
Your hearers have hoped, too. They have hoped for many things. Some of their hopes have
had nothing to do with Jesus. They have also hoped for things from Jesus which He never
promised. Many of their hopes have been dashed, and more are sure to come.
Part 2: “He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself” (verse
27). This must have been quite a Bible study. Beginning with Moses and the prophets,
Jesus was giving them a crash course in Old Testament interpretation. The one whose
Spirit inspired the prophets in the first place (see 1 Peter 1:10-11) was opening their eyes
to see the One of whom they prophesied. Central to His lesson was the necessity of the
Messiah’s suffering and glorification.
You hearers have learned something about biblical interpretation, too. Through your
faithful teaching, and through the ministry of those who preceded you, they have learned
to recognize Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament. They have also learned to see
God’s grace in suffering. But Paul’'s words are true, not only for the two disciples in our
text by also for us. Now we see dimly. Now we see only in part (see 1 Corinthians 13:12).
..There are plenty of differences between those two disciples on the road to Emmaus and
your hearers, but the risen Jesus has not changed. Neither has the fundamental
experience of living as His followers in light of the Resurrection. Peter Nafzger, 2020
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