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As we’ve watched the Coronavirus spread this week, we remember that God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1). The Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church continues to be in prayer and discussion to seek the Lord’s leading on the best
next steps for our church. We will continue to monitor all updates from the CDC and other
health outlets as we stay flexible to modify our schedule until the current public health
crisis subsides. As decisions are made regarding weekly events and worship at The Good
Shepherd we will continue to update you through email and social media.
We are not meeting in person today at the church due to the government guidelines on
gatherings and “social distancing”.
However, this Worship Folder may be used for Family Devotions. You will notice that there
is no Service of the Sacrament because we are not gathering together. The Sermon will
be online: Facebook, website, YouTube by Sunday evening.

Sentences from Synod for this Fourth Sunday in Lent -The Lord Feeds His People
The Lord provided bread from heaven for His people in the wilderness (Ex. 16:2–21).
Now He who is Himself the living bread from heaven miraculously provides bread for
the five thousand (John 6:1–15). This takes place near the time of the Passover, after
a great multitude had followed Jesus across the sea, and when He went up on a
mountain. Seen in this way, Jesus is our new and greater Moses, who releases us from
the bondage of Mount Sinai and makes us free children of the promise (Gal. 4:21–31). Five loaves
become twelve baskets—that is, the five books of Moses find their goal and fulfillment in Christ,
whose people continue steadfastly in the doctrine and fellowship of the twelve apostles, and in the
breaking and receiving of the bread of life, which is the body of Christ together with His precious
blood, and in the prayers (Acts 2:41–47). So it is that God’s people “shall not hunger or thirst” (Is.
49:8–13). For He abundantly provides for us in both body and soul.

A prayer before the Liturgy: Grant peace, we pray, in mercy, Lord; peace in our time, O send
us! For there in none on earth but You, none other to defend us. You only can defend us.
Amen. (from LSB 777, the Dona nobis pacem)
2

O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Sin - BWV 622

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Confession and Absolution
Hymn of Invocation

420 Christ, the Life of All the Living

3

5

Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,
That from pain I might be free;
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence I gain security;
Comfortless Thy soul did languish
Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

6

Thou hast suffered great affliction
And hast borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;
Thou didst choose to be tormented
That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7

Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
*At the name of Jesus you may bow your head slightly in reverence.

Exhortation
LSB 184
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.
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P
C
P
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins
LSB 184
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Absolution
LSB 185
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Stand

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 122:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Isaiah 66:10a, 11a

Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be | glad for her,*
all you who | love her;
that you may nurse and be | satisfied*
from her con- | soling breast.
I was glad when they | said to me,*
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
Our feet have been | standing*
within your gates, O Je- | rusalem!
5

Pray for the peace of Je- | rusalem!*
May they be secure who | love you!
For my brothers and com- | panions’ sake*
I will say, “Peace be with- | in you!”
Gloria Patri

LSB 186

Kyrie

LSB 186

Salutation and Collect of the Day

6

P

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 49.

Isaiah 49:8–13

8

Thus says the LORD:
“In a time of favor I have answered you;
in a day of salvation I have helped you;
I will keep you and give you
as a covenant to the people,
to establish the land,
to apportion the desolate heritages,
9
saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’
to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’
They shall feed along the ways;
on all bare heights shall be their pasture;
10
they shall not hunger or thirst,
neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them,
for he who has pity on them will lead them,
and by springs of water will guide them.
11
And I will make all my mountains a road,
and my highways shall be raised up.
12
Behold, these shall come from afar,
and behold, these from the north and from the west,
and these from the land of Syene.”
13
Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth;
break forth, O mountains, into singing!
7

for the LORD has comforted his people
and will have compassion on his afflicted.
P
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 122:1, 7

I was glad when they | said to me,*
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
Peace be with- | in your walls*
and security within your | towers!
Second Reading
P The Epistle is from Acts, chapter 2.

Acts 2:41–47

41

So those who received his word were baptized,
and there were added that day about three thousand
souls.
42
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were being done through
the apostles. 44And all who believed were together
and had all things in common. 45And they were
selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.
46
And day by day, attending the temple together and
breaking bread in their homes, they received their
food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to their number day by day those who were
being saved.
P
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

8

Tract

Psalm 125:1–2, 5b

Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people,
from this time forth and forevermore. Peace be upon Israel!
Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.

John 6:1–15

1

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the
Sea of Tiberias. 2And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs
that he was doing on the sick. 3Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat
down with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand.
5
Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him,
Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?”
6
He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7Philip answered
him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a
little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is
a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?”
10
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place.
So the men sat down, about five
thousand in number. 11Jesus
then took the loaves, and when
he had given thanks, he
distributed them to those who
were seated. So also the fish, as
much as they wanted. 12And
when they had eaten their fill, he
told his disciples, “Gather up the
13
leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up and filled
twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those who had
eaten. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed
the Prophet who is to come into the world!”
15
Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make
him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
9

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Apostles Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary
suffered under Pontius Pilate.
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the God Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead,
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day

743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure

10

5

Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

6

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
11

Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon (check your online sources)
Votum

P
C

Pr. von Hindenburg

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand

Prayer of the Church
Response to petitions is, "hear our prayer".
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Brief silence (In Christian freedom, you may kneel, stand, or sit during the Prayer.)
Almighty and eternal God, worthy to be held in reverence by all people
everywhere, we give You humble and sincere thanks for the innumerable
blessings that You have bestowed on us without any merit or worthiness on
our part. We praise You especially for preserving for us Your saving Word
and the Holy Sacraments. Grant and preserve to Your Holy Church
throughout the world purity of doctrine, and provide faithful pastors to
preach Your Word with power. Help all who hear the Word rightly to
understand and truly to believe it. Lord, in Your mercy,
P

Heavenly Father, in mercy, bring to repentance the enemies of Your Church,
and grant them amendment of life. Protect and defend Your Church in all
tribulation and danger, and sustain with Your Spirit our brothers and sisters in
Christ around the world who experience persecution. Strengthen us and all
fellow Christians to set our hope fully on the grace revealed in Christ, and help
us to fight the good fight of faith, that in the end we may receive the salvation
of our souls. Lord, in Your mercy,
12

P

Loving God, bestow Your grace on all nations of the earth. Bless especially
our country, its inhabitants and all who are in authority. Let Your glory dwell in
our land, that mercy and truth, righteousness and peace may abound in all
places. Lord, in Your mercy,

P

Compassionate Lord, graciously defend us from all calamity by fire and water,
from war and pestilence, from scarcity and famine, and from every other evil.
Protect and prosper all who labor in their rightful callings, and let all useful
arts flourish among us. Be the God and Father of the poor and homeless, the
helper of the hungry and needy, the comforter of the distressed and those who
sorrow. Look with mercy especially upon those who have requested our
prayers, including Abai, Alice, Anita, April, Bonnie, Charles, Charlotte, Clinton,
Cynthia, Dalton, David, Debra, Deneice, Edward, Gerald and Lois, Irmgard,
James, Janice, Jod, Johnathan, Karina, Katheryn, Lucy, Lynette, Marc, Marie,
Marilyn, Marion and her family, Marjorie, Martin, Melessa, Michele, Olivier,
Philip, Phillip, Rodgers, Royce, Stephen, Susan, Susie, and Tuomo and his family.
Lord, in Your mercy,

P

Accept, we implore You, O Lord, our bodies and souls, our hearts and minds,
our talents and powers, together with the offerings we bring before You as our
humble service. Fill us, Your children, with hearts moved toward generosity in
supporting Your ministry among us, and with compassion to help all in need
as we are able. Lord, in Your mercy,

P

Grant Your Holy Spirit, O Lord, to those who come to the Lord’s table this day,
that they may receive the heavenly manna of Christ’s very body and blood in
sincere repentance and firm faith, and to their abundant blessing. Lord, in Your
mercy,

P

Father, as we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, help us by true faith and a
godly life to prepare for the world to come, doing the work You have given us
to do while it is day, before the night comes when no one can work. And when
our last hour comes, support us by Your power, and receive us into Your
heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C
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Lord’s Prayer

Collect
P

LSB 196

Let us pray.
14

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty
we can not stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all
dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

LSB 202

Sit

Hymn to Depart

566 By Grace I’m Saved
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5

By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation’s furnace tried,
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could I help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?

6

By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown
Since I am saved by grace alone.

Tune and text: Public domain

We All Believe in One True God - BWV 680

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
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LENTEN MIDWEEK SCHEDULE
Wednesday Soup Suppers and Vespers services have been cancelled. We will keep you
updated as Holy Week comes closer. Pastor will be preaching the sermons, though, to
be posted on the church’s website, and YouTube and Facebook pages.

YOUR WEEKLY OFFERING
Please remember that your Church still has expenses while this
pandemic and quarantines remain in effect and we are not gathering.
Don’t forget to put your offerings in your envelopes and bring them
when we next meet. Thanks!
➢
March 15 Offering: $ 585

FREE RESOURCES FROM CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE
“Christ-Centered Resources for Times of Trouble”
https://communication.cph.org/care

CATECHETICAL LESSON – The Lord’s Prayer
Fourth Petition: Give us this day our daily bread.
What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our
prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead
us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.
What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with
the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house,
home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children,
devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather,
peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors,
and the like.
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WHAT IS LAETARE?
The fourth, or middle, Sunday of Lent, so called from the first words of the Introit at the
Divine Service, “Laetare Jerusalem” — “Rejoice, O Jerusalem”. During the first six or seven
centuries the season of Lent commenced on the Sunday following Quinquagesima, and
thus comprised only thirty-six fasting days. To these were afterwards added the four days
preceding the first Sunday, in order to make up the forty days’ fast, and one of the earliest
liturgical notices of these extra days occurs in the special Gospels assigned to them in a
Toulon manuscript of 714.
Strictly speaking, the Thursday before Laetare Sunday is the middle day of Lent, and it was
at one time observed as such, but afterwards the special signs of joy permitted on this
day, intended to encourage the faithful in their course through the season of penance,
were transferred to the Sunday following. They consist of (like those of Gaudete Sunday
in Advent) in the use of flowers on the altar, and of the organ at the Divine Service and
Vespers; rose-coloured vestments also allowed instead of purple, and the deacon and
subdeacon wear dalmatics, instead of folded chasubles as on the other Sundays of Lent.
The contrast between Laetare and the other Sundays is thus emphasized, and is
emblematical of the joys of this life, restrained rejoicing mingled with a certain amount of
sadness.

AN EXCERPT FROM MARTIN LUTHER’S LAETARE SERMON
“In today’s Gospel Christ gives us another lesson in fath, that we should not be
overanxious about our daily bread and our temporal existence…. For where we see, since
the people followed Christ for the sake of God’s Word and the signs, and thus sought the
Kingdom of God, He did not forsake them but richly fed them. He hereby also shows that,
rather than those who seek the Kingdom of God should suffer need, the grass in the desert
would become wheat, or a crumb of bread would be turned into a thousand loaves; or a
morsel of bread would feed as many people and just as satisfactorily as a thousand
loaves; in order that the words in Matthew 4:4 might stand firm, that “Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth from the mouth of God.” And to confirmt
hese words Christ is the first to be concerned about the people, …so that we may indeed
let Him care for us, remembering that He cares more and sooner for us that we do for
ourselves.”
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