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The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
“A Church where God gives and we receive.” 
❖ The Rev. Edward Killian, Pastor (mobile) 424.293.6588 
❖ Ms. Moira Killian, Secretary (Office) 310.671-7644 

❖ Mr. Jay Rogers, Organist/Music Director 
❖ Mr. Leon Tarr, Congregational Chairman 

❖ Mr. Greg Griffin, Acolyte  
 

Welcome to our Divine Service! 
We are pleased that you are with us.  

 

+Worship Notes+ 

The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to kneel or 

stand, and 
what to say, is printed out in this folder so you may follow along. 

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! We are a 
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith 
according to the Holy Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord. God bless you. 

To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial 
welcome in Jesus’ name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you 
will feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ crucified and 
risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a church home and would like to 
know about our membership, pastor would love to speak with you! 
  

A Note From The Organist: 
 

Ronald Nelson was a prominent contributor to the field of organ 
and choral music. He composed Setting II of the Divine Service 
found in LSB. His “Once He Came In Blessing” begins with a duet 
for flutes, then states the hymn in a regular harmonization for the 
principal chorus.  
 
Charles Ore frequently plays with rhythm in his compositions. Here, 
he takes “O Come, Emmanuel” out of its plainsong mode, and gives 
it an insistent rhythm pattern, eventually reaching a climax with the 
hands playing steady arpeggios and the melody in the pedal.  
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Once He Came In Blessing Ronald A. Nelson (1927-2014) 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Hymn of Invocation  354 Arise, O Christian People 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbüchlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 19:1, 4–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a 

Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 
 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 
 let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 
 and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork. 
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end | 
of the world.* 
 In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 
 and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,* 
 and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 
 

Gloria Patri LSB 186 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  
P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Isaiah 7:10–17 

The Sign of Immanuel 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the 
LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you 
to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The LORD 
will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s house such days 
as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of 
Assyria.” 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 24 
The King of Glory 

1The earth is the LORD’s and the full- | ness thereof,* 
 the world and those who | dwell therein, 
2for he has founded it up- | on the seas* 
 and established it upon the | rivers. 

3Who shall ascend the hill | of the LORD?* 
 And who shall stand in his | holy place? 
4He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,* 
 who does not lift up his soul to what is false 
 and does not swear de- | ceitfully. 
5He will receive blessing | from the LORD* 
 and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 
6Such is the generation of those who | seek him,* 
 who seek the face of the God of | Jacob. 

7Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
8Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD, strong and mighty, 
 the LORD, mighty in | battle! 
9Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 And lift them up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
10Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD of hosts, 
 he is the King of | glory! 

 
Epistle Romans 1:1–7 

 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 
3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and 
was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by 
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have 
received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake 
of his name among all the nations, 6including you who are called to belong to Jesus 
Christ, 
 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  
The Birth of Jesus Christ 

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had 
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day 333 Once He Came in Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401 

Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Pastor Edward Killian 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 
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Offering Collected after service in the back of the church. 
 

Prayer of the Church The proper response is "Hear our prayer." 
P Heavenly Father, throughout this Advent season we have heard that Christ has 

come in the flesh, that He comes to us today in Word and Sacrament, and that 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. Guide us by Your 
Holy Spirit, that we may be kept firm in Your Word and faith until we are 
received into Your eternal kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P God of faithfulness, You have fulfilled Your promises by sending the Messiah. 

Grant that we may celebrate the birth of Christ by hearing the Word, singing 
Your praises, and receiving His body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P Almighty Father, You uphold all creation by Your hand. Preserve for Your 
Church and for future generations the institution of marriage between one 
man and one woman, which You established even before Adam and Eve’s fall 
into sin, that Your Church may be blessed with many children and that our 
families may reflect the order of Your creation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P Lord of all, govern the nations of the world. Establish peace in every place, and 
scatter the people who delight in war. Feed the hungry with good things, and 
be their helper. Lord, in Your mercy, 
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P Grant all women with child and all mothers with infant children increasing 
happiness in their blessings. Look with compassion on the lonely, the 
depressed and the despairing. Grant healing to the sick, and give peace to the 
anxious and dying. Comfort all who mourn with the certain hope of the 
resurrection. Be with those who ask for our prayers, especially Alice, Bev, 
Carmen, Cynthia, Debra, Dolores, Gene, Gayle and her family, Gene, Helen, 
Hoshea, Jane, Jod, Johnathan, Karen, Lynette, Marion and her family, Megan, 
Royce, Sabrina, and Timothy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P O Lord, fill us with joy as we approach Your altar this morning to receive the 
body and blood of Christ. Give us the peace that surpasses understanding, the 
gladness that no man can take from us and the hope that does not fade away. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, Your love invites us to rejoice in Your goodness. In 
every circumstance of life, teach us the joy that comes from knowing Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and eagerly expecting His gracious visitation; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 
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Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
Distribution Hymn 610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me 

 

 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt. 

Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn 338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn 740 I Am Jesus' Little Lamb 
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Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, 1784, Leipzig 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
Salutation LSB 201 
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Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
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Hymn to Depart 352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

 

 

 
 
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and death. 

 
6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel  Charles M. Ore (b. 1936) 
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Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 
Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 



22 

 

 

T This Week's Notes T 

Announcements 
+ Last Sunday’s Attendance: 38 
            Midweek Attendance: 17 
 
+ Altar Guild Set Up: December 18th Susie 
             December 25th Marie 
  Cleanup for December: Maurine and Nannette 
 
+Today is the last day to order a Poinsettia. There are 8 left! See Moira or contact the 
church office if you have any questions. 
   
+ Join us for food and fellowship at the Advent Suppers on Wednesday Evenings at 
6pm before Vespers at 7pm. If you would like to contribute, there is a sign-up sheet in 
the Narthex. 

 
 

 

December Birthdays 
Johnathan Thomas 23rd  

 

Upcoming Advent Services 
Advent III Wednesday, December 14th @ 7pm 
Advent IV Wednesday, December 21st @ 7pm 

Advent Suppers will begin at 6pm each Wednesday before service. 

 

Christmas Services 
Christmas Eve – Saturday, December 24th @ 4pm  

Service of Lessons and Carols beginning with 
a Christmas Organ Recital @ 3:30pm 

 

Christmas Day – Sunday, December 25th 
Divine Service @ 10am 
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A Snippet From 1517 
Matthew makes it abundantly clear that Joseph lacked one thing: Control. He may have 
been the titular head of his emerging household, but he was clearly not in charge. God 

was, as God always is. 
 

The Gospel reading for this last Sunday in Advent tells the other version of the Christmas 
story. “Now the birth of Jesus took place in this way...” (verse 18). Unlike Luke, Matthew 
makes no mention of a census or shepherds or multitudes of angels. Instead, he tells of 
a scandalous pregnancy, a quietly planned divorce, and a dream-induced change of plans. 
This is Christmas from Joseph’s point of view. 
We do not know much about Joseph. He was a descendent of David (υἱὸς Δαυίδ – son of 
David) and a good (δίκαιος – righteous) man. He also seems to have been thoughtful. He 
considered his situation carefully (ἐνθυμηθέντος- to consider; to think) and wanted to 
avoid putting Mary to shame (δειγματίσαι- expose; make an example of; disgrace). He was 
the kind of man you hope your son’s will become and your daughter’s will marry. But 
Matthew makes it abundantly clear that Joseph lacked one thing: Control. He may have 
been the titular head of his emerging household, but he was clearly not in charge. God 
was, as God always is. God was working out a much bigger story than Joseph could have 
imagined. Eugene Peterson suggests this is how it is for the people of God: “When we 
submit our lives to what we read in scripture, we find that we are not being led to see God 
in our stories but our stories in God’s. God is the larger context and plot in which our 
stories find themselves.”  
The challenge (for Joseph, and for us) is we tend to think of it the other way around. We 
generally imagine ourselves as the central figure in our lives. This is a result of our finitude. 
We can only see through our own two eyes, which happen to be laser-focused on our own 
concerns, our own responsibilities, and our own capabilities. This leads us to think and 
act in ways which are remarkably narrow and usually selfish. It should not be difficult to 
think of examples of people in your context who are so focused on their own situation that 
they neglect the needs or concerns of others. 
This promise broadened Joseph’s perspective. It changed his mind and determined his 
course of action. 
In this text, God was opening Joseph’s eyes to see something much bigger. This was the 
function of the dream. An angel from the Lord expanded Joseph’s perspective to see how 
Mary’s extramarital pregnancy was, in fact, the work of the Holy Spirit. As Isaiah had 
prophesied eight centuries earlier, God was coming to be with His people in the flesh. This 
child would be God’s instrument for saving His people from their sin. He would put His 
(and their) enemies to shame (here, ἐδειγμάτισεν from Colossians 2:15, rather than in 
reference to Mary as in our Matthew text). This promise broadened Joseph’s perspective. 
It changed his mind and determined his course of action. Certainly, still afraid (and in need 
of several other divine dreams for further guidance), but now emboldened to be faithful, 

https://www.amazon.com/Eat-This-Book-Conversation-Spiritual/dp/0802864902/ref=sr_1_1?crid=7U0LH6R78YNR&keywords=eat+this+book+eugene+peterson&qid=1670194186&sprefix=eat+this+book%2Caps%2C345&sr=8-1
https://www.esv.org/verses/Colossians%202%3A15/
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the man without control took Mary to be his wife and served as the adoptive father of 
Jesus. In doing so, Joseph fulfilled his small part in God’s much bigger story. 
This Sunday marks one week until Christmas Day. It is likely your hearers are increasingly 
aware of their own lack of control. As much as they try to manage their families and their 
holiday schedules, much less their health, their work, their attitude, their society, and a 
host of other things, this time of year has a way of putting us in our place. Our response 
to this lack of control often includes unrighteous and selfish behavior. You can probably 
think of specific examples in your own life. 
Your sermon, then, might focus on the theme of control. You might remind the members 
of your congregation that they are not in charge of their lives. This may seem like a 
problem, especially if they insist on having things their way. But you could also help them 
recognize how their lack of control is good news. It is good news because the One who 
has all control has come to be “God with us.” Even more, Jesus has come to be “God FOR 
us.” Through Joseph’s adopted son, God is saving His people from their sin. By virtue of 
their baptism, your hearers are now part of that people. You have the privilege of 
proclaiming this promise for their comfort and assurance. 
As it meant for Joseph, this also means things for your hearers will probably not go 
according to their plans. Instead, they will see their lives as small parts of God’s bigger 
story. In this story, they are called to trust the promises of God and serve others in His 
name. Peter Nafzger, 2022 
 
 

A Prayer for the Week 
Lord God, heavenly Father, it is good and right that we should give thanks to You, that You 
have given us a glorious baptism like that of John the Baptist, and that therein You have 
promised us the forgiveness of sins, the Holy Spirit, and everlasting life through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ: We beseech You, by Your grace and mercy preserve us in such faith, that we 
never doubt Your promise, but be comforted by our baptism in all temptations; and grant 
us Your Holy Spirit that we may renounce sin, and ever continue in the righteousness 
bestowed on us in baptism, until, by Your grace, we obtain our eternal salvation; through 
the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.  


