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Welcome to our traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols! 

We are delighted that you are joining us for this joyous celebration of our Lord's birth. We hope that 
you will come back again soon to hear His Word of life and forgiveness. 

 
The entire service, including the rubrics of when to sit and when to stand and what to say, 

is printed out in this folder so you may follow along. 
 

Please join us for the following services of our Lord: 
 

Christmas Day Festival Service – tomorrow at 10 am 
 

Every Sunday at 10 am 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cover art: The Nativity, Edward Burne-Jones, 1888 
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Pre-Service Organ Recital  
  
Prelude and Fugue in C Major BWV 547                    J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
BWV 547 is one of Bach’s mature masterpieces, written in Leipzig sometime in the 1740’s. 
The opening resembles the Christmas Cantata BWV 65, and many have suggested that the 
falling pedal part in the prelude is reminiscent of Christmas bells. In the fugue, Bach 
delays the pedal until the final third of the piece where it enters dramatically. The entire 
piece projects a mood of joy and celebration. 
  
Silent Night, Holy Night                                              Charles W. Ore (B. 1936) 
Charles Ore is professor Emeritus at Concordia  University, Seward, Nebraska and has 
published many choral and organ works over the years. His setting of “Silent Night” 
features a flowing accompaniment using the beautiful flutes and strings of The Good 
Shepherd’s Reuter Organ, with the melody in the pedal on a 4’ reed stop. 
  
Noel VIII in G major                                                    Louis Claude d’Aquin (1694-1772) 
d’Aquin was possibly the most prominent organist in Paris during his lifetime, and served 
in many churches, including Notre Dame, where he shared the duties quarterly with 
three other organists. In France, the organ was used mostly in alternation with the choir, 
and organists would improvise versets based on the parts of the mass. (Improvisation is 
still an important skill among French organists.) Although some would later write down 
their improvisations, d’Aquin apparently did not. The 12 Noels, published in 1755, are his 
only published organ works. This noel features a duet between the cromorne, (a reed stop 
somewhat between an oboe and a clarinet)  and the cornet (a penetrating combination of 
five flute ranks.), alternating with the full chorus of the Great Organ. 
  
The Friendly Beasts                                                     J. Wayne Kerr (B. 1958) 
J. Wayne Kerr is Cantor of West Portal Lutheran Church, San Francisco. This charming 
setting features a ritornello played on the stopped diapason (a flute stop) and the hymn 
played on the Oboe. The melody, known as Orientus Partibus, is a medieval French 
melody. In a slightly altered form it can be found in LSB at 469 with the Easter text “Christ 
the Lord is Risen Today”. 
  
La Nativité                                                                   Jean Langlais (1907-1991) 
Langlais was among the prominent organists of Paris during the twentieth century. He 
served at St. Clotilde from 1945 to 1987. Here is his description of La Nativité: 
In a humble manger, on a sweet night, Mary and Joseph await the birth a Christ the Lord. 
The  infant having been born, the heavenly host, in a gracious appearance, announce to 
shepherds what has happened in Bethlehem. The shepherds, having come to the manger, 
offer to the infant Jesus a sign of their adoration, their most tender melodies. Then the 
holy family finds calm in the peace of the Lord. 
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The SERVICE of LESSONS and CAROLS 
 

Rise and face the Cross for the procession 

 
Hymn 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 st. 1:  sung by Cantors 
 sts. 2-4:  Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 
P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.                   

C  Amen. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

Bidding Prayer 
P Beloved in Christ:  In this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to hear 

again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go even unto 
Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us, the Christ-child, lying in a manger. 

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God 
from the first days after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought 
to us by this Holy Child. 

 But first, let us pray for people all over the world, who would delight with us to 
know the good news of Jesus Christ and who would join us in singing his 
praises.  Let us pray for the people of this city and for all those in our 
congregation. 

 And because this would please our Lord, let us remember, in His name, the poor 
and the helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and those 
who are sad, the lonely and the unloved, the elderly and the little children.  
We especially remember all those who do not know the Lord Jesus, or who 
do not love Him, or who by sin have grieved His heart of love. 

 Finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who 
live in greater light than we, that multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope win the Word made flesh, who died in faith, and who live before the 
throne of God and praise Him each day in His temple.  We confess that we 
are united with them as we are united with one another. 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven in the 
words Christ Himself taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
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     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver T us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
First Reading Genesis 3:8–16 

 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD 
God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man and said 
to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, 
and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you 
that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not 
to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 
fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this 
that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you.” 

 P  The Word of the Lord.                                                                                  
 C  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 362 O Sing of Christ 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000401 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Second Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not 
ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, 
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too  little for you to weary 
men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

 P  The Word of the Lord.                                                                                  
 C  Thanks be to God. 



8 

 

Hymn 332 Savior of the Nations, Come  
 sts. 1–3, 8 

 

 

 
Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110000401 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 
Third Reading Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder,  
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of 
peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
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 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

P  The Word of the Lord.                                                                      
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn 621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Fourth Reading  Isaiah 60:1–6 

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
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 and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
 and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3And nations shall come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see;  
 they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, 
 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
 your heart shall thrill and exult, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
 all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
 and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

P  The Word of the Lord.                 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn 366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Fifth Reading Luke 1:26–35, 38 

 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” 
 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be called holy—the Son of God. 
 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according 
to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her. 

P  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Annunciation, Leonardo da Vinci, 1472-1475 
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Hymn 356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Sixth Reading  Luke 2:1–7 

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to 
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 
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P  The Word of the Lord.                 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem  
 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Seventh Reading Luke 2:8–14 

 8And in the same 
region there were 
shepherds out in the 
field, keeping watch 
over their flock by 
night. 9And an angel of 
the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around 
them, and they were 
filled with fear. 10And 
the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of a  The Angel Appearing to the Shepherds, Thomas Cole, 1883-1884 
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The Adoration of the Shepherds, 

James Tissot 1886-1894 

great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 
there  was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

P  The Word of the Lord.                                     

C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn 393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Eighth Reading                                                 Luke 2:15–20 

 15When the angels went away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16And they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw 
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it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 
18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 

P  The Word of the Lord.                                                                                          
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn 368 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Ninth Reading John 1:1–14 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 
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 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to 
all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

P  The Word of the Lord.                 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn 392 God Loves Me Dearly 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Sermon Pr. von Hindenburg 
 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Hymn 386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Offering 
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The ushers will come down after presenting the offering and lighting their candles from the 
pastor's or subdeacon's candle.  
They will then light members of the congregation's candles.   
Please tip your unlighted wick to the flame to prevent wax from spilling. 
 

Hymn 363 Silent Night, Holy Night  
 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rural Bethlehem at night 
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Prayer 

P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your 
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our 
Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be 
our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction  
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
 

Hymn 387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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As the postlude is being played, you are invited to follow Pastor 

down the center aisle to the narthex to greet one another 
with the words of the Lord's peace! 
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The Peace of the LORD!  Merry Christmas! 

 

Amani ya Bwana!  Krismasi Njema! 

 

Herran rauha!     Iloista joulua! 
 
 
 

Postlude 
 
Joy to the World                                      Hugo Gehrke (1912-1992) 
Hugo Gehrke was a professor at Concordia Universities in Oakland and Milwaukee. In April 
1960, Dr. Gehrke played the dedication recital for The Good Shepherd’s Reuter Organ. This 
short but effective setting was apparently a favorite of long-time The Good Shepherd 
organist Milton Eggers. According to notes in his copy of the music, he played it 24 times 
between 1957 and 1984. 
 


