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The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
“A Church where God gives and we receive.” 
❖ The Rev. Edward Killian, Pastor (mobile) 424.293.6588 
❖ Ms. Moira Killian, Secretary (Office) 310.671-7644 

❖ Mr. Jay Rogers, Organist/Music Director 
❖ Mr. Leon Tarr, Congregational Chairman 

❖ Mr. Greg Griffin, Acolyte  
 

Welcome to our Divine Service! 
We are pleased that you are with us.  

 

+Worship Notes+ 

The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to kneel or stand, and 

what to say, is printed out in this folder so you may follow along. 
 

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! We are a 
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith 
according to the Holy Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord. God bless you. 
To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial 
welcome in Jesus’ name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you 
will feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ crucified and 
risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a church home and would like to know 
about our beliefs and practice, please see the pastor. He will be happy to visit with you at 
your convenience. 
 

 

A Note From the Organist: 
“The Old Year Now Has Passed Away” is a chorale which has apparently passed away from 
modern Lutheran Hymnals, but was common in Bach’s time. The text expresses gratitude for 
the year just past, and hope to grow in faith in the coming year. Bach’s setting is from the 
“Little Organ Book” and is a highly ornamented version of the melody, expressing a mood 
of supplication.  
 

Frescobaldi was an important composer and teacher during his lifetime. He spent much of 
his career as organist at St. Peter’s in Rome. His pupils spread his music all over Europe, 
and he influenced many others, including J. S. Bach. A toccata was originally just a piece 
for a keyboard instrument, but eventually came to mean a showy, dramatic piece. 
Frescobaldi was part of the transition, some of his toccatas being relatively calm, others, 
like this one, taking a dramatic turn.  
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The Old Year Now Has Passed Away BWV 614    J. S. Bach (1695-1750) 

Confession and Absolution 
Hymn of Invocation  725 Children of the Heavenly Father 

 

 

 
Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401 
Tune: Public domain 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
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C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 8:1, 4–6; antiphon: v. 2 

Out of the mouth of babes and infants, you have established strength because | of 
your foes,* 
 to still the enemy and the a- | venger. 
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in | all the earth!* 
 You have set your glory above the | heavens. 
What is man that you are mind- | ful of him,* 
 and the son of man that you | care for him? 
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly | beings* 
 and crowned him with glory and | honor. 
You have given him dominion over the works | of your hands;* 
 you have put all things under | his feet. 
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Gloria Patri LSB 186 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate 

Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Genesis 46:1–7 

 1So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and 
offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2And God spoke to Israel in visions 
of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here am I.” 3Then he said, “I 
am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I 
will make you into a great nation. 4I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I 
will also bring you up again, and Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.”  
 5Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their 
father, their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to 
carry him. 6They also took their livestock and their goods, which they had gained 
in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him, 
7his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his sons’ daughters. All 
his offspring he brought with him into Egypt. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 77:11–20; antiphon: v. 13 

11I will remember the deeds | of the LORD;* 
 yes, I will remember your won- | ders of old. 
12I will ponder | all your work,* 
 and meditate on your | mighty deeds. 
13Your way, O God, is | holy.* 
 What god is great | like our God? 
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14You are the God who works | wonders;* 
 you have made known your might among the | peoples. 
15You with your arm redeemed your | people,* 
 the children of Jacob and | Joseph. 

16When the waters saw you, O God, 
 when the waters saw you, they | were afraid;* 
 indeed, the deep | trembled. 
17The clouds poured out water; 
 the skies gave forth | thunder;* 
 your arrows flashed on | every side. 
18The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 
 your lightnings lighted | up the world;* 
 the earth trem- | bled and shook. 
19Your way was through the sea, 
 your path through the great | waters;* 
 yet your footprints | were unseen. 
20You led your people | like a flock* 
 by the hand of Moses and | Aaron. 

 
Epistle 1 Peter 4:12–19 

 12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as 
you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory 
is revealed. 14If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 
the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15But let none of you suffer as a 
murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet if anyone suffers as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17For it is 
time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what 
will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a 
faithful Creator while doing good. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
  

 
  
 13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, 
and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to 
Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
 
 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became 
furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that 
region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 
ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the 
prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
 weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land 
of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took 
the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that 
Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to 
go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And 
he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets 
might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day  752 Be Still, My Soul 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon Pastor Edward Killian 

 
Stand 
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Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Offering Collected after service in the back of the church. 
 

Prayer of the Church The proper response is "Lord, have mercy." 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the joy of Christ’s birth, through whom the divine image is restored to 
mankind; for the joy of Holy Baptism, in which God bestows this image upon 
us; and for the joy of adoption as His sons and daughters, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

P For the Church, that God would preserve her faithful; and for her ministers, 
that God would give them delight in this joyful season and restful reflection 
on the mystery of the incarnation that they preach, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For mothers and their children, especially infants and the unborn, that God 
who has perfected His praise in the mouths of babes and nursing infants 
would turn the hearts of all who, like Herod, would despise children or destroy 
the unborn for selfish gain, let us pray to the Lord: 



13 

 

P For Joseph, our president; for all public servants; and for the government and 
those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good 
deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For the sick and sorrowful, for those who mourn, and for all who stand in need 
of our prayers, especially Alice, Carmen, Cynthia, the Conrad’s, Dalton, David, 
Debra, Faith, Gloria, James, Jamesetta, Jod, Johnathan, Karen, Lynette, Marie, 
Marion and her family, Philip, Sabrina, Steve, and Susie, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For a worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper, that Christ’s body and blood may 
fill our hearts with heavenly peace and gladness, let us pray to the Lord: 

P O Lord God, heavenly Father, You allowed Your Son, Jesus Christ, to become 
a stranger and sojourner in Egypt for our sakes and led Him safely home to 
His fatherland. Mercifully grant that we poor sinners, who are strangers and 
sojourners in this perilous world, may soon be called home to our true 
fatherland, the kingdom of heaven, where we shall live in eternal joy and glory; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 
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Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
Distribution Hymn 623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray 

 

 



18 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn  624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
 
5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive 
The bread of immortality. 

 
6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
His quenching blood that life restores. 
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7 With cherubim and seraphim 
Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 



21 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Hymn to Depart  392 God Loves Me Dearly 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

Toccata in F Girolamo Frescobaldi (1583-1643) 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, 
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

T This Week's Notes T 

Announcements 
+ Last Sunday’s Attendance: 28 
   Christmas Eve Attendance: 38 
   Christmas Day Attendance:34 
 
+ Join us for an evening Epiphany Service on January 6th at 7pm. 
 
+ We will be removing decorations on Sunday, January 9th, following Epiphany. 
Volunteers would be greatly appreciated! 
 

LWML Message 
+ Today is Mite Sunday! The collection box is located in the Narthex. Remember to pick 
up the new Women’s Quarterly Magazine! 
 

Synod Sentences for the Second Sunday after Christmas 
Jesus Is the Perfect Israel 

 Israel and all his family went and dwelt in Egypt (Gen. 46:1–7). God made a great nation of him 
there, but that nation would prove unfaithful to the Lord. Therefore, the New Israel came. In fleeing 



23 

 

the murderous Herod, our young Lord goes to Egypt (Matt. 2:13–23), that the prophecy might be 
fulfilled, “Out of Egypt I called my Son” (Hos. 11:1). Jesus brings to perfection what old Israel could 
not. He is the faithful Israel, the embodiment of the people of God. He offers His perfect and holy 
life in place of our own. He submits Himself to persecution and suffering in order to save us. 
Therefore, we should not think it strange when we who are in Christ experience trials because of 
the faith (1 Pet. 4:12–19). Rather, we rejoice to share in Christ’s sufferings, knowing that we will 
also share in His glory. 
 

An Excerpt from Luther’s Writings 
“Now the thought of the Evangelist is this: When Christ was born under Herod, the first foreign king, 
and the time of the prophecy was fulfilled, this wonderful sign occurred. He Whom His own people 
and fellow citizens would neither seek nor acknowledge was sought by such strangers and 
foreigners for many days. To Him Whom the learned and the priests would not acknowledge and 
worship, came the wise men and astrologers. It was indeed a great shame for the whole Jewish 
land and people that Christ was born in their midst, and they should first become aware of it through 
these heathen people living so far away. At least in Jerusalem, the capitol city, they should have 
known about it. An earnest admonition to seek and to acknowledge Christ was given them. But 
their neck was an iron sinew and their brow brass as Isaiah says 48:4. ‘Where is He that is born 
King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the East, and are come to worship Him.’” From the Church 
Postil for the Festival of the Epiphany of the Lord, 1522. 
 

A Snippet From 1517 
…Immediately after recording Herod’s evil action, the evangelist adds, “Then was fulfilled what was 
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more’” (2:17-
18). 
Matthew is quoting the prophet Jeremiah, who employs Rachel as the personification of the 
northern tribes (Jer. 31:15). As one of the wives of Jacob, Rachel was the mother of Israel, one who 
“built up the house of Israel” (Ruth 4:11). As a mother who suffered much during her barrenness, 
then later suffered death during the birth of her second-born son, Rachel typifies grief, pain, loss, 
and mourning in Israel (Gen. 30:1-2; 35:16-21). Since she was buried in Ramah, a city through which 
exiles had to pass on their way to Assyria, Rachel is pictured as lamenting and weeping as her 
children “are no more.” 
As Jeremiah used Rachel as the personified Israel, weeping over lost and exiled children, so now 
Matthew does the same. Lady Rachel is now Lady Bethlehem, weeping for her murdered sons, 
lamenting over the loss of their lives as they go into the exile of a much-too-early grave. 
But the grief is not only for the slaughtered children; it is also for the exile that Jesus, the new and 
better Joseph, had to endure as he and his parents (one of whom was named Joseph!) fled to 
Egypt (Matt. 2:13-15). The same Hebrew words used by Jeremiah for Rachel’s refusal to be 
comforted, were earlier used to describe Jacob when he thought Joseph was dead, but, 
unbeknownst to him, Joseph had been “exiled” to Egypt. Rachel refused (מאן) to be comforted (נחם), 
as Jacob, “refused (מאן) to be comforted (נחם) and said, ‘No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son, 
mourning’” (Gen. 37:35).The tears in Bethlehem were both for the sons that were killed and the Son 
that was exiled. 

https://www.esv.org/Jer.%2031%3A15/
https://www.esv.org/Ruth%204%3A11/
https://www.esv.org/Gen.%2030%3A1-2%3B%2035%3A16-21/
https://www.esv.org/Matt.%202%3A13-15/
https://www.esv.org/Gen.%2037%3A35/
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A Mosaic Twist 
But there’s a biblical twist to this story. The exile of Jesus to Egypt does follow the pattern of the 
exile of Joseph, and later all Israel, to Egypt. The Messiah, who is Israel-in-one-man, must follow 
the path of his forefathers. But he’s also, in a backwards sort of way, completing the pattern of the 
life of Moses. The lives of both Jesus and Moses were threatened by tyrants (Herod and Pharaoh); 
both of their births were connected with state-decreed infanticide (Matt. 2:16 and Exod. 1:22-2:10); 
and both had to flee. 
But here’s where things get interesting and backwards. 
Moses fled from Egypt and Jesus fled to Egypt. What was a haven for Jesus was a hazard for 
Moses. When Matthew describes the return of Jesus to Israel, he echoes language used in Exodus 
to describe the return of Moses to Egypt. The Lord said to Moses, “Go back to Egypt, for all the men 
who were seeking your life are dead” (Exod. 4:19). And, parroting this, Matthew writes that the angel 
told Joseph, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought 
the child’s life are dead” (Matt. 2:20). 
Jesus, as the new and better Moses, following the deaths of the children of God in Bethlehem, 
underwent a sort of double exile. 
First, exile to Egypt to trace the path trod by Joseph and Israel. Second, exile to Israel – yes, to 
Israel – because the promised land was a land under slavery, with Rome serving the role of 
Egyptians. The Israelites were in exile on their own soil because they were an occupied people. To 
paraphrase both Nehemiah 9:36 and Ezra 9:9, “We may be living in the holy land, but we are slaves 
because foreign people are ruling over us!” 
When Moses arrived back in Egypt, he began the great action of liberation in the exodus. When 
Jesus, the new and better Moses, arrived back in Israel, he readied himself for the greater exodus 
to come when he set us free in the exodus of his death and resurrection. 
A Day of Horror and a Day of Hope 
When Pharaoh decreed that all the boys born to Israelite mothers were to be cast into the Nile, little 
did he know that from the same Nile would arise a boy who one day who would bring liberation and 
life for Israel. Likewise, when Herod decreed that all the boys in and around Bethlehem were to be 
slain, little did he know that from death itself would one day arise a man who would bring liberation 
and life for Jews and Gentiles alike. From his earliest years, therefore, Jesus was surrounded by 
two things that would thenceforth define his mission: death and exile. 
His infant brethren, the martyred boys of Bethlehem, testified by their deaths just how wrong our 
world has become. When helpless infants are slaughtered, do we need further evidence of the 
brokenness of world? That cold, calculated, murderous episode defines the world—our world—that 
Jesus was born to save. 
And how would he save it? By going into exile. First to Egypt, to redo what Israel had undone during 
their rebellious wilderness years. Second, to Israel, a “home exile,” where he would be persecuted 
by Rome and his own people, tortured and executed, then cast into the exile tomb of death itself. 
His resurrection is his repatriation to the fatherland of life everlasting. And it’s our homecoming as 
well.  On December 28, therefore, we commemorate both a day of horror and a day of hope. A day 
when children were butchered in Bethlehem. Horror indeed. But also a day that began a life of exile 
for the Messiah, who one day would be killed himself, and in that death, destroy death forever by 
his resurrection for us… Chad Bird, 2021 

https://www.esv.org/Matt.%202%3A16/
https://www.esv.org/Exod.%201%3A22-2%3A10/
https://www.esv.org/Exod.%204%3A19/
https://www.esv.org/Matt.%202%3A20/
https://www.esv.org/Nehemiah%209%3A36/
https://www.esv.org/Ezra%209%3A9/

