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For the Fruit of all Creation

Frank Stoldt: (b.1958)

Hymn
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892 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; Raise the song of har- vest home.

2 All  the world is God’s own field, Fruit un - to His praise to yield;
3 For the Lord, our God, shall come And shall take His har-vest home,
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick -ly come To Thy fi- nal har-vest home;
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All be safe -ly gath-ered in FEre the win-ter storms be - gin;

Wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, Un - to joy or

SOI - TOW ZrOown.
From His field shall in that day All

of - fens-es purge a - way,

Gath - er Thou Thy peo - ple in, Free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak -er, doth pro-vide For our wants to be sup-plied.
First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall ap - pear.
Give His an- gels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast,
There, for - ev - er pu - ri-fied, In Thy gar-ner to a - bide:
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Come to God’s own tem -ple, come; Raise the song of har-vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we Whole-some grain and pure may be.
But  the fruit - ful ears to store In His gar - ner ev - er - more.
Come with all Thine an-gels, come, Raise the glo-rious har-vest home.
Tune and text: Public domain
Stand
Common LSB 260
(P} This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
(P} From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
(P] Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents

of the wicked.



Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
Teach me Your paths.

Sanctify us in Your truth.

Your Word is truth.

REDE

P} From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Old Testament Canticle LSB 261
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.
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With joy will you draw wa - ter from the
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wells of sal - va - tion. And you will say in that
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day: “Give thanks to the Lord, call up-on His name,
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make known His deeds a-mong the peo - ples, pro -
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claim that His name is ex - alt-ed.”
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.
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Sing prais-es to the Lord, for He has done
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glo - rious-ly; let this be made known in all the
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earth. Shout, and sing for joy, 0] in -
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hab - i-tants of Zi-on, for great in your midst is the
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Ho - ly One of Is - ra - el.
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.
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Glo - ry be to the Fa - ther and to the Son
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and to the Ho - ly Spir - it;
| \ M
A — S— I I B — — v — > 't
r:r)vn La— S—- P~ K o > g i' bt
as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will
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be for - ev - er A - men.
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The Lord God is my strength and my song, and
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He has be - come my sal - va - tion.
Sit
Readings From Holy Scripture
Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 8:1-10
P] The Old Testament Reading for Thanksgiving is from Deuteronomy, the eighth

chapter.

“The whole commandment that | command you today you shall be careful to
do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD
swore to give to your fathers. 2And you shall remember the whole way that the
LoRD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might
humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep
his commandments or not. 3And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you
with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make
you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that
comes from the mouth of the LoRD. #Your clothing did not wear out on you and
your foot did not swell these forty years. *Know then in your heart that, as a man
disciplines his son, the LoRD your God disciplines you. °So you shall keep the
commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him.
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’For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water,
of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and
barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, °a
land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a
land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. "°And you
shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LoORD your God for the good land he
has given you.”

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsory LSB 263
(P} Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
(P) Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
P} Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
Epistle Philippians 4:6-20
(P) The Epistle Reading is from Philippians, chapter 4.

®Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. “And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. *What
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things,
and the God of peace will be with you.

0] rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern

for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. "'Not that
| am speaking of being in need, for | have learned in whatever situation | am to be
content. 2l know how to be brought low, and | know how to abound. In any and
every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger,
abundance and need. "3l can do all things through him who strengthens me.



4Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. ">And you Philippians yourselves
know that in the beginning of the gospel, when | left Macedonia, no church entered
into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. '®Even in
Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. ’Not that | seek the
gift, but | seek the fruit that increases to your credit. '8 have received full payment,
and more. | am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent,
a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. "And my God will
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. ?°To our
God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel Luke 17:11-19
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

0On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and
Galilee. ?And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a
distance "%and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”
"When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And
as they went they were cleansed. '*Then one of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; "®and he fell on his face at
Jesus'’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. '"Then Jesus answered,
“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? '®Was no one found to return and
give praise to God except this foreigner?” "?And he said to him, “Rise and go your
way; your faith has made you well.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Stand

Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.



You shall not steal.

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant,
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed

maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Hymn 895 Now Thank We All Our God
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1 Now thank we all our God With hearts and hands and voic - es,
2 Oh, may this boun-teous God Through all our life be near us,
A3 All  praise and thanks to God The Fa - ther now be giv-en,
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Who won-drous things has done, In  whom His world re - joic - es;
With ev - er joy - ful hearts And bless-ed peace to cheer us
The Son, and Him who reigns With them in high-est heav-en,
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Who from ourmoth-ers” arms Has  blest us on our way
And keep us in His grace And guide us when per-plexed
The one e - ter - nal God, Whom earth and heav’n a - dore;
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With count-less gifts of love And still is ours to - day.
And free wus from all ills In this world and the next!
For thus it was, is now, And shall be ev - er - more.
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon Pastor Edward Killian

Offering Collected after service in the back of the church.

Stand

Prayer
()
(P)
()
(P)
(P)
()
(P)
(P)
()

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our
mind, let us pray to the Lord:

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to
the Lord:

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare
of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the
Lord:

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.



Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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(P} The Lord be  with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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P)] Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194

(P] Itis truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus LSB 195
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ho - san - na, ho-san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless - edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
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(P) Our Father who art in heav - en, hal - low - ed be Thy name,
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
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(P} Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be - trayed, took bread,
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He took the cup after sup - per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My *I* blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
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® The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 198
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Sit
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Distribution

Hymn 618 |1 Come, O Savior, to Thy Table
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11 come, O Sav - ior, to Thy ta - ble, For weak and
2 Thy heart is filled with fer-vent yearn-ing  That sin - ners
3Un - wor-thy though I am, O Sav - ior, Be-cause I
4 Wea - ry am I and heav-y lad - en; With sin my
5 What high - er gift can we in - her - it? It is  faith’s
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wea - 1y is my soul; Thou, Bread of Life, a -
may sal -va - tion see Who, Lord, to Thee in
have a sin - ful heart, Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt
soul is sore op - pressed; Re - ceive me gra - cious-
bond and sol - id base; It is  the strength of
e
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lone art a - ble To sat - is - fy and make me whole:
faith are turn - ing; So I, a sin - ner, come to Thee.
ban - ish nev - er, For Thou my faith - ful shep-herd art:
ly and glad -den My heart, for I am now Thy guest.
heart and spir - it, The «cov - e - nant of hope and grace.
p  Refrain . ‘
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!

Tune: Public domain

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401
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Hymn 628 Your Table | Approach
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1 Your ta-ble I ap - proach; Dear Sav - ior, hear my prayer.
2 Lord, I con-fess my sins And mourn their wretch-ed bands;
3 Your bod -y and Your blood, Once slain and shed for me,
4 Search not how this takes place, This won-drous mys - ter - y;
# . .

[ | I I I | I

Ol

f I " I i ] |' |' ; [ i f

s SN
o]

Let not an un - re - pen-tant heart Prove hurt-ful to me there.
A con-trite heart is sure to find For - give-ness at Your hands.
Are tak-en at Your ta- ble, Lord, In blest re -al - i - ty.
God can ac - com-plish vast -ly more Than what we think could be.

5 O grant, most blesséd Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6 Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
0 God, my peace and light.

Text and tune: Public domain

New Testament Canticle LSB 266
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Christ our Pass - o-ver Lamb has been sac - ri - ficed.
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Raised from the dead, He will nev - er die a - gain.
o) | . |
A —T— I — ! i ! —— Ta
V |
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Collect of the Day
(P] Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You graciously
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we
may acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your benefits, and serve
You in willing obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for the Word

(P) Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to
heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Evening Prayer
| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me
all my sins where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For
into Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.

Blessing

Benedicamus LSB 267
(P) Letus bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 267
(P) The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -1~ Son, and the Holy Spirit,

bless and preserve you.
Amen.
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Hymn 894 For the Fruits of His Creation
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1 For  the fruits of His cre - a - tion, Thanks be to  God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, Thanks be to God.
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For His gifts to ev - 'ry na-tion, Thanks be to God. For the
In  the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s  will is done. In our
For the good we all in - her - it, Thanks be to God. For the
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plow - ing, sow-ing, reap-ing, Si - lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
world-wide task of car -ing For the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
won - ders that as-tound us, For the truths that still con-found us,
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Fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, Thanks  be to  God.
In the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.

Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks be to God.
Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401
Tune: Public domain

Now Thank We All Our God Jacob B. Weber (b. 1988)
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Schedule for Upcoming Midweek Advent Services
Wednesday Vespers at 7pm
December 1st
December 8t
December 15t
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Synod Sentences for the Last Sunday of the Church Year
We Praise God for Sustaining Life in and through His Word
The nation resounds with thanksgiving for the earth’s bountiful harvest, crops of wheat
and grains, all beneath the canopy of God'’s almighty care. But “man does not live by bread
alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord” (Deut. 8:1-10).
The Church is the vessel through which the Word of God penetrates the world with its Law
and Gospel. It is this divine Word which proclaims Jesus as the sole source of life, health,
and wholeness. It is Jesus who heals lepers with His Word, “Go show yourselves to the
priests” (Luke 17:11-19). Of the ten cleansed, only one expresses thanksgiving back to
Jesus. But true gratitude proceeds from a heart sustained by faith. Jesus bids this one
Samaritan to “rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” So also, we are sent from
the Divine Service, bolstered in our faith by Baptismal and Eucharist blessing to be
thankful in our circumstances of plenty and hunger, abundance and need (Phil. 4:6-20).
A Prayer For Thanksgiving

Almighty God, most merciful Father, You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every
living thing: We give You most humble and hearty thanks that You have crowned the fields
with Your blessing, and have permitted us once more to gather in the fruits of the earth;
and we beseech You to bless and protect the living seed of Your Word sown in our hearts,
that in the abundant fruits of righteousness we may always present to You an acceptable
thank-offering; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

A Snippet From 15717
A Hebrew Twist on Thanksgiving
Any day of thanksgiving is a confessional day—a day of expressing a short creed that sums
up our entire existence: God gives, we receive. Thanksgiving as a day of confession becomes
very obvious when we look at it from a Hebrew perspective.

The one statement you’ll never hear from God in the Old Testament is “Thank you.” He
says, “let there be” and “bless you” and “l am who | am,” but he will never express gratitude
to someone for a gift bestowed.

The reason is obvious: no one ever gives God anything that he didn’t already give them
first. David expresses it quite succinctly: “All things come from You, and of Your own we
have given You” (1_Chron. 29:14). The Orthodox liturgy, echoing David, puts it this way:
“Thine of Thine own, we offer to Thee.”

Like a toddler at the dinner table, trying to feed Dad with the very food that Dad has earned,
purchased, prepared, and spooned onto his plate—so are we with God.

To say “Thank you” is, therefore, a distinctly human activity. Those two words summarize
our position as receivers in the divine/human relationship. Indeed, even our language is a
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gift from heaven. We couldn’t even pronounce those two words “Thank you” unless the
Logos, the Word himself, had placed them in our mouths.

Any day of thanksgiving is thus a confessional day—a day of expressing a short creed that
sums up our entire existence: God gives, we receive.

Thanksgiving as a day of confession becomes very obvious when we look at it from a
Hebrew perspective.

The Hebrew verb for giving thanks is yadah (777). Frequently, it also means to confess. And
rightly so, because in the Old Testament, when Israel thanks God, often that thanksgiving
consists of confessing, in detail, exactly what he’s done—and continues to do—for his
people.

The Hebrew twist on thanksgiving, therefore, is that it often sounds not so much like
“thank you” as “Here is what kind of God you are for us.”

For instance, Psalm 136 is a thanksgiving hymn. It begins with the Hebrew verb yadah, “O
give thanks unto Yahweh, for he is good, and his lovingkindness endures forever.” Three
more times in this psalm, the poet calls on us to “give thanks to God.” But what's
fascinating is that, between all of these calls for thanksgiving, verse by verse, we rehearse
the work of God in creation and exodus.

To say that God “made the heavens with skill” (vs. 5) or “spread out the earth above the
waters” (vs. 6) or “smote the Egyptians in their firstborn” (vs. 10) are all ways of saying
Thank You. How so? Because each of these describe the God who acts on behalf of his
people to give them gifts. Much like a creed rehearses who God is and what he does, so
this thanksgiving psalm recounts what God did in creation and redemption as an epiphany
of his love.

To thank God, Hebrew style, is to confess who he is. That confession alone is our way of
describing the fact that he gives and we receive. He saves and we are saved. He loves and
we are the beloved.

One final thought based on all this: Jesus truly is what (in Greek) we could call our
Eucharist (which means “thanksgiving”). He is Thanksgiving for he embodies both divinity
and humanity in one person. He is both God the Giver and Man the Receiver. We look at
Jesus as the one from whom every good gift comes to us; the one who is the gift of the
Father; and the priest who, representing us all, gives thanks to the Father for us and all
creation. Indeed, so gracious is he that he even places his body and blood into us in the
Eucharistic meal, thereby uniting us to God and filling us with his Spirit.

A blessed Thanksgiving Day to everyone, as we confess who God is, the gift we have in
Jesus, and our ability to thank the Lord through his Spirit.
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