
THE DIVINE SERVICE 

OF THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

Septuagesima + 09 February 2020  

 

The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
A member congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

902 S. Maple 
Inglewood, CA 90301-3824 

tgslcms.org  



   2 

The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

“A Church where God gives and we receive” 
 The Rev. Bruce J. von Hindenburg, Pastor (mobile) 559.285.8972 

 Mr. Mark Thorn, Subdeacon 
 Mrs. Bruce (Karina Lindsey-) von Hindenburg, Secretary (Office) 310.671-7644 

 Mr. Jay Rogers, Organist/Music Director 
 Mr. Matthew Meilner, Congregational President 

 

                         Welcome to our Divine Service! We are pleased that you are with us.  
The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to stand and what to say, 

is printed out in this folder so you may follow along. 

Worship Notes 
Thoughts to Ponder Before the Divine Service 

 

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church!  We are a congregation 
that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith according to the Holy Bible and 
confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord.  God bless you.   
To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial welcome in Jesus’ 
name. Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you will feel at home in our midst 
and will be blessed by our message of Christ crucified and risen for the sins of the world. If you are 
looking for a church home and would like to know about our beliefs and practice, please see the 
pastor. He will be happy to visit with you at your convenience. Please see our statement on Holy 
Communion on p. 15 . 

 

Synod Sentences for Septuagesima - Grace Alone 
The people of Israel contended with the Lord in the wilderness (Ex. 17:1–7). They were 
dissatisfied with His provision. In the same way, the first laborers in the vineyard 
complained against the landowner for the wage he provided them (Matt. 20:1–16). 
They charged him with being unfair, but in reality he was being generous. For the Lord 
does not wish to deal with us on the basis of what we deserve but on the basis of His 
abounding grace in Christ. The first—those who rely on their own merits—will be last. 

“For they were overthrown in the wilderness” (1 Cor. 10:5). But the last, those who rely on Christ, will 
be first. For Christ is the Rock (1 Cor. 9:24–10:5). He is the One who was struck and from whose side 
blood and water flowed that we may be cleansed of our sin.  

 
 

Prayer upon entering Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your 

glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house 
to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 
  Cover art:  The Red Vineyard, Vincent van Gogh, 1888 
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Upon entering the nave, silence should be observed in order to allow all to prayerfully 
prepare for the presence of the LORD and the reception of His gifts. 

 

Music Composer 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Hymn of Invocation 918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 
 

Service of the Word 
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Introit Psalm 18:1–2a, 27, 32, 49; antiphon: vv. 5–6a 

The cords of Sheol en- | tangled me;* 
 the snares of death con- | fronted me. 
In my distress I called up- | on the LORD.* 
 From his temple he | heard my voice. 
I love you, O | LORD, my strength.* 
 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my de- | 
liverer.  
For you save a humble | people,* 
 but the haughty eyes | you bring down. 
[You have] equipped | me with strength* 
 and made my way | blameless. 
For this I will praise you, O LORD, among the | 
nations,* 
 and sing | to your name. 
 

Gloria Patri LSB 186 

 

 
 

Kyrie          LSB 186 

 

 
 



   6 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  
P O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer 

the consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to 
the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading  Exodus 17:1–7 

 
 1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of 
Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at 
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people 
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, 
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted 
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there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you 
bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 
4So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost 
ready to stone me.” 5And the LORD 
said to Moses, “Pass on before 
the people, taking with you some 
of the elders of Israel, and take in 
your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I 
will stand before you there on the 
rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and 
the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And 
he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling 
of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD 
among us or not?” 
  
P The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 9:9–10, 18–19a 

The LORD is a stronghold for | the oppressed,* 
 a stronghold in times of | trouble. 
And those who know your name put their | trust in you,* 
 for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who | seek you. 
For the needy shall not always be for- | gotten,* 
 and the hope of the poor shall not perish for- | ever. 
A- | rise, O LORD!* 
 Let not | man prevail. 

 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 9:24—10:5 

  
 24Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives 
the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25Every athlete exercises self-control in 
all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26So 
I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27But I discipline my 
body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be 
disqualified. 
 1I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all 
passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. 
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For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed 
them, and the Rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with 
most of them God was not pleased, for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness. 
  

P The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 20:1–16 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
  

 
  
 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the 
laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out 
about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them 
he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So 
they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the 
same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And 
he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because 
no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers 
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when 
those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 
10Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but 
each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the 
master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you 
not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to 
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give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose 
with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will 
be first, and the first last.” 
  
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
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     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

 
Hymn of the Day 555 Salvation unto Us Has Come 
We will sing the first five stanzas before the sermon, and the final five after. 
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5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 
    Or we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 
    Our human nature sharing. 
He has for us the Law obeyed 
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed  
    Which over us impended. 

 
Sermon Pr von Hindenburg 

(See worksheet on back page of Worship Folder) 

 
Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 
6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 
Each Christian therefore may be glad 
    And build on this foundation. 
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 
Your death is now my life indeed, 
    For You have paid my ransom. 

 
7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 
    No falsehood have You spoken. 
Baptized into Your precious name, 
My faith cannot be put to shame, 
    And I shall never perish. 

 
8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 
But then the Gospel enters in 
    The sinful soul to quicken. 
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 
The Law no peace can ever give, 
    No comfort and no blessing. 
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9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 
    And rests in Him unceasing; 
And by its fruits true faith is known, 
    With love and hope increasing. 
For faith alone can justify; 
Works serve our neighbor and supply 
    The proof that faith is living. 

 
D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 
The God who saved us by His grace; 
    All glory to His merit. 
O triune God in heav’n above, 
You have revealed Your saving love; 
    Your blessèd name we hallow. 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

Offering 
A STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT FOR SEPTUAGESIMA:  
Matthew 20:9 – “And when those hired about the eleventh hour 
came, each of them received a denarius.” That’s not what they 
were expecting! The generosity of God is surprising because we 
are often so tight-fisted. But the Lord gives out of His grace 
better than we could deserve or even hope. Living a godly life 
means living in imitation of God, and, surely, one of the 
foundations of God’s being is His surprising generosity. How is 
the Lord calling you to generous living in His image? 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 
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Prayer of the Church Response to petitions is, "Lord, have mercy". 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 
  
Brief silence (In Christian freedom, you may kneel, stand, or sit during the Prayer.) 

  
For the Holy Church, that all who have been called into the vineyard of the 
Lord would recognize their unworthiness for such a gracious gift, rejoice in 
the salvation they have in Christ, and remain steadfast in the Word, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

P For all pastors in Christ, that they would gladly preach the saving Gospel to 
all, not counting the cost, and not for their own glory or the praise of men, 
but for Christ’s glory alone; for all other church workers, that all they do 
would be in service to this same saving Gospel; and for an increase in these 
vocations, that the Lord of the harvest would use His laborers as His blessed 
instruments in bringing sinners into the vineyard of His redemption and love, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

P For our congregation, that we would love one another as Christ has loved us, 
give generously to support the ministry here and abroad, pray for our 
enemies, put away all earthly grumbling, and bask in the gracious provisions 
our Lord lavishly bestows on us, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For the nations of the world, that justice, peace and the common good of all 
would be the goal of all those in, and under, authority, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For all those suffering or recovering from illness; for those who are sad and 
sorrowful; for those suffering from broken relationships or financial distress; 
for those to whom death draws near; and for those who are grieving, 
especially Abai, Alice, Bonnie, Charles, Clinton, Cynthia, Dalton, David, David H, 
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Debra, Deneice, Ed, Gerald, Irmgard, James, Janice, Jod, Johnathan, Katheryn, 
Ken, Kevin, Lois, Lucy, Lynette, Marc, Marie, Marilyn, Marion and her family, 
Marjorie, Martin, Melessa, Michele, Naomi, Nickole, Olivier, Philip, Rodgers, 
Royce, Stephen, Stephen K, Susan, and Tuomo; that Christ would be their 
health in sickness, their joy in sorrow and their life in death, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

P For those who come to the table of our Lord this day, that they would receive 
the very body and blood of Jesus in repentance and faith, and to their 
abundant blessing, let us pray to the Lord: 

P For the faithful who have gone before us and enjoy heavenly bliss, let us give 
thanks and praise. That we may be brought to share with them the feast of 
joy that never ends in the eternal vineyard of our Lord, let us pray to the Lord:  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
PASTORAL CARE AND HOLY COMMUNION: At The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, we celebrate the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Altar every Lord’s Day. In this Sacrament, we joyfully receive Christ’s true Body and Blood, under bread and wine, for 
the forgiveness of our sins. 
As we celebrate the Sacrament, we also give public confession of our unity in the Christian faith (1 Cor. 10). Members in 
good standing of congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and congregations in which the LCMS is in 
Altar/Pulpit fellowship are asked to announce themselves to the pastor prior to the service. All others are invited to speak 
with the pastor regarding preparation for communion fellowship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Those who are 
baptized but not receiving communion are invited to come forward for a blessing, kneeling with arms crossed at your 
heart.  
Please be assured that we do so not out of spiritual arrogance, but rather in a sincere desire to be faithful to our Lord’s 
command and the apostles’ teaching. For more information, please take one of the trifold brochures in the Narthex 
entitled, “Why?” Sacraments and Closed Communion. For scriptural reference regarding our Communion practice, please 
see the laminated cards located in the hymnal/Bible holder on the back of the pew. 

 
Preface LSB 194 
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Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

Distribution 
 

Responses when receiving the true body and very blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and when your 
table is dismissed are: 
 LSB 199 

Amen, Amen, and Amen. 
 

When all have communed, you will be invited to stand, and the following is said: 

 
The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
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Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Hymn to Depart 869 With the Lord Begin Your Task 
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Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401 

 
As the postlude is played, all are invited to please follow Pastor 

down the center aisle to the narthex as we greet one another there. 

 

Music Composer 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, 
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

Parish Announcements 
+ Christian Education + 

WE GATHER TO HEAR GOD’S WORD—“Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might 
not sin against You. Blessed are You, O Lord! Teach me Your statutes.” (Psalm 119:11-12.) 

Each week the faithful gather to receive the Word of their Lord. 
In addition to our Divine Service on Sunday at 10 am, and Matins on Tuesday at 11 am, 

we have opportunities to gather and study God’s Holy Word: 
Adult Bible Classes: Sunday at 8:30 and Tuesday at 11:30 

Sunday School (ages 3+): Sunday at 8:30 
Confirmation and Membership Classes: As requested 

 

 

Offerings for February 2:  tbd Attendance:  31 Adult Bible Class/SS: 11 
 

Altar Guild today:  Flett   Next week:  Gayle  
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Transitioning to Lent  As we  prepare for the long sober road of 
Lent which begins on Ash Wednesday, the 26th of this month, it is 
good to have a brief period of transition.  The three Sundays 
beginning today have been called "pre-Lent", but their Latin 
names actually point us to Easter joy – seventy days away, sixty 
days away, fifty days away. And the three Gospel lessons of 
these Sundays remind us of the three Solas of the Lutheran 
Reformation:  
 Grace Alone -  Matthew 20:1-16 (today) 
 Faith Alone – Luke 8:4-15 (February 16) 
 Scripture Alone – Luke 18:31-43  (February 23) 

  
SEPTUAGESIMA - “Grace Alone Sunday” Jesus tells the Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard 
(Mt 20:1–16). He compares the kingdom of heaven to a man who employs people to work in his 

vineyard. He hires people at various times of the day: morning, midmorning, noon, 
afternoon, and just before sunset. Each worker is paid a denarius, a full day’s 
wage. When those who were hired first complain, the owner reminds them that 
he can do what he wills with his money. Everyone receives the payment that 
the owner agreed with the employee. None are harmed by this. But each 

worker is to remember that the only reason why they are receiving a denarius at 
all is because the owner chose to hire them. That reminds us that our salvation 

isn’t due to how long we’ve worked at it. It comes to us because the LORD has 
graciously chosen to grant it, no matter how long we have been a believer. 
 

A devotion from LCMS Stewardship 

In our Lord’s parable of the vineyard workers, the vineyard owner says to those who worked the 
longest, “Or do you begrudge my generosity” (Matthew 20:15)? It’s an unfortunate translation. It’s 
not wrong, but it doesn’t give us the full picture. What the vineyard owner actually says is this: “Or 
is your eye evil because I am good?” Earlier in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus said, “The eye is the lamp 
of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, but if your eye is bad, your 
whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the 
darkness” (Matthew 6:21–23). 
This statement comes right in the middle of our Lord’s teaching about giving. He said, “Do not lay 
up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, but if 

Upcoming birthdays in February 
19:  Kristopher (#1) 
20:  Greg (#16) 
28:  Marlene (#21+) 
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your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how 
great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money” (Matthew 6:19–24). 
Having an evil eye does not let in the light. Having an evil eye means that we are so focused on 
what we don’t have, that we are unable to rejoice in what God has given. An evil eye makes us 
distressed when we see others prosper. It makes us rejoice when others suffer. An evil eye 
makes us so love ourselves and our money, that we don’t want to share with others; we don’t 
want to give of what we have because we are so focused on keeping what we have and getting 
what we don’t. 
Whereas a good eye is an eye that lets the light in so that our lives are filled with it. This light 
shines upon all that we have and reveals that it comes from our Father’s divine goodness and 
mercy. A good eye that lets in the light, unencumbered by the darkness, so that we have a good 
will, a benevolent disposition, and a genuine happiness to see others prosper and the desire to be 
part of it. 
Jesus came to give you a good eye and to take away the darkness that fills your life. Christ our 
Lord, through His death and resurrection, has forgiven your sin, removed your evil eye and given 
you new eyes that let in His light and truth. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become 
rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). 
The reality is that you have all that you need and more. You have the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
You have the forgiveness of sins and life everlasting. You have house and home, all that you need 
for this body and life. So, lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 
destroy. And you will see that your hearts will follow, just as Jesus promised. 
 

 
All women are invited to come and join in worship at the annual 

LWML Prayer Service 

Saturday, February 29, 2020 
9:00 a.m. – Registration & Continental breakfast 

10:00 – Prayer Service begins 
Ascension Lutheran Church 

17910 Prairie Ave., Torrance, CA 
Christians are saved to serve.  We are chosen and called to bear fruit for Jesus.  We do this as we 
live in His love, not only in our home or church, but in the world, where it is often more difficult to 
love others.  We are empowered by the love that Jesus showed us in His sacrificial death on the 
cross so that we would have life.  Now we are blessed to live in His love, bearing much fruit for 
His sake.  May this prayer service help us take time to reflect on His love for us, our love for Him, 
and how the fruit we bear is a result of living in His love. 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 
that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 
(John 15:16).  
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From Martin Luther’s Sermon for 

Septuagesima Sunday - Matthew 20:1-16 
Hence the substance of the parable in today’s Gospel consists not in the penny, what it is, nor in 
the different hours; but in earning and acquiring, or how one can earn the penny; that as here the 
first presumed to obtain the penny and even more by their own merit, and yet the last received the 
same amount because of the goodness of the householder. Thus God will show it is nothing but 
mercy that He gives and no one is to abrogate to himself more than another. Therefore He says, “I 
do thee no wrong, is not the money mine and not thine; if I had given away thy property, then thou 
wouldest have reason to murmur; is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own?” Hence 
the substance of this Gospel is that no mortal is so high, nor will ever ascend so high, who will not 
have occasion to fear that he may become the very lowest. On the other hand, no mortal lies so 
low or can fall so low, to whom the hope is not extended that he may become the highest; 
because here all human merit is abolished and God's goodness 
alone is praised, and it is decreed as on a festive occasion that the 
first shall be last and the last first. In that he says, "the first shall be 
last" he strips thee of all thy presumption and forbids thee to exalt 
thyself above the lowest outcast, even if thou wert like Abraham, 
David, Peter or Paul. However, in that He also says, "the last shall 
be first," he checks thee against all doubting, and forbids thee to 
humble thyself below any saint, even if thou wert Pilate, Herod, 
Sodom and Gomorrah.  

 

 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone 
The HYMN OF THE DAY, “Salvation Unto Us Has Come” (555), is one of the oldest core Lutheran 

chorales.  Written by Pastor Paul Speratus (1484-1551) in 1523, it was 
included in the first Lutheran hymnal Etlich Christlich lider, also known 
as the Achtliederbuch (“Eight Song Book”) of 1524.  In its first printing, it 
was described as “a hymn of Law and Faith, Powerfully Furnished with 
God’s Word.” 
Originally in fourteen stanzas, in our current version it sets forth the 
doctrine of justification, man’s bondage to sin under the Law (stanzas 
2-4), the work of Christ for salvation (stanzas 5-6), 
the Christian life, and rendering praise to the Triune 
God for His great work. 
  
Speratus was forced to leave several parishes 
because of his evangelical views.  Eventually he 
came to Wittenberg and associated with 
Luther.  He became pastor in Königsberg and 

served as the Lutheran bishop of Pomerania until his death. 



We Pray 
For . . .  
 
Abai:friend of Pr&K – 
guidance and comfort 
(K) 
Alice – recovering from 
surgery 
Anita – grieving the death of her mother 
Bonnie:Pr's cousin - liver cancer 
Charles:Pr's brother – heart issues 
Charlotte:Jamesetta's mother, wife of Pr. Kollie – 
financial, strength (L) 
Clinton – recovering from surgery; grieving 
The Conrad Family – our missionaries in 
Mexico 
Cynthia – our TGSLC shut-in 
Dalton – chronic sciatica 
David - DD shut-in  
Debra:Jod's cousin - recovering from cancer   
The DeGroot Family and St. Andrew's 
Lutheran Church – our missionaries in 
Albuquerque 
Deneice – breast cancer recovery 
Rev. Ed Killian – recovering from systemic 
bacterial infections 
Gerald and Lois:friends of Marlene –cancer 
(Gerald); strength and comfort in the loss of 2 
sons 
Irmgard: friend of Pr&K – 89 y.o. with heart, 
lung, and vision issues 
Rev. James Kollie:Jamesetta's father and our 

Missionary in Liberia; wisdom and strength  (L) 
Janice:member at St Philip Compton – breast 
cancer recovery 
Jod – peace of mind, attacks from the 
Enemy, recovery from auto/bike accident, 
health 
 
 

 
Johnathan – strengthening of 
faith; continued remission 
Katheryn:Karina's mother - various 
health issues 
Ken: friend of Pr&K – wisdom 
Kevin – at university 
Lucy – peace of mind, strength, 
life as a refugee, new studies (K) 

Lynette – strengthening of faith; chronic 
health issues 
Marc – complications with diabetes 
Maria:friend of Marlene - recovery from gall 
bladder surgery 
Marie – recovering from surgery 
Marilyn:Stephen's mother - various health issues 
Marion and her family – various health 
issues around the country 
Marjorie: mother of Pr. Rob't Green – 87 y.o. in 
final stages of bladder cancer 
Martin: friend of Karina – financial, various health 
(K) 
Michele:friend of Pr&K – strength 
Olivier: friend of P&K – studies, general health 
Philip:friend of Marlene and Stephanie – 
metastasized colon cancer 
Philip Magness:  our missionary to 
Francophone Africa 
Rodgers: friend of Pr&K – employment (K) 
Royce – health issues 
Stephen – COPD, other health issues 
Susan:friend of Pr&K – financial, good health 
(K) 
Tuomo Simojoki: our LHF missionary in Kenya – 
severe attacks from the Enemy as he shares 
the Word in East Africa (K)  
Walter Steele – our LCMS missionary to 
Matongo Seminary, Kenya (K) 
 
(K) – person living in Kenya      
(L) – person living in Liberia 

 

You may notice we have an extensive prayer list. It is our joy to pray for you!  Check out the 
Picture Board in the Narthex of those for whom we are praying, to put faces to names. If you'd 
like someone to be added, or one of yours removed, just let Karina know.  
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Things to Study Further 

S e r m o n  N o t e s 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Key Points on Gospel/Grace/Love 
 

Key Points on Law/Sin/Repentance 
 

Scripture Text 

 

Message Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


