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Welcome to our traditional Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols! 

We are delighted that you are joining us for this joyous celebration of our Lord's birth. 
We hope that you will come back again soon to hear His Word of life and forgiveness. 

 
The entire service, including the rubrics of when to, when to stand, when to kneel, and what to say, is 

printed out in this folder so you may follow along. Your mask is required to be worn at all times. 
 

Please join us for the following services of our Lord: 
 

Christmas Day Festival Service – tomorrow at 10 am (a different service from tonight) 
 

Every Sunday at 10 am 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Light of Christ Shines Forth in the Darkness 
Heaven and earth rejoice on this night because the glory of the Triune God is 
manifested in the human birth of “our great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 
2:13). In Him, the Father’s grace, mercy and peace rest upon the world. The 
silence of death is broken by this “good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people” (Luke 2:10). And all we who have gone astray like lost and wandering 
sheep, who have “walked in the darkness” of doubt and fear and sinful unbelief, 
behold “a great light” in the nativity of Christ (Is. 9:2). In Him “the grace of God 

has appeared” (Titus 2:11). For this Child of Mary who is born for us, this dear Son of God who is 
given to us, will bear the burden of our sin and death in His own body on the cross. He thereby 
establishes a government of peace, “with justice and with righteousness,” which shall have no 
end; not by any work of man, but “the zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this” (Is. 9:7). 

 
Cover art:  The Adoration of the Shepherds (1886-1894) – James J Tissot  

https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/4432
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Pre-Service Organ Recital 
Mr. Jay Rogers, Music Director 

I. Bach à la Française 
Pièce d’Orgue  BWV 572                             J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Très vitement  Gravement   Lentement 
 The Pièce d’Orgue  is unique among Bach’s Organ works. It was probably written around 

1710. The Tres vitement  is a fanfare in single notes featuring echo effects.  The Gravement 
is a massive 5-part movement resembling the French grand jeu movements found in the 
works of Couperin, Marchand , and others. The Lentement features a descending pedal line 
under rapid triplets, somewhat foreshadowing the French toccatas of the late 19th Century.  

 
II. Four Carol  Settings  
Away in a Manger                                     David Lasky (b.1957)    

David Lasky is Music Director/Organist at St. Cecelia’s Roman Catholic Church in 
Leominster, Massachusetts. His setting uses both common tunes for this carol, “Away in a 
Manger,” and “Cradle Song”, in a lush romantic setting. 

Susani                               Robert J. Powell (b. 1932)                 
Robert J. Powell is Organist/Choirmaster at Christ Church Episcopal in Greenville, South 
Carolina. He has published many choral and organ works in his long career. “Susani” is a 
German carol,  with the words “From Heaven High, O Angels, Come”. The setting is 
cheerful and dance-like in character.  

Forest Green                                                Marilyn Biery (b. 1959) 
 Marilyn Biery is Music Director/Organist at Fort Street Presbyterian Church, Detroit. 

“Forest Green” is an English tune which has been used for many texts. In England, it is the 
common tune for “O Little Town of Bethlehem”. It is found in LSB at hymn #362, with the 
text “O Sing of Christ.” (Opposite “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #361). The setting features  
mysterious chords, with the melody in the pedal on a 4’ stop. 

Sussex Carol                                               Karl Osterland (b. 1956) 
 Karl Osterland is at Historic Trinity Lutheran Church, Detroit. “Sussex Carol” is a cheerful 

tune sung to “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing".  This features dialogue between  the 
organ stops of Great Gedeckt 8’ and the Choir Cromorne 8’. 

 
III. Young Bach Learns from an Old Master 
Two settings of “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” 
1. Johann Pachelbel  (1653-1709) 
2. J. S. Bach BWV 739 
 Pachelbel was one of the most prominent Lutheran musicians 

in the era just prior to Bach. Bach’s older brother, Johann 
Christoph, was a pupil of Pachelbel and undoubtedly 
introduced Bach to this music while young Sebastian lived with 
him.  The authenticity of BWV 739 has been questioned, but an 
autograph in Bach’s hand exists. It may be the earliest known 
organ work to come down to us, possibly written as early as 
1699. The similarities between the settings indicate that Bach 
had studied the Pachelbel piece, probably with Christoph.   
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A SERVICE of LESSONS and CAROLS 
 

Rise and face the Cross for the procession 
 

Processional Hymn 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
st. 1:  sung by Cantors 

sts. 2-4:  Congregation 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

https://youtu.be/1KQBup6khZE
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Verse Matthew 1:21 

P  Alleluia. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 
   his people from their sins.   C  Alleluia. 

 

Welcome and Bidding Prayer  There will be time for silent prayers after each bid. 
P I welcome you, on behalf of The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 
 We have come together as the family of God, in our Father’s presence, to 
 celebrate the great festival of Christmas. In this service which has become a 
 Christmas Eve tradition here at The Good Shepherd, we hear and receive the 
 good news of the birth of Christ and we offer to God our thanksgiving in the 
 joyful singing of carols and in prayer. 
 
 In Christian freedom, you may kneel, stand, or sit, as you are able.  

 
 Let us pray for the whole Christian Church, that our Lord God would defend her 
 against all the assaults and temptations of the adversary and keep her 
 perpetually on the true foundation, Jesus Christ. 
 
 Let us pray all the ministers of the Word, for all vocations in the Church, and for 
 all the people of God. 
 
 Let us pray for our catechumens, that our Lord God would open their hearts and 
 the door of His mercy that, having received the remission of all their sins by the 
 washing of regeneration, they may be mindful of their Baptism and evermore be 
 found in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
 
 Let us pray for all in authority that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
 godliness and honesty. 
 
 Let us pray our Lord God that He would deliver the world from all error, take away 
 disease, ward off famine, set free those in bondage, grant health to the sick and a 
 safe journey to all who travel. 
 
 Let us pray for all who are outside the Church, that our Lord God would be 
 pleased to deliver them from their error, call them to faith in the true and living 
 God and His only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and gather them into His family, the 
 Church. 
 
 Let us pray for peace, that we may come to the knowledge of God's holy Word 
 and walk before Him as is fitting for Christians. 
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 Let us pray for our enemies, that God would remember them in mercy and 
 graciously grant them such things as are both needful for them and profitable for 
 their salvation. 
 
 Let us pray for the fruits of the earth, that God would send down His blessing 
 upon them and graciously dispose our hearts to enjoy them according to His own 
 good will. 
 
 Finally, let us pray for all those things which our Lord would have us ask, saying:  

 
Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver T us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 
Reading  Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,  
 on them has light shined. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
Hymn Response 359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Reading  Luke 1:26–38 

  26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2786545341391091
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said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 
you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
father David, 33and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, 
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And 
the angel departed from her. 
 

Hymn Response 356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 

 

 

Above: The Annunciation (1886-1894) – James J. Tissot 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=295976367989738
https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/4422
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Reading  Luke 2:1–20 

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor 

of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to 
his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, 
his betrothed, who was with child. 6And 
while they were there, the time came for her 
to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the 
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that 
will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all 
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, 
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glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
 

Hymn Response 377 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 

 
Reading John 1:1–4 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 
 

https://youtu.be/Y1B8PsqYeVw
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Hymn Response 384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

https://youtu.be/vWlU_7gRk7M
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Saint Joseph Seeks a Lodging in Bethlehem , 1886-1894 - James Tissot 

Sermon Pastor von Hindenburg 

 
Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 
Offering will be collected in the Narthex after service.  

 
During the singing of "O Little Town of Bethlehem" on the facing page, the ushers will go to the 
chancel and light their candles from the pastor's candle.  
 
They will then light members of the congregation's candles.   
 
Please tip your unlighted wick to the flame to prevent wax from spilling. Once your candle has 
been lit, remain standing. 
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Hymn 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

https://youtu.be/4iIPrFL9x6w
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Prayer  
P O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we 
may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.  
 

Hymn 363 Silent Night, Holy Night  

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Please now extinguish your candle. 

The Prayers 
P  Mercifully hear, O Lord, the prayers of Your people, that, as we rejoice in the 

birth and first advent of Your Only-begotten Son, so when He comes a 
second time in majesty, we may receive the reward of eternal life; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C  Glory to God in the Highest! 

https://youtu.be/wixgxKQhbsE?t=49
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P  O God, who gladdens us with the yearly remembrance of our redemption, 
grant that we who now joyfully receive Your Only-begotten Son as our 
Redeemer may also behold Him without fear when He comes as our Savior 
and Judge, through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C  Glory to God in the Highest! 
 
P  Most merciful God, who has given Your eternal Word to be made incarnate 

of the pure Virgin, grant to Your people grace to put away fleshly desires that 
so we may be ready for Your visitation; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C   Amen. Glory to God in the Highest! 
 

The Blessing 
P  He who by His incarnation gathered into one all earthly things and heavenly  
  things, fill you with His peace and light.  
  The blessing of Almighty God, the Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, be and  
  abide with you, this night and always. 
C  Amen! 

Sit 
Hymn 387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/sZ4Z_-Zuz2Q
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
P: Glory to God in the highest!  C: And peace to his people on earth! 
 

As the postlude is being played, you will be invited row by row to exit via the center aisle. 
Due to the pandemic, please do not congregate in the Narthex, 

and wait until outside to hold conversations. 
 

POSTLUDE 

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen                  Wilbur Held (1914-2015)    
Wilbur Held contributed greatly to the music of the church during his long career. He taught for 
many years at Ohio State University. After retirement, he moved to Claremont, CA, where he spent 
the rest of his life, continuing to write and play almost to the end of his life, a few months short of 
his 101st birthday. 
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US English: The Peace of the LORD!     Merry Christmas! 

 

Swahili:      Amani ya Bwana!                      Heri la Krismasi! 

 

Finnish:      Herran rauha!                         Iloista joulua! 
 


