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Welcome to our Divine Service! We are pleased that you are with us. 
The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to stand and what to say, 

is printed out in this folder so you may follow along. 

 
Worship Notes 

Thoughts to Ponder Before the Divine Service 
 

Welcome to weekly Divine Service at The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church!  We meet every Sunday at 10 to 
receive what God has to offer us – forgiveness through His Means of Grace.  Join us. We are a 
congregation that confesses the Holy Bible as inerrant, that justification is by faith according to the Holy 
Bible and confessed in the 1580 Book of Concord.  God bless you.   
To all of you who are visiting our service this morning, we extend a most cordial welcome in Jesus’ name. 
Please introduce yourself to our pastor. It is our hope that you will feel at home in our midst and will be 
blessed by our message of Christ crucified and risen for the sins of the world. If you are looking for a 
church home and would like to know about our beliefs and practice, please see the pastor. He will be happy 
to visit with you at your convenience. Please see our statement on Holy Communion on p. 14. 

 

 
 

The Living and Life-Giving Word of God Dwells among Us in the Flesh 
In the beginning God created all things through His Word, His Son.  But man 
fell into sin, and with man all creation was cursed. Therefore, God spoke His 
Word again, this time into the womb of the blessed Virgin Mary. The glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle of our human nature (Ex. 40:17–21, 34–38). 
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:1–14).  The Son of 
God took on our flesh and blood and died on the cross in order that we 
might receive the right to become the children of God through faith. 
Baptized into Christ’s body, we are made partakers of a new Genesis, “the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:4–7). In 

Christ, the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man has truly appeared. 
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Upon entering the nave, silence should respectfully be observed in order to allow all 
to prayerfully prepare for the presence of the LORD and the reception of His gifts. 

 

Of the Father's Love Begotten Flor Peeters (1905-1986) 

Confession and Absolution 
Hymn of Invocation 388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 
 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
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He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 
 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 
 

Gloria Patri LSB 186 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 
  

 
  
P Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may 

set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading  Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38 

  
 17In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the 
tabernacle was erected. 18Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and 
set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. 19And he spread 
the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. 20He took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put 
the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21And he brought 
the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark 
of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. . . . 
 34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled 
the tabernacle. 35And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because 
the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
36Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the 
tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37But if the cloud was not taken up, 



8 

 

then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of the 
LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all 
the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. 
  
P TheWord of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 118:26a, 27a, 23 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 
 The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine up- | on us. 
This is the LORD’s | doing;* 
 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 

 
Epistle  Titus 3:4–7 

 
 4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he 
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom 
he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being 
justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. 
  
P The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel  John 1:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
  

 



9 

 

  
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to 
all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
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     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 

The Quempas Carol     TUNE:  LSB 375 Quem pastores 
 

1. He whom shepherds once came praising, 
Awed by heavenly light ablazing, 
Cheered by angel news amazing: 
"King of glory, Christ is born!" 
 

2. He whom sages, westward faring, 
Myrrh and gold and incense bearing 
Humbly worshipped, off'rings sharing, 
Judah's lion reigns this morn 
 

3. Sing with Mary, virgin mother; 
Praise her Son, our newborn brother; 
Angel ranks, lead one another, 
Hailing Him in holy joy! 

4. To our king, God ever reigning, 
Yet of Mary manhood gaining, 
Heav'nly gifts for us obtaining, 
Raise your hymns of homage high! 
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Sermon Pr von Hindenburg 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day 384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church Response to petitions is, "Lord, have mercy". 
P Let us pray for the Lord’s mercy upon all of us and upon all people as they 

have need. 
  
Brief silence 
 (In Christian freedom, you may kneel, stand, or sit during the Prayer) 
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P That the Lord would uplift our hearts to hope and joy in the celebration of our 

Savior’s birth, and that we would manifest this joy in witness to the world, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

P That we would show forth in our lives Him who is the Light of the world, and 
that the Lord would work through this witness of word and deed to enlighten 
those who sit in darkness by the light of His Son, let us pray to the Lord: 

P That the Lord would bless His Church and sustain in faith all pastors who 
serve us with the Means of Grace, and that the Lord would bless all church 
workers and those preparing for His service in the various offices assigned 
to them, let us pray to the Lord: 

P That the Lord would grant to us wise and faithful leaders in this nation, that 
the Lord would guide the leaders of the nations to work for peace and 
justice, and that we would be good and faithful citizens who seek always to 
do what is good and right and true, let us pray to the Lord: 

P That the Lord would preserve those who are threatened by persecution for 
the sake of Christ, that the Lord would grant courage to those who struggle 
against oppression, and that the Lord would grant His comfort and peace to 
those who suffer violence and danger, including Abai, the Conrad family in 
Mexico and those they are training the family of Pr. Luis Coronado of the 
national Lutheran Church in Venezuela(martyred on Dec 16), James, Lucy, and 
Tuomo, let us pray to the Lord: 

P That the Lord would grant healing, relief, comfort and peace to all the sick, to 
those who suffer, to the dying and to those who grieve especially Alice, 
Bonnie, Charles, Charlotte, Clinton, Cynthia, Dalton, David, Debra, Ed, Irmgard, 
Janice, Jod, Johnathan, Katheryn, Ken, Lynette, Marc, Marie, Marilyn, Marion 
and her family, Marjorie, Martin, Michele, Moira, Naomi, Olivier, Rodgers, 
Royce, Stephen, Stephen K, Susan, and the family of Thomas. That the Lord 
would bless doctors, nurses, all medical professionals and caregivers in their 
service of aid and comfort; and that all would rejoice in the good news of 
Christ, our Light and our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:  

P That the Lord would prosper the good work of the Church in bringing aid to 
those in need, relief in time of disaster, and resources to those who have lost 
home and livelihood, let us pray to the Lord: 

P That the Lord would humble our hearts to repentance and give us faith to 
receive with joy and thanksgiving the precious gift of His body and blood, 
and that the Lord would grant to His Church unity of faith and harmony of life 
and practice, let us pray to the Lord: 

P That the Lord would give peace to those troubled in mind and heart, that the 
Lord would deliver those afflicted by the taunts and temptations of the evil 
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one, and that we would act with compassion and kindness to all who suffer 
these torments, let us pray to the Lord:  

P That the Lord would secure in our heart the joy of this holy season, that we 
would not give into anger, bitterness and dispute; and that we would rejoice 
in the peace of the Lord that passes all understanding in our homes, 
workplaces and the Church, let us pray to the Lord: 

P That the Lord would teach us generosity so that His work would not be 
hindered by any need, and that we would return to the Lord the tithes and 
offerings through which we display before the world our trust in His 
provision and His goodness, let us pray to the Lord:  

P That we would be faithful unto death and receive from the Lord’s hand the 
crown of righteousness for having fought the good fight and finished the 
race, and that we would remember with thanksgiving those who have gone 
before us with the sign of faith and now rest from their labors, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

P We rejoice, O Lord, in the Word made flesh, in whom You have revealed Your 
glory and by whom You have delivered us from sin, darkness and death. 
Grant to us all things beneficial to us and prevent all things harmful, that we 
would be kept secure within the grasp of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, both now and forevermore. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

PASTORAL CARE AND HOLY COMMUNION: At The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, we celebrate the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Altar every Lord’s Day. In this Sacrament, we joyfully receive Christ’s true Body and 
Blood, under bread and wine, for the forgiveness of our sins. 
As we celebrate the Sacrament, we also give public confession of our unity in the Christian faith (1 Cor. 10). 
Members in good standing of congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and congregations in 
which the LCMS is in Altar/Pulpit fellowship are asked to announce themselves to the pastor prior to the 
service. All others are invited to speak with the pastor regarding preparation for communion fellowship with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Those who are baptized but not receiving communion are invited to come 
forward for a blessing, kneeling with arms crossed at your heart. 
Please be assured that we do so not out of spiritual arrogance, but rather in a sincere desire to be faithful to 
our Lord’s command and the apostles’ teaching. For more information, please take one of the trifold 
brochures in the Narthex entitled, “Why?” Sacraments and Closed Communion. For scriptural reference 
regarding our Communion practice, please see the laminated cards located in the hymnal/Bible holder on 
the back of the pew. 
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Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 194 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

 
  

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
Responses when receiving the true body and very blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and when your 
table is dismissed are: 
 LSB 199 

Amen, Amen, and Amen. 
 

When all have communed, you will be invited to stand, and the following is said: 

 
The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
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Hymn to Depart 367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
As the postlude is played, all will follow Pastor down the center aisle 

to the narthex as we greet one another there. 
 

Angels from the Realms of Glory Edwin C. Johnson (b. 1942) 
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