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The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
“A Church where God gives and we receive.” 
❖ The Rev. Edward Killian, Pastor (mobile) 424.293.6588 
❖ Ms. Moira Killian, Secretary (Office) 310.671-7644 

❖ Mr. Jay Rogers, Organist/Music Director 
❖ Mr. Leon Tarr, Congregational Chairman 

❖ Mr. Greg Griffin, Acolyte  
 

Welcome to our Divine Service! 
We are pleased that you are with us.  

 

+Worship Notes+ 

The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to kneel or 

stand, and 
what to say, is printed out in this folder so you may follow along. 

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! We are a 
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith 
according to the Holy Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord. God bless you. 

To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial 
welcome in Jesus’ name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that 
you will feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ 
crucified and risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a church home and 
would like to know about our membership, pastor would love to speak with you! 
  

A Note From the Organist: 
James Biery is Music Director at Grosse Pointe Memorial Church in Michigan. His 
music is widely published. He gives us a haunting setting of this French tune from 
the 17th Century.  
 
Despite his blindness, Helmut Walcha became one of the most prominent 
organists of the 20th Century. He also published several sets of chorale preludes. 
This setting features flourishes in the manual, with the melody played in the pedal 
with reeds.  
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Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence James Biery (b. 1956) 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Hymn of Invocation 578 Thy Strong Word 
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
    Alleluias without end! 

 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 
    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 167 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 167 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 167 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 44:1–2, 7–8; antiphon: vv. 23, 25a, 26a 

Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?* 
 Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever! 
For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.* 
 Rise up; come | to our help! 
O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have | told us,* 
 what deeds you performed in their days, in the | days of old: 
you with your own hand drove out the nations, but them you | planted;* 
 you afflicted the peoples, but them you | set free. 
But you have saved us | from our foes* 
 and have put to shame those who | hate us. 
In God we have boasted con- | tinually,* 
 and we will give thanks to your name for- | ever. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
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as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?* 
 Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever! 
For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.* 
 Rise up; come | to our help! 

 
Kyrie LSB 168 
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This Is the Feast LSB 171 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by 
Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 
 and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 83:18, 13 

[Let your enemies] know that you alone, whose name | is the LORD,* 
 are the Most High over | all the earth. 
O my God, make them like | whirling dust,* 
 like chaff be- | fore the wind. 

 
Epistle Hebrews 4:9–13 

9So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10for whoever has 
entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 
 11Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same 
sort of disobedience. 12For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And no creature 
is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom 
we must give account. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 
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Holy Gospel Luke 8:4–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter. 
  

 
  
The Parable of the Sower 

 4When a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to 
[Jesus], he said in a parable: 5“A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, 
some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air 
devoured it. 6And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, 
because it had no moisture. 7And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
with it and choked it. 8And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a 
hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 

The Purpose of the Parables 

 9And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10he said, “To you it 
has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are 
in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not 
understand.’ 11Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12The ones 
along the path are those who have heard. Then the devil comes and takes away 
the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13And the 
ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But 
these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 14And 
as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their 
way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit 
does not mature. 15As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the 
word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day  586 Preach You the Word 

 

 

 
 
5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 
And bears a harvest hundredfold: 
    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

 
6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 
Who gave the sower seed to sow 
    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. 
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg 
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Pastor Edward Killian 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church Proper response is “Lord, have mercy.” 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P In thanksgiving for His tender mercies, and that the Lord of the harvest would 
implant in us His Holy Word, that in good and honest hearts we may keep Him, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

P For the Church, that the Lord of the harvest would send forth laborers into His 
harvest, let us pray to the Lord: 

 

P For all Christians, that we would be preserved in the pure teaching of His 
saving Word, whereby faith toward God is strengthened, charity increased in 
us toward all, and His kingdom extended in all the world, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

P For all Christian homes, that the Word of God would be sown and produce 
much fruit, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For the health and prosperity of all in authority, especially Joseph, our 
president; Gavin, our governor; and all those who serve in our armed forces, 
that God would endue them with wisdom to serve and maintain righteousness 
and hinder and punish wickedness; and that we may lead quiet and peaceable 
lives in all godliness and honesty, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For all who are in trouble, want, sickness, anguish of labor, peril of death or 
any other adversity, including those who are suffering for the sake of Christ’s 
name and truth, especially Alice, Beth, Carmen, Cynthia, the Conrad’s, Dalton, 
David, Debra, Deneice and her family, Gary, Gloria, James, Jamesetta, Jod, 
Johnathan, Karen, Lynette, Marie, Marion and her family, Philip, Sabrina, Steve, 
Susie, and William that God would comfort them with His Holy Spirit to receive 
and acknowledge their afflictions as the manifestation of His fatherly will, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

P For all who commune, that the Lord of the harvest would grant us worthily to 
go to His altar in faith to receive the very body and the true blood that His Son 
has given for our redemption, let us pray to the Lord: 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that through Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
You have sown Your Holy Word among us. Prepare our hearts by Your Holy 
Spirit, that we may diligently and reverently hear Your Word, keep it in good 
hearts and bring forth fruit with patience; and that we may not incline to sin, 
but subdue it by Your power, and in all persecutions comfort ourselves with 
Your grace and continual help; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Offering Collected after service in the back of the church. 
 

Offertory LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 177 
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Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 177 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 178 
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The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 

to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
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          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us T from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini LSB 180 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 
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Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
Distribution Hymn  621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

 

 

 

 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 
Tune: French, 17th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn  588 Jesus Loves Me 
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 181 
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Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 183 

 
  

 
  
 

Hymn to Depart  921 On What Has Now Been Sown 
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Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Preach You The Word Helmut Walcha  (1907-1991) 
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T This Week's Notes T 

Announcements 
+ Last Sunday’s Attendance: 36 
 

 LWML Message 
LWML Quarterly Luncheon & Meeting - Plan on attending our next meeting in the assembly 
room on Sunday, February 27, following the worship service.  All women are invited!  We 
would like to begin with a chili luncheon.  If you would like to bring a crockpot of chili or a dessert 
to share, please let Royce or Gayle know by Sunday, the 20th.  Families and friends are welcomed 
to join us for lunch.  At our meeting we will discuss the upcoming LWML Prayer Service and District 
Convention.  Hope to see you there! 

 
 

Happy Birthday To: 
 

Greg Griffin Feb 20th 

 
Synod Sentences for Sexagesima Sunday 

Scripture Alone 
The Sower sows the seed of His Word (Luke 8:4–15). This Word is living and powerful (Heb. 4:9–
13) to conceive new life in those who hear it. But the planting of Christ is attacked by the devil, the 
world, and the flesh. Satan snatches the Word away from hard hearts. The riches and pleasures of 
this life choke off faith. Shallow and emotional belief withers in time of temptation and trouble. But 
see how Christ bears this attack for us! Christ’s cross was planted in the hard and rocky soil of 
Golgotha. A crown of thorns was placed upon His head. Satan and His demons hellishly hounded 
and devoured Him. Yet, through His dying and rising again, He destroyed these enemies of ours. 
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Jesus is Himself the Seed which fell to the ground and died in order that it might sprout forth to 
new life and produce much grain. In Him, the weak are strong (2 Cor. 11:19–12:9). He is the Word 
of the Father which does not return void (Is. 55:10–13) but yields a harvest hundredfold.  

 
Lutherans For Life Quote for Sexagesima Sunday 

God’s Word does things, guaranteed (Isaiah 55:11)! That’s because God Himself works in and 
through His Word, accomplishing His will. His work through the Word made flesh changes hearts. 
That is why Lutherans For Life bases everything upon that Word. When hearts and minds are 
changed, people change. People changed and motivated by the Word can influence and bring 
change to our society. 
Prayer: Almighty Father, bring forth fruit from the seeds You plant in and through us. Amen. 

 
A Prayer For The Week 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that through Your Son Jesus Christ You have sown Your 
holy Word among us: We pray that You will prepare our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we may 
diligently and reverently hear Your Word, keep it in good hearts, and bring forth fruit with patience; 
and that we may not incline to sin, but subdue it by Your power, and in all persecutions comfort 
ourselves with Your grace and continual help; through Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

An Excerpt from Luther’s Writings 
“All this is spoken for our instruction, that we may not go astray, since so many misuse the Gospel 
and few lay hold of it aright. True it is unpleasant to preach to those who treat the Gospel so 
shamefully and even oppose it. For preaching is to become so universal that the Gospel is to be 
proclaimed to all creatures…. What business is it of mine that many do not esteem it? It must be 
that many are called but few are chosen. For the sake of the good ground that brings forth fruit 
with patience, the seed must also fall fruitless by the wayside, on the rock and among the thorns; 
inasmuch as we are assured that the Word of God does not go forth without bearing some fruit, 
but it always finds also good ground; as Christ says here, some seed of the sower falls also into 
good ground, and not only by the wayside, among the thorns and on stony ground. For wherever 
the Gospel goes you will find Christians. ‘My word shall not return unto me void.’ Is. 55:11.” From 
Martin Luther’s Sermon for Sexagesima, 1525. 
 

A Snippet From 1517 
The context of a parable helps us to understand what Jesus was teaching his original audience. It 
breaks down the presuppositions we bring. And, it helps us to avoid making the parable about the 
wrong thing. 
Not only should we take the aftermarket titles with a grain of salt and recognize the context of 
Jesus’ parables. We should also understand their center and purpose. 
To mine parables for moral content is a bad habit. Robert Farrar Capon wrote against this 
in Between Noon and Three: Romance, Law & the Outrage of Grace. 
“Parables are told only because they are true, not because the actions of the characters in them 
can be recommended for imitation. Good Samaritans are regularly sued. Fathers who give parties 
for wayward sons are rightly rebuked. Employers who pay equal wages for unequal work have 
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labor-relations problems. And any Shepherd who makes a practice of leaving ninety-nine sheep to 
chase after a lost one quickly goes out of the sheep-ranching business. 
The parables are true only because they are like what God is like, not because they are models for 
us to copy. It is simply a fact that the one thing we dare not under any circumstances imitate is 
the only thing that can save us. The parables are, one and all, about the foolishness by which 
Grace raises the dead. They apply to no sensible process at all — only to the divine insanity that 
brings everything out of nothing.” 
When we remove the gospel of Jesus-for-us from the center of the parables we create a vacuum--
and we frequently fill that void with ourselves and our works. 
Jesus did not tell parables to teach us moral lessons to imitate. He told them so that we might 
understand the mystery of God’s kingdom (Luke 8:10). That mystery is Jesus himself, 
specifically, Jesus for us. The gospel is Christ crucified on behalf of sinners. 
When anything other than the gospel of Christ crucified for sinners becomes the center of the 
parables, we exchange the gospel for the law. We trade a message of what God has done for us 
for a message of what we must do for God. When we remove the gospel of Jesus-for-us from the 
center of the parables we create a vacuum--and we frequently fill that void with ourselves and our 
works. 
We do this even with the briefest of parables. Consider two of Jesus’ shortest parables: “The 
Hidden Treasure” and “The Pearl of Great Value.” “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden 
in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on 
finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it” (Matt 13:44–46). 
When Jesus and the gospel no longer occupy the center and purpose of these parables, we 
fashion ourselves the actors in them. We are the man in the field or the searching merchant. We 
then relegate Jesus to the passive role. We make him the hidden treasure or the pearl of great 
value. This understanding puts the onus on us. It says, “You must find Jesus. To buy him, you 
must give everything you have.” 
The reality is the exact opposite. We are the hidden treasure and the pearl of great value. Jesus is 
the man in the field and the searching merchant. He gives everything, including his life, so that he 
can redeem us from sin, death, and the devil. That is the kingdom of God. Jesus’ parables present 
complex and nuanced teaching. Our assumptions and preconceptions, evidenced by the titles 
given to parables, hinder our understanding. Those presumptions give way to disregarding the 
contexts of the parables, and lead us to misunderstand their purpose. Then, we tend to put 
ourselves at the center of them instead of the gospel of Christ crucified for us. Jesus tells 
parables to disclose himself and the gospel to us. They reveal how God and his gracious nature 
operate. They preach to us that the Son of God became human to do for us what we cannot do 
for ourselves. He lived a righteous life and died on the cross in our stead. All this he did to merit 
forgiveness and life for us. 

https://www.esv.org/Luke%208%3A10/
https://www.esv.org/Matt%2013%3A44%E2%80%9346/

