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Welcome to our Divine Service!
We are pleased that you are with us.

+Worship Notes+
The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to kneel or
stand, and
what to say, is printed out in this folder so you may follow along.
Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! We are a
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith
according to the Holy Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord. God bless you.
To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial
welcome in Jesus’ name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you
will feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ crucified and
risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a church home and would like to know
about our beliefs and practice, please see the pastor. He will be happy to visit with you at
your convenience.
A Note From the Organist:
Duruflé was prominent among the group of French organists which included Marcel Dupre
and Jean Langlais. He actually composed a relatively small number of works, of which his
Requiem is the best known. The title of this prelude, written in 1961, is self-explanatory. The
plainsong melody in intoned on the trompette, which in French Romantic organs was
smooth and mellow, rather than brilliant. We are fortunate enough to have a similar
trompette on Good Shepherd’s Reuter Organ.
Jacob Weber is a young composer who is winning much recognition for his organ and
choral music. He has given us an energetic setting of this Danish folk melody.
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Prelude to the Introit for Epiphany

Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986)

Confession and Absolution
Hymn of Invocation

397 As with Gladness Men of Old

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Exhortation
LSB 213
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.
3

P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins
LSB 213
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Absolution
LSB 213
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Stand

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 72:1–2, 10–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text

Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,*
and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand.
Give the king your justice, | O God,*
and your righteousness to the | royal son!
May he judge your people with | righteousness,*
and your poor with | justice!
May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him | tribute;*
may the kings of Sheba and Seba | bring gifts!
May all kings fall down be- | fore him,*
all nations | serve him!
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Kyrie

LSB 186

Gloria in Excelsis

948 All Glory Be to God Alone

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401
Tune: Public domain
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to
the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness
of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 60:1–6

1

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
3
And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4
Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm

Psalm 24; antiphon: v. 7

The King of Glory
1

The earth is the LORD’s and the full- | ness thereof,*
the world and those who | dwell therein,
2
for he has founded it up- | on the seas*
and established it upon the | rivers.
3

Who shall ascend the hill | of the LORD?*
And who shall stand in his | holy place?
4
He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,*
who does not lift up his soul to what is false
and does not swear de- | ceitfully.
5
He will receive blessing | from the LORD*
and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation.
6
Such is the generation of those who | seek him,*
who seek the face of the God of | Jacob.
7

Lift up your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,*
that the King of glory | may come in.
8
Who is this King of | glory?*
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in | battle!
9
Lift up your heads, O gates!
And lift them up, O | ancient doors,*
that the King of glory | may come in.
10
Who is this King of | glory?*
The LORD of hosts,
he is the King of | glory!
Epistle

Ephesians 3:1–12
1

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—
assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given
to me for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have
written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery
of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as
it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This
mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which
was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of
2

7

all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery
hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10so that through the church the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities
in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with
confidence through our faith in him.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel
Matthew 2:1–12
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what
time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I
too may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it
came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by
another way.
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P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Hymn of the Day

399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Pastor Edward Killian

Stand

Creed

954 We All Believe in One True God

9

Text and tune: Public domain
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Prayer of the Church
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

The proper response is “Lord, have mercy.”

P

For the joy of Christ’s birth, through whom the divine image is restored to
mankind; for the joy of Holy Baptism, in which God bestows this image upon
us; and for the joy of adoption as His sons and daughters, let us pray to the
Lord:

P

For the Church, that God would preserve her faithful; and for her ministers,
that God would give them delight in this joyful season and restful reflection
on the mystery of the incarnation that they preach, let us pray to the Lord:

P

For mothers and their children, especially infants and the unborn, that God
who has perfected His praise in the mouths of babes and nursing infants
would turn the hearts of all who, like Herod, would despise children or destroy
the unborn for selfish gain, let us pray to the Lord:
For Joseph, our president; for all public servants; and for the government and
those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good
deed, let us pray to the Lord:

P

P

For the sick and sorrowful, for those who mourn, and for all who stand in need
of our prayers, let us pray to the Lord:

P

For a worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper, that Christ’s body and blood may
fill our hearts with heavenly peace and gladness, let us pray to the Lord:

P

O Lord God, heavenly Father, You allowed Your Son, Jesus Christ, to become
a stranger and sojourner in Egypt for our sakes and led Him safely home to
His fatherland. Mercifully grant that we poor sinners, who are strangers and
sojourners in this perilous world, may soon be called home to our true
fatherland, the kingdom of heaven, where we shall live in eternal joy and glory;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

Offering Collected after service in the back of the church.

Service of the Sacrament
11

Preface
P
C

LSB 216

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we
may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly
take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood for
our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the
boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious
blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell.
Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as
a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us T from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
12

Introduction to The Words of Our Lord
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with
His own words, we receive His testament:
The Words of Our Lord

LSB 217

13

Sanctus

507 Holy, Holy, Holy

Text and tune: Public domain

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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Agnus Dei

434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy

Text and tune: Public domain

Sit

Distribution
Distribution Hymn

370 What Child Is This
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Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Post-Communion Hymn

617 O Lord, We Praise Thee
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Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401
Tune: Public domain

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

LSB 218

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
17

C

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn to Depart

396 Arise and Shine in Splendor

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401
Tune: Public domain

Bright and Glorious is the Sky

Jacob B. Weber (b. 1988)
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Synod Sentences for the Epiphany of Our Lord
The Lord God Is Manifested in the Incarnate Son
The Feast of the Epiphany centers in the visit of the Magi from the East. In that respect, it is a
“Thirteenth Day” of Christmas; and yet, it also marks the beginning of a new liturgical season. While
Christmas has focused on the Incarnation of our Lord—that is, on God becoming flesh—the season
of Epiphany emphasizes the manifestation or self-revelation of God in that same flesh of Christ.
For the Lord Himself has entered our darkness and rises upon us with the brightness of His true
light (Is. 60:1–2). He does so chiefly by His Word of the Gospel, which He causes to be preached
within His Church on earth—not only to the Jews but also to Gentiles (Eph. 3:8–10). As the Magi
were guided by the promises of Holy Scripture to find and worship the Christ Child with His mother
in the house (Matt. 2:5–11), so does He call disciples from all nations by the preaching of His Word,
to find and worship Him within His Church (Is. 60:3–6). With gold they confess His royalty; with
incense, His deity; and with myrrh, His priestly sacrifice (Matt. 2:11).

A Prayer For The Week
Lord God, heavenly Father, You have given us the light of Your holy Word, the guiding star that leads
us to the Christ-child: Send, we beseech You, Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive
this light and make use of it for our salvation, and that we, like the wise men, when they were
seeking the star, may not be afraid because of any hardship or peril, but put all our trust in Your
only-begotten Son as our only Savior, devote our earthly possessions to the advancement of Your
kingdom, and in all things serve Him, Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

A Snippet From 1517
If Christmas celebrates the Father’s giving of the gift of Christ Jesus to us sinners, then Epiphany
might be said to be the Father unwrapping this gift for us. Epiphany means “manifestation.” In the
three primary events of Epiphany - the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12), the baptism of our Lord
in the Jordan (Matthew 3:13-17), and the turning of water into wine at Cana’s wedding (John 2:111) – the Father is making His Son known to the world. In the words of the Apostle Paul, what has
been kept secret for the ages is now revealed: “When you read this, you can perceive my insight
into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as
it is has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the Gospel” (Ephesians 3:4-6).
The coming of the Magi, these strange pilgrims from the east who are guided by a star to the bed
of the infant King, are the first of an unending procession of Gentiles who will come to worship
Him, finding access to God’s kindness and favor in Him. The gift of Christmas is intended for the
whole world as an angel announces to shepherds: “I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord”
(Luke 2:10-11).
If the shepherds who came to Bethlehem to adore the new-born Lord represented the dregs of the
culture, the untrustworthy and uneducated, then the wise men represent the other end of the
spectrum. They are educated. They have reliable knowledge. They must have had wealth or how
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would they have had the leisure to make an overland journey to Jerusalem and purchase expensive
gifts for the One whom they seek?
But the contrast between the poverty of the shepherds and the wealth of the wise men is not the
point of Epiphany. Epiphany has to do with manifestation and revelation. It is about the incarnation.
As one of our hymns puts it, “God in man, made manifest” (see Lutheran Service Book #394). Jesus
is made manifest for the Savior He is. This Lord is true God, begotten of the Father from all eternity
and true man born of the virgin Mary, as the Lutheran Catechism confesses. In this manifestation
given by God’s Word to the wise men, we are given to see the contrast between the carnal wisdom
of the world and the wisdom of the cross by which God confounds the wisdom of the wise (1
Corinthians 1:18-20).
The wise men followed what they had seen in the skies-this mysterious star-which they reckoned
indicated the birth of the King of the Jews. They run the path of their logic: The King of the Jews
must mean Jerusalem. So off to the holy city they go with their treasures in tow. Coming to
Jerusalem, they go to Herod’s palace. This must be the place for a prince destined to David’s
throne. Their question - “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?”- causes King Herod
panic! Herod consults his court theologians. Bethlehem of Judea is the answer. The Prophet Micah
said that out of this Judean village would come a ruler who will shepherd God’s people forever. The
prophetic Scriptures will provide a course correction for the Magi. Only when the Word of God is
joined to the star are these eastern men led to Jesus. Without God’s Word, there is no Epiphany, no
manifestation of the mystery.[1]
This Jesus is the King revealed to the Magi. They do not find the Christ child by any compass of
their own reason or strength. Human reason leads them astray. Human reason concludes Israel’s
King must be born in the holy city, the seat of government. But Israel’s King is not found within the
halls of Herod, but in Bethlehem. This is where the Scriptures point these wise men. The King of
heaven and earth is bedded in a manger. The King of Glory is handed over to sinful men, crucified
by sinners and dies on a cross. There on the Cross, He is epiphanied, revealed and manifested as
the Savior that He is. The authentic King of the Jews is not Herod, but Jesus. That’s what His cross
proclaims!
Jesus’ cross is for dull shepherds and bright magi. It is for the whole world. It is for you. In the
events of the Epiphany, it is demonstrated how magi do not find the one born King of the Jews by
their own wisdom. No, in fact, these wise men will become what all believers finally are: little
children. Little children for whom the Lord Christ gives thanks when He prays, “I thank You, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and
revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such is Your gracious will. All things have been
handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him” (Matthew 11:2527). Jesus was revealed to wise men. They are made to be like little children, capable only of
receiving. This is what Epiphany makes of us, children of the Heavenly Father who do not stand
before God based on our own wisdom or understanding, but as those who live by faith alone. Living
by faith, we look for the King only where He has promised to be found: In the manger of His Holy
Scriptures, in the foolishness of preaching, in the waters of Baptism, and in, with, and under the
bread and wine of the Holy Supper where He gives us His body to eat and His blood to drink for the
forgiveness of sin. It is here the Father continues to unwrap His Christmas gifts given in His Son,
declaring they are for you. “Epiphany: The Father Unwraps the Gift of His Son” John T Pless, 2019
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