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The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
“A Church where God gives and we receive.” 
❖ The Rev. Edward Killian, Pastor (mobile) 424.293.6588 
❖ Ms. Moira Killian, Secretary (Office) 310.671-7644 

❖ Mr. Jay Rogers, Organist/Music Director 
❖ Mr. Leon Tarr, Congregational Chairman 

❖ Mr. Greg Griffin, Acolyte  
 

Welcome to our Divine Service! 
We are pleased that you are with us.  

 

+Worship Notes+ 

The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to kneel or stand, and 

what to say, is printed out in this folder so you may follow along. 
 

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church! We are a 
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith 
according to the Holy Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord. God bless you. 
To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial 
welcome in Jesus’ name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you 
will feel at home in our midst and will be blessed by our message of Christ crucified and 
risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a church home and would like to know 
about our beliefs and practice, please see the pastor. He will be happy to visit with you at 
your convenience. 
 

 

 

A Note From the Organist: 
Stephen Gabrielson was a Professor of Music at Augsburg College in Minneapolis. 
His delightful setting of this children’s carol, very popular in Scandinavia, also 
incorporates part of “Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine,” and Pietro Yon’s beautiful “Jesu 
Bambino.” 
 
Edwin C. Johnson is also from Minneapolis, where he serves at Holy Triune Lutheran 
Church. His setting includes quotes from “For unto us a Child is Born” from 
Handel’s “Messiah.” 
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I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve   Stephen Gabrielson (1939-2013) 

Confession and Absolution 
Hymn of Invocation  376 Once in Royal David’s City 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 93:1, 3–4; antiphon: vv. 5, 2 

Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 
 holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore. 
Your throne is established | from of old;* 
 you are from ever- | lasting. 
The LORD reigns; he is robed in | majesty;* 
 the LORD is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt. 
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Yes, the world is es- | tablished;* 
 it shall nev- | er be moved. 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted | up their voice;* 
 the floods lift up their | roaring. 
Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves | of the sea,* 
 the LORD on high is | mighty! 

 
Gloria Patri LSB 186 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. 
Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Isaiah 11:1–5 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 89:1–8; antiphon: v. 8 
I Will Sing of the Steadfast Love of the LORD 

1I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, for- | ever;* 
 with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all gener- | ations. 
2For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up for- | ever;* 
 in the heavens you will establish your | faithfulness.” 
3You have said, “I have made a covenant with my | chosen one;* 
 I have sworn to David my | servant: 
4‘I will establish your offspring for- | ever,* 
 and build your throne for all gener- | ations.’” 

5Let the heavens praise your wonders, | O LORD,* 
 your faithfulness in the assembly of the | holy ones! 
6For who in the skies can be compared | to the LORD?* 
 Who among the heavenly beings is | like the LORD, 
7a God greatly to be feared in the council of the | holy ones,* 
 and awesome above all who are a- | round him? 
8O LORD God of hosts, 
 who is mighty as you are, | O LORD,* 
 with your faithfulness all a- | round you? 

 
Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a 
son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22–32 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
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Jesus Presented at the Temple 

 22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary 
and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, “Every male who first 
opens the womb shall be called 
holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is said 
in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons.” 25Now there was a man 
in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for 

the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he 
took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,  

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day 382 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth 

 

 

 
 
5 The very Son of God sublime 

Entered into earthly time 
    To lead us from this world of cares 
    To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs. 
        Alleluia! 

 
6 In poverty He came to earth 

Showing mercy by His birth; 
    He makes us rich in heav’nly ways 
    As we, like angels, sing His praise. 
        Alleluia! 

 
7 All this for us our God has done 

Granting love through His own Son. 
    Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 
    And sing His praise with endless voice. 
        Alleluia! 

Tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110000401 

 



12 

 

Sermon Pastor Edward Killian 

 
Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Offering Collected after service in the back of the church. 
 

Prayer of the Church The proper response is "Lord, have mercy." 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For grace to rejoice in Christ’s blessed incarnation; in thankfulness that, in the 

fullness of time, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 
to redeem us and give us the adoption as Your sons and heirs; and to grant 
us a glad new year, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For the Church, that all who have been baptized into Christ may embrace the 
Christ Child by Word and faith, and so be ready to depart whenever they are 
called, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For the families of all Christians, that the heavenly Father from whom all 
fatherhood on earth is named would bless them with His promises; for 
parents, that they would be diligent and take delight in their work; for children, 
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that by God’s favor they would grow in strength and wisdom; and for all 
widows, orphans and broken families, that God would comfort them with His 
mercy and give them joy in the redemption won for them in Christ, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

P For delight in the fear of the Lord, that we may entrust ourselves only to Christ, 
who alone judges all matters in equity and righteousness; for princes and 
leaders of this world, who must judge by what they see and hear, that they 
would be blessed with health and wisdom; and for discernment, that we may 
honor them for the sake of conscience before our Lord, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our prayers Alice, 
Carmen, Cynthia, the Conrad’s, Dalton, David, Debra, Faith, Gloria, James, 
Jamesetta, Jod, Johnathan, Karen, Lynette, Marie, Marion and her family, Philip, 
Sabrina, Steve, and Susie, that according to God’s gracious will, they would be 
healed; and for those who mourn, that God would fill their hearts with the 
certain hope of the resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For those who commune this day, that they would see their salvation in the 
very body and blood of Christ given them to eat and to drink and thus, with 
Simeon, be prepared to depart in peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

P In thanksgiving for our brothers and sisters who have departed in the peace 
of faith; and that with them, we may behold the light of the nations and the 
glory of Israel in eternal life, let us pray to the Lord: 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 
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Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 
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Distribution Hymn  366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn 392 God Loves Me Dearly 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 



21 

 

Salutation LSB 201 

 

 
Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
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Hymn to Depart  367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Angels From The Realms of Glory Edwin C Johnson (b. 1942) 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, 
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

T This Week's Notes T 
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Announcements 
+ Last Sunday’s Attendance: 38 
 
+ The church was beautifully decorated for Christmas this year, thanks to everyone’s 
help and donations! We will be removing decorations on Sunday, January 9th , following 
Epiphany. Volunteers would be greatly appreciated! 
 

LWML Message 
 LWML Ladies:  Please note on the LWML bulletin board a Christmas letter from Paul 
and Ali Federwitz & family, whom we support,with Lutheran Bible Translators in Ghana, 
Africa.  They are having special visitors for Christmas! 
 

Thank you, 
Gayle 

 
Synod Sentences for the First Sunday after Christmas 

The Seed of David Comes to His Temple 
 A Rod has come forth from the stem of Jesse (Is. 11:1–5)—the Seed of David whose kingdom shall 

be established forever (2 Sam. 7:1–16). In the fullness of time, God sent forth His Son Jesus to 
redeem us from the judgment of the Law (Gal. 4:1–7). Now He is presented in the temple in 
fulfillment of the Law and revealed to be “a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your 
people Israel” (Luke 2:22–40). Christ has enlightened us in baptism, giving us to be adopted as 
sons of God and heirs of eternal life. Receiving the Holy Sacrament of His body and blood, we are 
prepared to depart this world in peace, for our eyes have seen the salvation of God in Him. 

 
A Prayer for the Week 

 O almighty and everlasting God, mercifully direct our ways that we may walk in Your Law, and be 
made to abound in good works; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

An Excerpt from Luther’s Writings 
“Now it must indeed excite wonder that such things were proclaimed openly by Simeon in that 
public and sacred place with reference to that poor and insignificant Child, Whose mother was so 
humble and lowly and Whose father Joseph was not wealthy. How could such a Child be 
considered the Savior of all men, the Light of the Gentiles and the glory and honour of all Israel? At 
present, after we have had so many proofs of Christ’s greatness, these words do no longer seem 
so wonderful; but then, when nothing as yet was known of Jesus, they were indeed marvellous, and 
this lowly Child was very unlike the great and mighty being portrayed by Simeon. But Joseph and 
Mary believed it nevertheless, and just therefore they marveled. If they had not believed it, the words 
of Simeon would have appeared to them insignificant, untrue and worthless, and not at all 
wonderful. Therefore, the fact that they were marveling, shows that Joseph and Mary possessed a 
strong and sublime faith.” From the Church Postil for the First Sunday after Christmas, 1522. 
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A Snippet From 1517 
As Simeon sang, you might lead your hearers in a song of defiant and hopeful confidence 

to close out a year characterized by death and despair. 
What would it take for your hearers to depart in peace? I am not talking about exiting the worship 
service this Sunday. Neither do I have in mind finally leaving behind 2020. I am talking about 
departing from this life. I am talking about dying. Unless the Lord returns first, you and each of your 
hearers will depart; some sooner than we expect. We need to be ready. In this way, we need to 
become like Simeon. Having seen the Lord, he was ready to depart in peace. His song may be the 
perfect tune to lodge in the ears and hearts of your hearers on this first Sunday after Christmas… 
 
…While it may seem a bit of a downer to focus on death two days after Jesus’ birth, the hallmark of 
Christian preaching is its brutal honesty. 
Kolb shows how Luther faced death head-on. 
“Although we do not wish to call the life we have here a death,” said the reformer, “nevertheless, it 
is surely nothing else than a continuous journey toward death. Just as a person infected with a 
plague has already started to die when the infection has set in, so also because of sin and because 
of death, the punishment for sin, this life can no longer properly be called life after it has been 
infected by sin. Right from our mother’s womb we begin to die.”[2] 
It should not be hard to help your hearers take seriously the concept of death this year. All jokes 
about moving past 2020 aside, this year has been a global wake-up call about the fragility of life 
for all ages. 
Speaking of age, we do not actually know how old Simeon was in the text. Most works of art picture 
him as an old man with a flowing white beard. This may come from an Eastern tradition that he 
was one of the translators of the Septuagint, which would make him really old. But the text does 
not actually say anything about his age. This year I find myself imagining Simeon much younger. 
The intrusion of death into the lives of people of all ages highlights the singular and central 
significance of Jesus’ resurrection. Contrary to so many memes, our hope is NOT in getting to 
2021. Even during Christmas, the good news is founded only on the empty tomb (1 Corinthians 15). 
This was how Luther prepared his hearers to die well. He proclaimed the promise of resurrection 
for all who, by faith and their baptism, are united to the crucified and risen Christ. It is your job (and 
joy) to proclaim this promise to your hearers. The One who has overcome death has shared His 
eternal life with you. Even during Christmas, the good news is founded only on the empty tomb. 
In this way, you are doing in your sermon what the Holy Spirit did for Simeon before his encounter 
with Jesus. “It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ” (Luke 2:26). In your sermon you will be showing your hearers the Lord’s 
Christ. Seeing Him by faith, they will not see death eternally. Death, for them, will be a passage to 
life. Their departure, then, is not something to fear, but something to recognize and anticipate in 
peace. This is not an act of resignation, but thanksgiving and active service toward others. 
As Simeon sang, you might lead your hearers in a song of defiant and hopeful confidence to close 
out a year characterized by death and despair. “Lord, now you are letting your servant[s] depart in 
peace, according to your word; for [our] eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared [for 
us] in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 
Israel.” Peter Nafzger, 2021 

 

https://www.1517.org/articles/gospel-luke-222-40-christmas-1-series-b#_ftn2
https://www.esv.org/1%20Corinthians%2015/
https://www.esv.org/Luke%202%3A26/

